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[bookmark: Slide_1:_Childcare_Challenges_at_Purdue:]Purdue University Senate

February 16, 2026

[image: he slide is titled “Overview” and discusses the impending closure of the Purdue University Early Care and Education Center. It states that demand for childcare remains high with long waitlists and that high‑quality childcare is critical to recruiting and retaining talent and staying competitive with peer institutions. The slide asks that the center remain open after May 2026 and recommends increasing subsidies and exploring partnerships or vendors. Purdue University branding appears at the bottom.]
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[image: The slide is titled “PUECEC History.” It outlines the history of the Purdue University Early Care and Education Center. The center opened in 2016 and increased campus childcare capacity. From 2016 to 2021 it was operated by KinderCare Learning Centers. In 2021, Purdue selected Early Learning Indiana through a procurement process, and from 2021 to 2025 Early Learning Indiana operated both PUECEC and the Patty Jischke Early Care and Education Center. Purdue University branding appears at the bottom.]
· [bookmark: Slide_3:_PUECEC_History][image: ]
“The facility will represent a 63 percent increase in the campus' full-time child care capacity slots, bringing Purdue to the midpoint of child care capacity available at other Big Ten and peer institutions. The additional capacity is expected to improve the University's reputation as a family-friendly work environment.”
· 
· 

· 
· 
[image: The slide is titled “Childcare at Purdue Today.” It lists three Purdue‑affiliated childcare centers currently operating, with their locations and capacity: Miller Center, Patty Jischke Early Care and Education Center, and Purdue University Early Care and Education Center. The slide notes that closing the Purdue University Early Care and Education Center would result in the loss of about one‑third of Purdue’s total childcare capacity. Purdue University branding appears at the bottom.]
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[image: The slide is titled “PUECEC Closure.” It states that the closure of the Purdue University Early Care and Education Center was announced in January 2026 and will take effect in April or May 2026. The center will merge with the Patty Jischke Early Care and Education Center, which will be reconfigured to accommodate additional children. The stated reasons for closure include declining demand, reduced state and federal funding, a smaller waitlist, and PUECEC operating at about 75 percent capacity.]
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[image: The slide is titled “Faculty Caregivers’ Perspective.” It states that demand for childcare at Purdue continues to exceed supply, with substantial waitlists, especially for younger children, and reduced operating capacity due in part to staff shortages. The slide emphasizes that keeping the Purdue University Early Care and Education Center open is critical to achieving Purdue’s strategic goals, including recruiting and retaining top talent, maintaining competitiveness within the Big Ten, and supporting faculty, staff, and student success. Purdue University branding appears at the bottom.]
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[bookmark: Slide_7:_Continued_Demand:_Wait_Lists]•
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[image: The slide is titled “Continued Demand: Market Studies.” It states that multiple recent studies confirm ongoing demand for childcare. A Purdue University study from June 2024 led to the addition of 40 new childcare slots. A West Lafayette study from July 2024 identified a shortage of approximately 75 to 125 early care and education slots. Purdue University branding appears at the bottom.]
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[bookmark: Slide_10:_Continued_Demand:_Testimonials][image: The slide is titled “Continued Demand: Testimonials.” It presents a statement from a current tenure‑track assistant professor noting that their family has been on waitlists for both Purdue childcare centers operated by Day Early Learning since early 2025 and has not received follow‑up from either center, highlighting continued unmet demand for childcare.]
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· [bookmark: Slide_12:_Child_Care_in_the_Big10]
Big10 University

On-Campus Childcare Slots
UCLA
548
Michigan (Ann Arbor)
540
USC
469
Ohio State (Columbus)
435
Purdue (West Lafayette) - with PUECEC
378
Washington (Seattle)
334
Northwestern (Evanston)
308
Penn State (University Park)
300
Michigan State (East Lansing)
296
Nebraska (Lincoln)
286
Wisconsin-Madison
282
Purdue (West Lafayette) - without PUECEC
258
Maryland (College Park)
244
Oregon (Eugene)
237
Indiana (Bloomington)
210
Minnesota (Twin Cities)
163
Illinois (Urbana– Champaign)
149
Iowa (Iowa City)
130
Rutgers (New Brunswick)
120
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