Assessment and Reaffirmation of Foundational Humanities Outcome Report
Learning outcomes for Humanities
1. Discuss history and the basic principles and operation of government with a view to being a responsible citizen.
2. Discuss economic, social, and cultural diversity within a global context.
3. Describe the cultural, social, and historical dynamics that influence individuals and groups.
4. Explain the perspective of the culture of another country through the study of world languages, arts, spiritual
traditions, mythology/literature, and/or through study abroad.

Course name and section number: REL200: Introduction to the Study of Religion
Instructor: Ashley Purpura
Learning Outcome Year: 2017/2018

Semester: Fall

Provide the title and a short description of the work that students performed to meet at least one of
the above humanities outcomes (e.g. exam questions, projects, papers, etc.).
Assignment Title: Debate & Position Outline
Outcomes attained: 2, 3, &4 (emphasis on highlighted portions above)
Each student signed-up for a debate team (3-6 people) and as a team prepared a group position outline.
The outline was required to demonstrate the preparation in terms of argument and research of the
team for the debate. One outline was prepared for each team of the debate (pro and con), and there
were three religious studies debates at the end of the semester (the prompts are listed on the attached
assignment instructions). The debates were structured and timed so that students could participate in
ways that accommodated for diverse levels of comfort and ability with oral presentation. Debate
structure included opening and closing statements, persuasive arguments, counterarguments, and
rebuttals. Some of these components could be scripted ahead of the debate (such as the opening and
persuasive points) while others involved more “real-time” response to the other team (rebuttal and
counter arguments). Students were required to speak for at least three minutes regardless of position,
and were graded individually by rubric for their debate participation. The professor’s annotated outline
of the relevant full debate, the individual student rubric, and the relevant team position outline are
attached for each document of high, average, and lower level work.
These debates and the prepared outlines demonstrated students’ ability to discuss social and cultural
diversity within a global context (outcome 2). All of the debates included examples drawn from multiple
global religious traditions and students discourse displayed self-awareness and empathetic perspectives.
Students were able to compellingly describe dynamics related to religious practices and perspectives
that influence individuals and communities. Lines of argumentation in the debates included historical
examples (Holocaust, Crusades, etc.) and the broader social/cultural connectedness and influence of
religion to draw convincing conclusions (outcome 3). In their debates, the majority of students were
able to successfully explain and draw on diverse global perspectives and sometimes primary texts
(Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, etc.) that were covered earlier in the semester to

either develop persuasive points or anticipate counterarguments to their assigned positions (outcome
4). Overall, students articulated an impressive level of global and cultural awareness in debating
sensitive and globally-relevant topics regarding the relationship between religion and morality, religion
and science, and religion and violence.

Describe how and when students were given feedback on their performance before the
withdrawal deadline.
The professor posted grades in the Blackboard gradebook and handed back written assignments with
annotated rubrics and marks. Beginning in week two of the semester, reading notes and group
discussion leadership presentations were graded and returned with feedback within one class (weeks 26). The first written exam was administered in week 6, and was returned a week later with the
professor’s comments. The first brief paper was collected in week 8, and was returned the following
week with in-class discussion of common mistakes and guidance for improving future papers. The
evaluation of the discussion presentations, reading notes, first exam, and first papers provided students
with feedback on their course performance before the October withdrawal deadline. Students were
encouraged to meet with the professor within one week of the posted grades to discuss their
performance in the course if they had any questions/concerns.

