
REMARKS OF THE SENATE CHAIR

1



Enrollment Cliff: Declining Population of
College-age Students
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Knocking at the College Door, 2024



Declining High School Graduates in U.S.

3

Knocking at the College Door, 2024



Purdue Enrollment 2015-2024

4



How does Purdue respond to the enrollment cliff?

 Remove barriers

 Increase support, advising and other
programming designed to increase the success
and retention of currently enrolled students

 Admit and enroll students who want to go to
college and are more likely to finish

5



Who goes to college? Who graduates?
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Source: PEW Research Center



Purdue Enrollment: Gender Differences

 2024: Purdue undergraduates 44, 166
• Male undergraduates: 25, 904 (58.7%)
• Female undergraduates: 18, 262 (41.3%)

 Big 10
• By gender, there are 323,711 female students (50.61%)

and 315,875 male students (49.39%) at B1G schools.
The female to male ratio is 1 to 0.98.
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Gender Differences in College Majors
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Women in STEM
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STEM Stereotypes Begin Early in Life
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Women in STEM: Barriers
 A masculine culture signals to women a lower sense of

belonging than to men
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Increasing Women in all STEM Fields:  
Recommendations for Purdue

 Reduce barriers to majoring in STEM fields
• More students admitted as “exploratory”
• Equalize university core curriculum across colleges
• Bring small community feel to larger departments

 Increase outreach to high schools in Indiana and neighboring states

• Social media outreach to highlight the work and accomplishments of female faculty
and students at Purdue

 Encourage all STEM faculty to be allies, mentors, and role models to female
students at all levels of matriculation
• Make the topic relevant to female-oriented interests

 Increase the number of female faculty and female graduate students who can serve
as mentors to the Purdue undergraduates of the future

• High levels of gender diversity in STEM classrooms or workplaces reduces identity
threat concerns of women (Hall et al., 2018; Inzlicht & Ben-Zeev, 2000; Murphy et al., 2007) but only if it is
sincere (Kroper et al., 2020)
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Summary

 Attending to reducing barriers to entry and
graduation for women in STEM disciplines can
ensure that Purdue is well positioned to handle
the challenges of the enrollment cliff AND to be
a leader in the higher education of women in the
rest of the 21st century

13



THANK YOU!
senate-chair@purdue.edu
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