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To: The University Senate
From: Senate Nominating Committee
Subject: Nominees for Vice Chairperson of the University Senate
Reference: Bylaws, Section 3.20b, ¢
Disposition: Election by the University Senate
Proposal: The Nominating Committee proposes the following slate to serve as
candidates for Vice Chairperson of the University Senate during the
academic year 2026-2027:
Dianne Little, Basic Medical Sciences
Tae Hong Park, Visual and Performing Arts
Lori Hoagland, Horticulture & Landscape Architecture
Julia Chester, Psychology
Please see the following pages for biographical statements.
Committee Votes:
For: Against: Abstained: Absent:
Dulcy Abraham
Afsan Bhadelia

Mara Faccio

Fecri Karanki

Damon Lisch

Seema Mattoo

Abdelfattah Nour

Darryl Ragland

Mohit Tawarmalani



Dianne Little B.V.Sc. M.Sp.V.M. Ph.D. D.A.C.V.S. M.R.C.V.S.
Associate Professor of Department of Basic Medical Sciences,
Purdue College of Veterinary Medicine
& Weldon School of Biomedical Engineering (by Courtesy)

Dr. Dianne Little joined Purdue University at the rank of Assistant Professor in 2016, and was
promoted to the rank of Associate Professor in 2021. During her almost 10 years on the Faculty at
Purdue University and prior to that in her 5 years on the Faculty of Duke University School of
Medicine, she served on over 30 department, college, and university-level committees, including
from 2023-25 as Chair of the Purdue College of Veterinary Medicine Faculty Committee. She
currently serves on the University Senate and Faculty Senate Advisory Committee, among others.
If elected, Dr. Little is committed to listening, and to serving and representing the University
Senate as Vice Chair.

Dr. Little was elected to the Board of Directors of the Orthopaedic Research Society in 2026, the
professional society that brings almost 4,000 orthopaedic researchers together from industry,
academia, and clinical orthopaedic surgery around the world. She has directed the
Multidisciplinary Orthopaedic and Regenerative Engineering (MORE) laboratory since 2011 and
has published over 60 peer-reviewed manuscripts, invited reviews, and book chapters. She is a
Purdue University Faculty Scholar and Showalter Scholar. She has received National Institutes of
Health (NIH) and/or Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program (CDMRP) funding
continuously for the last 15 years. She is an Associate Editor of Connective Tissue Research, is a
standing member of the NIH SBSR Study Section, and reviews for or chairs (ad hoc) various Peer
Reviewed Medical Research Program (PRMRP) and CDMRP program panels for the Department
of Defense since 2015.

As a board-certified large animal veterinary surgeon, Dr. Little has worked in both the clinic, and
in basic and translational human and veterinary gastrointestinal and orthopaedic research. She is
an experienced veterinary educator, currently teaching systemic physiology to students in the
first year of the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine curriculum. In 2021, she received an award for
Exceptional Teaching and Instructional Support from Purdue University Teaching Academy, and
in 2022, she received the Outstanding Faculty Mentor Award from the Weldon School of
Biomedical Engineering for her Graduate Student Mentorship.



Tae Hong Park, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Music | Chair, Department of Music
Patti & Rusty Rueff School of Design, Art, and Performance
College of Liberal Arts (CLA) | Purdue University

Dr. Tae Hong Park joined Purdue University in 2023 as a tenured Associate Professor and
serves as Chair of the Department of Music. He brings over two decades of academic experience
in higher education, including prior appointments at New York University (NYU) and Tulane
University.

Across his career, Dr. Park has held sustained academic leadership roles, serving as Director
of the Composition Program at NYU and as Head of undergraduate and graduate programs in
Music Science and Technology at Tulane in partnership with engineering, advancing initiatives
that integrate the arts, computing, and engineering.

Dr. Park earned his Ph.D. from Princeton University in 2004, where his dissertation explored
machine listening through artificial intelligence (Al), establishing a research trajectory spanning
machine learning, digital signal processing (DSP), human—computer interaction (HCI), and
sound-based analytics. He is the author of Introduction to DSP: Computer Musically Speaking
and 1s completing its second edition. His work spans scholarship, innovation, and externally
funded research in Al, DSP, and smart sensor networks, supported by organizations such as the
National Science Foundation, Google, and IBM.

He has co-founded and led technology ventures including GetNoisy LLC (CTO), Vital Audio
Inc. (CSO), and MicroDAW (CEO), extending his research into real-world applications, and
currently serves as an Innovation and Entrepreneurship Ambassador (2024—present) for CLA.

Dr. Park has produced major international conferences and academic events, including the
International Computer Music Conference (2006, 2018, 2019), ICAD 2013, Ircam Forum 2022,
and Purdue-hosted conferences such as the Web Audio Conference (2024) and SEAMUS (2025).
He currently serves on the organizing teams for 2026 ACM SIGPLAN/FARM and the 2026 Co-
Creativity in Music, Sound, and Al conference.