REL200:
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF RELIGION
Fall 2017, MWF 11:30-12:20, REC112
Professor: Dr. Ashley Purpura, apurpur@purdue.edu, REC301 (email for an appointment)
Description:
Religion has powerfully shaped the history of the world and modern daily life. The ability to
accurately understand and empathetically engage the complexities of religion is increasingly
essential for addressing enduring individual and social concerns. This course offers an introduction
to the interdisciplinary, multicultural, and nonsectarian academic study of religion where students
are invited to reflect on religion as a cultural phenomenon and to survey the major facets of different
religious traditions, theories, and issues.
Outcomes & Objectives
By the end of the course, students should be able to
1. Discuss religious phenomena from an interdisciplinary and academic perspective
2. Explain prominent theories, traditions, and issues in the study of religion
3. Evaluate religious expressions and explanations within a critically informed context
4. Formulate coherent and compelling positions about religion’s influences and interpretations
Requirements
1) Required texts
• T. Patrick Burke, The Major Religions, 2nd edition (Wiley Blackwell, 2004)
ISBN# 9781405110495, paperback
• Readings posted to Blackboard (abbreviated on the schedule with Bb)
2) Preparation and Participation:
The expectation for this 200 level course in terms of preparation is ~40 pages of reading/week
and ~15 pages of formal writing over the semester. There will be 5 in-class assignments
collected for participation.
3) Group Prepared Discussion Leadership & Reading Notes:
Over the semester, students will help teach their peers about one of the assigned theoretical
readings by offering a brief introduction to the text and leading the class discussion. Students
not in the leadership group will turn in reading and discussion note responses for 5 of the
assigned texts.
4) Field Research & Reflection Papers:
These brief analytical papers ask students to respond through critical and informed reflection
to a prompt related to an assigned text and observation from a religious tradition. Students
will be asked to share their observations from their papers with the class.
6) Debate & Notes:
We will hold three in-class debates over the semester (each student will only participate once)
to develop appreciation for the diverse spectrum of evidence-based perspectives and
approaches in the study of religion, and to practice clear and persuasive scholarly
argumentation. For each debate, the students observing the debate are required to turn in a
summary page of notes evaluating and responding to the debate, and the students debating are
required to turn in a one-page group position outline the day of the debate.
7) Exams:
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Two brief in-class exams will be offered over the semester for students to demonstrate their
mastery of new skills and content in the study of religion.
* Extra Credit Opportunities:
• Bring any food-item on a date listed on the syllabus for up to 10points each person
(may be repeated up to 3 times) – students are allowed to partner up in groups of 1-3.
The item must either directly relate to a major religion or be wittily-named to refer to a
major religion. To receive any credit food items must be accompanied by a description
with citation, its recipe/ingredients, and the student’s name.
• Additional extra credit events related to the study of religion may be announced
throughout the semester.
Assessment/Grades
Points
Description
125
5 graded reading and discussion notes: 25 points each
75
1 Group Class Leadership Presentation: 75 points each
500
5 Field Research & Reflection Papers: 100 points each
100
2 Brief Exams: 50 points each
100
2 Debate Evaluations: 50 points each
75
1 Religious Studies Debate & Group Position Outline
25_
5 In-class participation assignments: 5 points each
1000
Cumulative points available
Cumulative course grades are determined on the following 100% scale:
A+ (97-100%); A (93-96%); A- (90-92%)
B+ (87-89%); B (83-86%); B- (80-82%)
C+ (77-79%); C (73-76%); C- (70-72%)
D+ (67-69%); D (63-66%); D- (60-62%)
F (59.5% or lower)
Tentative Schedule (changes will be made based on scheduling guest speakers & field trips)
Day/Topic & Assigned Readings
Assignments Due
Week 1: Introductions
Mon 8/21: Syllabus (Bb)
Wed 8/23: How to Study Religion? (Bb Rodrigues) &
Introduction (Burke)
Fri 8/25: Why Study Religion? (Bb Hinnells)
Week 2: Faith(s) & Reason?
Mon 8/28: Class Leadership instructions & Tilley (Bb)
Wed 8/30: Good Group Work Activity & Tilley (Bb)
Fri 9/1: Freud, Obsessive Actions and Religious Practice (Bb)
Week 3: Why Religion? Example of a Theory of Religion
Mon 9/4: No Class, Labor Day
Wed 9/6: Debate Instructions & Teams, Berger part 1 (Bb)
Fri 9/8: Berger part 2 (Bb)

Get in groups!
Group 1 Leads/ Notes

Group 2 Leads/Notes
Group 3 Leads/Notes

Week 4: Considering Religious Language & Actions
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Mon9/11: Bell (Bb)
Wed 9/13: Cunningham, Sacred Language (Bb)
Fri 9/15: Discussion, & Religion & Reason Instructions (Bb)
Week 5: Considering Religious Ethics & Authority
Mon9/18: Gifford (Bb)
Wed 9/20: Ellwood (Bb)
Fri 9/22: Finish Ellwood (Bb) & Overview of Exam Structure
Week 6: Examples of Issues in Religious Studies
Mon 9/25: Gross (Bb)—Gender
Wed 9/27: Exam Review & Discussion
Fri 9/29: Brief Exam #1: Theories & Issues

Group 4 Leads/Notes
Group 5 Leads/Notes

Group 6 Leads/Notes
Group 7 Leads/Notes

Group 8 Leads/Notes
Brief Exam #1: Theories
& Issues

Week 7: Christianity (In-class participation #1 this week)
Mon 10/2: Christianity Overview (312-344)
Wed 10/4: TBA Case Analysis in Christianity (LDS Institute
Field Trip during class time—meet there!)
Fri 10/6: Christianity Texts (345-360)
Week 8: Christianity and Judaism
Mon 10/9 No Class, Oct Break
Wed 10/11: Christianity Reflection
Fri 10/13: Judaism Overview (215-242)
Week 9: Judaism(In-class participation #2 this week)
Mon 10/16: Judaism TBA Case Analysis (Hillel Field Trip
during class time—meet there!)
Wed 10/18: Judaism Texts (243-264)
Fri 10/20: Judaism Reflection

