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WHAT IS AN AUDIOLOGIST? 

• Audiologists are health care professionals working to prevent, diagnose, 
and manage hearing and balance disorders for people of all ages. 

• An audiologist has a master’s or doctoral degree and over 1,800+ hours of 
clinical training. 

• Audiologist and Hearing Aid Dispenser: What Is the Difference?

https://www.asha.org/siteassets/audiology/whats-the-difference.pdf


PREVALENCE OF HEARING LOSS 



WHY IS TREATMENT IMPORTANT



IS AN OVER-THE-COUNTER 

(OTC) HEARING AID 

RIGHT FOR ME?



OTC HEARING AIDS



OTC HEARING AID 
LEGISLATION TIMELINE 

October 2015: 
President’s Council of 
Advisors on Science 

and Technology 
(PCAST) recognizes the 

impact of untreated 
hearing loss on an aging 

population. PCAST 
makes several 

recommendations, 
including the creation of 
a new category of basic 
hearing aids to be sold 

over the counter.

August 2017: The FDA 
Reauthorization Act 

of 2017 directs the FDA 
to develop regulations 
for over-the-counter 
hearing aids, with the 
devices to be made 

available to the public by 
2020.

August 2018: Hearing 
care associations (AAA, 

ADA, ASHA, IHS) 
release Regulatory 

Recommendations for OTC 
Hearing Aids:  Safety and 

Effectiveness, a 
consensus paper.

2020: COVID-19 
pandemic occurs.

October 2021: The 
FDA releases 

proposed rule for 
OTC hearing aids for 

adults 18 and older with 
mild to moderate 

hearing loss.

August 2022: The FDA 
releases final rule for 

OTC hearing aids.  
Effective date is 60 days 
following publication in 
the Federal Register. 



FIRST STEP: 
CONSULT AN AUDIOLOGIST 



OTC VS. PRESCRIPTION HEARING AIDS: 
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?



AUDIOLOGY REFERRAL REQUIRED



WHERE DO I BUY AN OTC 
HEARING AID?



WHEN TO STOP USING AN OTC 
HEARING AID



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

“Top 10 List”



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• Rechargeability

• Charges hearing aids in three hours* 

• 30-minute quick charge for addition six hours of power

• Travel Smart Charger with built-in power bank 

• Drying function  



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• Smart phone applications (apps) and Bluetooth streaming

• Apple iOS and Android compatible*



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• Apple iOS “live listen” Remote Microphone



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• Find My Hearing Aid geolocation 



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• Check My Fit (ReSound)



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• Remote assist/remote programming



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• Hands-free cell phone calling and “tap” control 

• Own voice pick-up

• Tap control feature allows controlling the hearing aid by a “double tap” 

instead of using the hearing aid button or a remote control 

– Pause/resume streaming from a Bluetooth device 

– Accept/end phone calls 

– Start/stop voice assistant (Siri, Google etc.)



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• Health and Fall monitoring 



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• M Active Vent (MAV) Receivers (Phonak)



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• M Active Vent (MAV) Receivers (Phonak)



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• M&RIE Receivers (ReSound)



ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES

• Remote microphones

• Television streamers

• Roger On IN



RECENT HEARING AID INNOVATIONS

• Rechargeability 

• Smart phone applications (apps) and Bluetooth streaming 

• Apple iOS “live listen” remote microphone

• Find My Hearing Aid geolocation 

• Check My Fit (ReSound)

• Remote assist/remote programming

• Hands-free cell phone calling and tap control 

• Health and Fall detection monitoring 

• M Active Vent (MAV) Receivers (Phonak)

• M&RIE Receivers (ReSound)



Q U E S T I O N S ?



RESOURCES AND REFERENCES 



Thank You!
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