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URPC Committee Votes:To:
Purdue University Senate
From:
University Resources Policy Committee
Purdue Graduate Student Government Purdue Student Government
Subject:
Resolution in support of a university-wide sustainability task force
for Purdue University
Reference:
Purdue Student Senate, Resolution 25-10
Purdue Graduate Student Senate, Resolution FA25-R001
Disposition:
University Senate for Discussion and Adoption
Rationale:
While Purdue has won several awards for campus sustainability, we lag behind most of our peer institutions in numerous sustainability metrics. Most of the institutions out-performing Purdue on sustainability have campus-wide offices of sustainability. By contrast, Purdue’s Office of Sustainability in housed inside Administrative Operations and has limited public visibility.
Proposal:
In order to promote campus-wide participation in discussions of sustainability, and in order to make campus more sustainable, we call for the creation of a university-wide task force, to be commissioned by the President by the end of 2026. We further ask that this committee be populated by a diverse mix of faculty, students, staff and administrators; that this task force be authorized to study any relevant aspects of sustainability on campus; and that
this task force report to the campus community on an annual basis.
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WHEREAS, Purdue University has long been recognized as a global leader in innovation, research, and real-world problem solving, named as one of top 50 universities “powering global innovation”1; and

WHEREAS, Purdue has won several awards recognizing its commitment to sustainability, including being ranked #74 nationally and #5 in the Big Ten by QS World University Rankings2 and being named a Tree Campus USA award-winner for sixteen consecutive years3; and

WHEREAS, developing a coordinated sustainability strategy would further reinforce this legacy by aligning operational excellence with long-term institutional resilience; and

WHEREAS, Purdue Office of Sustainability is currently housed within Administrative Operations, where it has low public visibility and lacks jurisdiction over large parts of campus (e.g., Residential Life and Athletics); and

WHEREAS, unlike thirteen of the seventeen other Big Ten Universities, Purdue University currently lacks a presidentially directed, university-wide sustainability task force4; and
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WHEREAS, there is a clear desire among the Purdue community for the university to develop a more robust approach to sustainability, with specific decarbonization targets, as evidenced by two separate petitions with over 10,000 signatures between them5; and

WHEREAS, there is a clear desire among the Purdue faculty, staff, and students to have input into decisions involving the sustainability of our beloved campus6; and

WHEREAS, in 2023, the University Senate endorsed a Climate Action Plan, which was previously endorsed by Purdue Student Government and Purdue Graduate Student Government, that has yet to be implemented by the administration7; and

WHEREAS, a dedicated, university-wide sustainability task force, endorsed by President Mung Chiang and the Board of Trustees, would provide the administrative structure to identify cost-saving opportunities, and coordinate efforts in energy efficiency, waste reduction, sustainable transportation, and operational optimization; and
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WHEREAS, a sustainability task force would provide the administrative structure to coordinate and manage transparent data collection and publication across campuses, ensuring reliability, accessibility, and continued institutional accountability; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of such a task force would significantly enhance the well-being of our community; and

WHEREAS, in Fall 2025, the Purdue Student Government and the Purdue Graduate Student Government each passed a resolution calling upon Purdue University to establish a university-side sustainability task force.8


Therefore, be it RESOLVED,

THAT, we call upon President Chiang, the Board of Trustees, and Administrative Operations of Purdue University to collaborate on the formation and public establishment of a university-wide sustainability task force commissioned by the president by the end of calendar year 2026; and

THAT, we call upon the administration of Purdue University to include students, faculty, staff, and at minimum one Purdue Student Government and one Purdue Graduate Student government representative on this task force; and

THAT, we call upon all administrative offices of Purdue University to authorize this task force to study all aspects of campus sustainability that the task force shall deem relevant, facilitating the task force’s work by supplying necessary data (recognizing that some data may be confidential and cannot be shared outside of the committee) and coordinating the implementation of initiatives arising from their work; and

THAT, to establish a transparent foundation for decision making, this task force shall release a comprehensive annual progress report, beginning in 2027, regarding emissions, energy efficiency, waste reduction, the vehicle fleet, and any other relevant items to the Purdue community; and

THAT, we call upon the administration of Purdue University to support and facilitate the public dissemination of the work of this presidentially directed, university-wide task force.
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