Paper #1 (E.C. Food)

Paper #2 (E.C. Food)

Week 10: Islam(In-class participation #3 this week)
Mon 10/23: Islam Overview (265-285)
Wed 10/25: Islam Texts (286-309)
Fri 10/27: Hinduism Overview (13-40)
Week 11: Islam & Hinduism(In-class participation #3 this
week)
Mon 10/30: Islam TBA Case Analysis (ISGL Field Trip
during class time—meet there!)
Wed 11/1: Islam Reflection
Fri 11/3: Hinduism Texts (41-60)

Paper #3 (E.C. Food)

Week 12: Hinduism & Buddhism
Mon 11/6: TBA Case Analysis Hinduism
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Wed 11/8: Hinduism Reflection
Fri 11/10: Buddhism Overview (61-86)
Week 13: Buddhism (In-class participation #4 this week)
Mon 11/13: Buddhism Texts (87-99)
Wed 11/15: Buddhism Reflection
Fri 11/17: Buddhism Case Analysis (Purdue Buddhist Society
Guest speaker)

Paper #4 (E.C. Food)

Be prepared to share
Paper #5 (E.C.Food)
Final version of Paper #5
due at the end of class
with a hand written
observation about the
Guest speaker linked to
the content of your
paper.

Week 14:
Mon 11/20: Class cancelled in anticipation of break!
Wed 11/22: No class, Thanksgiving Break
Fri 11/24: No class, Thanksgiving Break
Week 15: Exam & Debate
Mon 11/27: Exam Review & Debate Preparations
Wed 11/29: Brief Exam #2: Traditions
Fri 12/1: Debate #1: Religion & Science

Week 16: Debating Religious Issues & Conclusion
Mon 12/4: Debate #2: Religion & Violence

Wed 12/6: Debate #3: Religion & Moral Values

Fri 12/8: Debrief Debates and Course Conclusion

Brief Exam #2:
Traditions
Position Outline Due for
Debate Team!

Observation Notes Due
from Debate 1, Position
Outline Due for Debate
Team!
Observation Notes Due
from Debate 2, Position
Outline Due for Debate
Team!
Observation Notes Due
from Debate 3, extra
credit due.

