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MCode + Strengths
MCode + Strengths: Why Both Matter in Student Support
As staff explore MCode, we often hear “How is this different from StrengthsFinder?” 
or “If we already use strengths-based approaches, why add another assessment?” 
The answer is that these tools serve different purposes and provide different insights. Together, they create a more complete understanding of students and can support more meaningful conversations. 
	Strengths
What am I naturally good at?
	MCode
What motivates and energizes me?

	Identifies natural talent patterns 
	Identifies core drivers and motivations 

	Focuses on how students tend to operate 
	Focuses on why students engage 

	Helps students leverage talents and abilities 
	Helps students understand what creates meaning and engagement 



Why Both Matter 
Students can be highly capable in an area and still feel disconnected or unfulfilled. Likewise, students may be deeply motivated by an area that requires additional development and practice. 
Using only strengths data may answer “What can this student do well?” 
Adding motivation data helps us also ask “What is likely to sustain this student over time?” 
Together, these perspectives can help staff move beyond helping students identify opportunities and toward helping students identify opportunities that fit both their abilities and what drives them. 
Supporting Student Conversations 
MCode can provide another lens for advising, coaching, and student development conversations. 
Examples include: 

Major Exploration 
· What parts of this major align with what motivates you?  
· What environments help you stay engaged?  
 Leadership Development 
· How might your motivations influence your leadership style?  
· What perspectives or motivations are missing from your team?  
 Career Conversations 
· Beyond skills, what factors are important for long-term satisfaction and engagement?  
· What kinds of work environments might fit you best?  
 Student Support 
· What experiences seem energizing?  
· What may be contributing to disengagement or burnout?  
MCode + Strengths Together 
Think of it this way: 
Strengths help explain how students contribute. 
MCode helps explain why they engage. 
Together, they create a fuller picture that can support: 
· More personalized advising conversations  
· Leadership and student development work  
· Major and career exploration  
· Team and group dynamics  
· Student engagement and retention efforts  
 MCode is not intended to replace strengths-based work. It is designed to complement it by adding another important dimension: understanding what motivates students and what helps them thrive. 

Take the MCode Assessment now.
image1.png
E P URDUE Department of Student

UNIVERSITY Success Technologies




image2.png
MotivationCode®