Dr. Park is also an active performer and composer whose work has been presented at major
national and international venues, including Carnegie Hall and Korean MTV. His ongoing
creative activity — including a forthcoming EP release (spring 2026) with the trio (((April33))) —
reinforces an integrated approach to research, teaching, and artistic practice.

Since arriving at Purdue to lead the Department of Music during a period of growth, Dr. Park

has overseen the launch of the Laboratory for Audio and Music at Purdue (LAMP), including the
Immersive Recital Hall and LAMP Studio—an integrated environment supporting advanced
work in audio, DSP, HCI, and cyber-physical Al systems. As chair, he partners with faculty and
university leadership to support the academic mission while guiding curricular innovation,
strategic hiring, space development, and research infrastructure.
Dr. Park is committed to shared governance, transparent decision-making, and strengthening
faculty voice at Purdue during a period of significant change in higher education. He looks
forward to serving the University Senate through collaborative leadership, cross-campus
perspective, and sustained commitment to the academic mission.



Lori A. Hoagland, PhD
Professor of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture
Co-Director, Arequipa Nexus Institute

Dr. Lori A. Hoagland joined Purdue University in 2010 as an Assistant Professor and was promoted to Full
Professor in 2021. She has built an internationally recognized research and engagement program that
advances the productivity and nutritional quality of specialty crops while safeguarding human and
environmental health. A defining feature of her work is leadership of large, interdisciplinary, and multi-
institutional collaborations that unite faculty across disciplines and institutions to address critical
challenges facing the specialty crop industry. In 2019, she received a Fulbright Core Scholar Award,
expanding her engagement in scientific diplomacy and intercultural collaboration. In 2021, she became
Co-Director of the Arequipa Nexus Institute—a partnership between Purdue University and the National
University of San Agustin that brings faculty from multiple colleges together to address interconnected
food—water—energy—environment challenges in southern Peru.

Dr. Hoagland serves on a wide range of national, international, and college-level advisory boards
advancing agricultural, human, and ecosystem health. This includes nine years on the National Plant
Germplasm Collection Advisory Board, which safeguards the nation’s genetic diversity of agriculturally
important plants. In 2021, she joined the Healthy Babies Bright Futures Initiative Advisory Board,
collaborating with scientists, industry leaders, and policymakers to protect the most vulnerable
members of society from harmful chemical exposures. In 2023, she joined the Advisory Board for the
Center for Climate Change Policy and Research at the Arava Institute in Israel, contributing to climate
resilience initiatives across geopolitical boundaries. At Purdue, she supports the College of Agriculture’s
Plant Sciences Initiative through service on the Phenomics Advisory Board.

At the university level, Dr. Hoagland has contributed to shared governance through service on the
University Senate, the University Resources and Policy Committee (URPC), and the Senate Advisory
Committee. As Chair of the URPC, she has worked closely with faculty committees and student
governments to advance resolutions supporting the interests of students, staff, and faculty. She also
completed LEAD 21 (2022-23), a national leadership development program for land-grant institutions
fostering competency in leadership, communication, and change management.



Julia A. Chester, Ph.D.
Professor in Psychological Sciences
Associate Head for Research in Psychological Sciences

Dr. Julia A. Chester was appointed to the faculty at Purdue University as an Assistant Professor in
Psychological Sciences in 2003 and promoted to the rank of Full Professor in 2020. During her 22
years as a Purdue University Professor, Dr. Chester has served on a variety of department, college,
and university-level committees. From 2021-2023, Dr. Chester served as Associate Head, and in
2023 was appointed to Associate Head for Research, in the Department of Psychological Sciences.
She currently serves as a University Senate representative for the College of Health and Human
Sciences (HHS) and as a member of the University Senate Educational Policy Committee. Dr.
Chester also currently serves as a member of the HHS Research Advisory Council, the Purdue
Animal Care and Use Committee, and Purdue’s Substance Use Mitigation Team. She previously
chaired the Faculty Grievance Hearing Committee and served on the Standing Committee on
Research Integrity.

Dr. Chester’s pre-clinical research program focuses on the identification of biological and
behavioral mechanisms that influence risk for alcohol use disorders and co-occurring conditions
to improve the quality of human life. Through teaching, community and media engagement, and
professional society advocacy work, Dr. Chester promotes public knowledge about neuroscience,
research ethics, and the vital role that animal research plays in scientific discovery and the
advancement of medicine. Dr. Chester’s research program has been funded by the National
Institutes of Health, Brain & Behavior Research Foundation, Department of Defense, and Purdue
University. Dr. Chester serves as Associate Editor for Frontiers in Pharmacology and on the
editorial board of Brain Sciences. She has provided sustained service on federal and state grant
review panels, including the National Institutes of Health, National Science Foundation, and the
Department of Defense.

Dr. Chester has been recognized by her students and peers for teaching excellence. She was
inducted into the Book of Great Teachers and received the Jane S. Link Outstanding Teaching
Award and the James C. Naylor Award for Teaching Excellence in Psychology. She supports
students inside and outside the classroom and laboratory to help them achieve their educational and
career goals, diversify their educational experiences at Purdue University, and develop an informed
voice as engaged members of society.



