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[bookmark: _Toc224553428]Overview
"What-if" Plans are used to visualize paths to degree and requirements for various educational goals. There can be an unlimited number of saved plans for each student, so this is your opportunity to explore.
[bookmark: _Toc224553429]Why create a “What-If” plan?
Create a “What-If” plan if you want to see how changing a major, adding a major, adding a minor, or adding a certificate could impact your time to degree, as well as visualize what courses are needed for your “what-if” scenario.
Please note that changing your goal in Smart Plan does NOT change your declared goal.
[bookmark: _Toc224553430]Creating a “What-If” plan
[bookmark: _Toc224553431]Modify Goals
1. Make sure your plan status is Valid to ensure the most accurate version of your degree plan
[image: Screenshot of Smart Plan status showing a green checkmark accompanied by green text saying "Valid." To the right is a white button with blue text for "Validate Plan."]
2. Scroll to the end of the planned terms. You will see a gray section titled Goal(s) that shows your declared goal
3. Click on the Change button
4. A Modify Goals panel will appear
a. From the Modify Goal tab, you can:
i. Edit the current concentration
ii. Change the current major
iii. Remove the current major
iv. Add a second major
v. Add a minor
vi. Add another program
[image: Screenshot of Smart Plan Modify goal tab showing a declared major in Communication with a concentration in PR & Strategic Communication. Options to edit concentration, change, or remove the major are visible, along with prompts to add a second major, minor, or another program.]
b. From the Programs tab, you will find all eligible programs at Purdue that can be added or changed to the current goal
[image: Screenshot of a Programs tab showing a list of academic programs with their respective degree types in parentheses. Each program is followed by a blue "Select" link, along with a search bar for filtering programs by keywords.]
c. From the My declarations tab, you will see your declared program
[bookmark: _Toc224553432]What if: Changing my Major
1. If you want to see what changing your major would look like, click the Change link under the current major
[image: Screenshot of Modify section showing a major in Communication with a focus on PR & Strategic Communication. The screenshot highlights clickable links including "Edit concentration(s)," "Change" (outlined in red), and "Remove" for managing academic goals.]
5.  Find the major you would want to change to and click Select
[image: Screenshot of a major selection menu from Smart Plan showing a list of available majors with corresponding degree types. Includes a search bar, options like Accelerated Nursing (BSN), Accounting (BS), and Actuarial Science Honors (BS), with clickable "Select" links for each major.]
6. Click the Apply button to apply the changes to your Smart Plan planner view. It might take a bit for Smart Plan to generate the new “what-if” plan because it is taking into account the courses you have already taken and the courses that are required by the new major to generate a plan specifically for you
[image: Screenshot of Smart Plan change goal(s) screen, showing a warning that changing a goal does not alter the declared goal. It features two clickable options, "Cancel" in blue text and "Apply" in bold blue text, with a red border around the "Apply" button.]
7. After the new plan is generated, you can view the new plan and requirements
8. If you scroll over to the Goal(s) section, you’ll see that the plan that you’re seeing is a “What-If” plan
[image: Screenshot of Smart Plan Goal(s) section showing a What-If plan of Applied Statistics for 2025-2026.]
[bookmark: _Toc224553433]What If: Adding a Double Major
1. Click Add Second Major
[image: Screenshot of Smart Plan modify goal tab showing options to change or remove a declared major in Applied Statistics (BS). It highlights a clickable link to add a second major and options to add a minor or another program. Add Second Major is highlighted with a red box.]
2. Majors in the current department will appear
3. If the major is in a different department, add the major under Add another program
4. A list of Purdue programs will appear. Select the program
5. Once the program is selected, you will see a Program 2 section under Modify Goal
[image: Screenshot of Smart Plan screen showing a second program labeled "Program 2" with a major in Kinesiology (BS). Options to add concentrations, change, or remove the major, as well as to add a second major, are displayed with blue clickable links.]
6. Click the Apply button to apply the changes you made
[bookmark: _Toc224553434]What If: Adding a Minor
1. Click Add a minor
[image: Screenshot of Smart Plan modify goal tab showing a major in Applied Statistics with options to change or remove it. Sections for adding a second major and a minor are visible, with a highlighted link prompting to "Add a minor" and an option to add another program at the bottom. Add a minor is highlighted with a red box.]
2. A list of minors will appear
3. Select or search for the minor to add
4. Click the Apply button to apply the changes you made
Start planning with Smart Plan!
For assistance, contact edunav@groups.purdue.edu.
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