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23 March 2026





	To:
	The University Senate

	From:
	Community Connection Committee & Faculty Affairs Committee

	Subject:
	Childcare Provisions

	Reference:
	

	
Disposition:
	
University Senate for Discussions and Adoption

	Rationale:
	Drawing on Purdue University’s values of integrity, respect, inclusion and innovation, and in our collective efforts to recruit and retain high quality faculty and staff, the Community Connection and the Faculty Affairs Standing Committees jointly forwards the following resolution addressing high quality and affordable child for its faculty and staff.

The Early Learning Indiana group oversees two childcare centers on Purdue’s campus including 1) Purdue University Education and Care Center (PUECEC); and 3) the Patty Jischke Center. The two centers report long waitlists with the longest lists in the infant and toddler age group.

In January 2025, parents learned from the Early Learning Indiana group that the Purdue University Education and Care Center (PUECEC) would be closed and combined with the Patty Jischke Center reducing future childcare slots. The likelihood of faculty and staff children obtaining a spot would be reduced as there will be less total classroom space available with the combination. The rationale for the closure of PUECEC and the combination with the Jischke Center was described as the waitlists being lower than in historic years. While lower, there still are large waitlists and parents experiencing significant hardships, impacting their capacity to be productive scholars and contributors to the Purdue community.

Presently, centers are at capacity, but there are available physical classrooms, but the centers continue to struggle to find qualified and willing staff for such roles. As such, the waitlists are further
impacted by teacher shortages.



Childcare in university settings is complicated as you have incoming faculty and staff who are not familiar with the area and will rely more heavily on their employer sponsored childcare options relative to parents who have a longer-term history in a given community. Further, many faculty and staff come to Purdue without a family network who can assist with childcare, increasing the need for parents to rely on employer sponsored options.

Purdue is part of the Big 10 and under present conditions is ranked 5th for number of childcare slots. With closure of PUECEC and its combination with Jischke Center, Purdue will drop to 12th; a total reduction of slots.

	
Big10 University
	On-Campus Childcare Slots

	UCLA
	548

	Michigan (Ann Arbor)
	540

	USC
	469

	Ohio State (Columbus)
	435

	Purdue (West Lafayette) - with PUECEC
	
378

	Washington (Seattle)
	334

	Northwestern (Evanston)
	308

	Penn State (University Park)
	300

	Michigan State (East Lansing)
	296

	Nebraska (Lincoln)
	286

	Wisconsin-Madison
	282

	Purdue (West Lafayette) - without PUECEC
	
258

	Maryland (College Park)
	244

	Oregon (Eugene)
	237

	Indiana (Bloomington)
	210

	Minnesota (Twin Cities)
	163

	Illinois (Urbana– Champaign)
	149

	Iowa (Iowa City)
	130

	Rutgers (New Brunswick)
	120



	Proposal:
	· Publish the reasons for the PUECEC closure and combination with the Patty Jischke Center;
· Furnish transparent and accurate data on the number of young children on waitlists by age level (e.g. infant, toddler, preschool);
· Tie university subsidies for childcare providers/teachers to earn fair and commensurate wages relative to the greater Lafayette area to address teacher shortages; and
· Actively solicit a second external provider to take over the current PUECEC space and increase total available childcare slots on campus; and
· Confirm date and location of Town Hall regarding childcare as asked by Purdue Steering Committee; and
· Continue to subsidize childcare programming.



Committee Votes: Community Connection Committee

	For:
	Against:
	Abstained:
	Absent:

	Trish Morita-Mullaney (co-chair)
Rua Williams (co-chair)
Alejandro Cuza Blanco Barbara Golden Kiseop Lee
Mikayla Roach Kevin Stainback Kim Updegraff Bowei Xi
	Santokh Badesha
	Alysa Rollock (Advisor) Lowell Kane (Advisor)
	Brian Dilkes (sabbatical) Gustavo Rodriguez-Rivera

	Advisors
	
	
	

	Students
Ajay Bestrapalli
	
	
	Students
Timothy Roth





Committee Votes: Faculty Affairs Committee

For:	Against:	Abstained:	Absent:

Stephen Cameron (co-chair
Françoise Brosseau-Lapré (co-chair) Janet Alsup
Arezoo Ardekani Ali Bramson Alice Johnson Natasha Johnson
Severin Schneebeli Maria Sepulveda Lindsay Weinberg

N/A	Lisa Mauer (advisor) Alysa Rollock (advisor) Ryan Manuel

Bhagyashree Katare Annmarie Nicely Whitney Yu Sunil Prabhakar (advisor)
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