Week 17: Good luck on exams!
Oth e

COURSE POLICIES (the fine print and rules of engagement…):
Email. Students are responsible for any course information or notifications sent to their
@purdue.edu email. It is their responsibility to set up email forwarding if they do not use this
address regularly (at least once a day). Students can expect responses from the Professor within one
business day for emails sent.
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Academic Professionalism: All class participants are expected to conduct themselves at all times in
a respectful and sensitive manner towards others and the course material in accordance with the
University’s nondiscrimination policy. All students should familiarize themselves with and are
responsible to adhere to Purdue Regulations, http://www.purdue.edu/univregs/index.html.
Professional and respectful classroom demeanor also includes: regular attendance, demonstrating
careful preparation, thoughtful and engaged participation, appropriate contributions to group
activities, and arriving punctually to class. Students using class time for non-class related activities
(such as texting, instant messaging, social networking, sleeping, inattentiveness, or working on
assignments for other classes), behaving in a disrespectful manner, and/or displaying excessive
tardiness/absences will may be penalized by a reduction in the final credit assigned up to 10%, and
in more grievous instances may be asked to leave the classroom at the professor’s discretion. Please
pay particular attention to the following two policies designed to further foster a respectful learning
environment:
1) Auditors. Any individuals other than Purdue students registered in this course must get prior
written approval from the professor at least 24 hours prior to the class session(s) in question:
http://www.purdue.edu/univregs/academicprocedures/classes.html.
2) Note-taking only. Any audio and/or video recording of class sessions must get prior written
approval from the professor at least 24 hours prior to the class session(s) in question:
http://www.purdue.edu/univregs/studentconduct/misc.html.`
Assignments: Assignments are accepted before or on the due date specified, and must be submitted
in the appropriate form for the assignment indicated in the instructions (printed or online). Late or
make up assignments will not be accepted except in cases of documented personal illness/emergency
(at the Professor’s discretion) or bereavement (in accordance with the University’s Grief Absence
Policy for Students). Students wishing to challenge their grade or seek accommodation for a missed
assignment must do so within one week of the assignment’s due date (for accommodation) or grade
posting (for challenge). After that, all grades and completed assignments are final.
Academic ethics-honesty: Please adopt the Purdue Honor’s Pledge: “As a boilermaker pursuing
academic excellence, I pledge to be honest and true in all that I do. Accountable together - we are
Purdue” and review Purdue’s student guide on academic integrity and the University’s prohibition
against academic dishonesty (http://www.purdue.edu/odos/aboutodos/academicintegrity.php).
It is the student’s responsibility to know what plagiarism is and to avoid it. Plagiarism is the use of
work (either a series of words or sentences, or an idea) that is not his or her own without citation.
Even unintentional plagiarism can be a serious academic offense. Incidents of academic misconduct
in this course will be addressed by the course instructor and referred to the Office of Student Rights
and Responsibilities (OSRR) for review at the university level. Any violation of course policies as it
relates to academic integrity will result minimally in a failing or zero grade for that particular
assignment, and at the instructor’s discretion may result in a failing grade for the course. In addition,
all incidents of academic misconduct will be forwarded to OSRR, where university penalties,
including removal from the university, may be considered
(http://www.purdue.edu/odos/aboutodos/respondingtoacademicdishonesty.php).
Students are encouraged to make use of the resources available to them through the Purdue Writing
Lab either online at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/, or in person (locations, services, and hours
can be found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/writinglab/).
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Academic integrity is one of the highest values that Purdue University holds. Individuals are
encouraged to alert university officials to potential breeches of this value by either
emailing integrity@purdue.edu or by calling 765-494-8778. While information may be submitted
anonymously, the more information that is submitted provides the greatest opportunity for the
university to investigate the concern.
Academic ethics-accommodation: Purdue University is required to respond to the needs of the
students with disabilities as outlined in both the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 through the provision of auxiliary aids and services that allow a student with
a disability to fully access and participate in the programs, services, and activities at Purdue
University. If a student has a disability that requires special academic accommodation, it is the
student’s responsibility to make an appointment to speak with the instructor as early as possible in
the semester so that any necessary adjustments can be made. The student also is responsible for
notifying the Disability Resource Center (http://www.purdue.edu/drc) for any required
accommodations and/or classroom modifications.
CAPS Information: Purdue University is committed to advancing the mental health and well-being
of its students. If you or someone you know is feeling overwhelmed, depressed, and/or in need of
support, services are available. For help, such individuals should contact Counseling and
Psychological Services (CAPS) at (765)494-6995 and http://www.purdue.edu/caps/ during and after
hours, on weekends and holidays, or through its counselors physically located in the Purdue
University Student Health Center (PUSH) during business hours.
Academic ethics-diversity:
In this course, each voice in the classroom has something of value to contribute. Please take care to
respect the different experiences, beliefs and values expressed by students and staff involved in this
course. We support Purdue's commitment to diversity, and welcome individuals of all ages,
backgrounds, citizenships, disability, sex, education, ethnicities, family statuses, genders, gender
identities, geographical locations, languages, military experience, political views, races, religions,
sexual orientations, socioeconomic statuses, and work experience. If any class activity or assignment
is impossible or uncomfortable for you to complete please approach the professor in advance of the
deadline for assistance or an alternative means of fulfilling the requirement (this policy is in regard
to welcoming classroom diversity, not enabling procrastination or poor study habits…).
Purdue University is committed to maintaining a community that recognizes and values the inherent
worth and dignity of every person. The University believes that diversity among its many members
strengthens the institution, stimulates creativity, promotes the exchange of ideas, and enriches
campus life. Students requesting special consideration in scheduling due to religious, ethnic, or civic
observances will be expected to make their needs known to the professor at least one week in
advance and the professor will provide reasonable accommodation.
Campus Emergencies: In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines,
and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated. The Professor will email
information about a revised syllabus reflecting changes in this course and post revised material on
Blackboard. Please review the Purdue Emergency Preparedness procedures:
http://www.purdue.edu/emergency_preparedness/.
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Debate & Outline (75pts), & Evaluation (50pts) Instructions
1. Sign-up for a debate topic for your 40 minute debate
•

Religion and science are mutually complimentary.

•

Religion causes more violence than it does peace.

•

Religion is the source of morality.

2. Read the prompt your assigned debate and brainstorm how to argue your position (either in support of the statement—the “pro”
side, or in opposition to the statement—the “con” side). You may brainstorm using the assigned Bb readings, film, textbook, and any
extra materials or examples—but no extra research is required.
3. Meet with your group members to determine your team’s position, the evidence/reasoning that supports that position. Each member
should develop the particularities of the position which he or she personally wishes to highlight verbally during the debate to
maximize clarity and persuasiveness while avoiding redundancy. Type and print your team position outline based on the rubric
below and submit it at the end of your debate (1 outline/team is required).
4. Opening statements and persuasive arguments should be prepared ahead of time.
5. Counter arguments and rebuttals will need to respond in the moment drawing on readily accessible evidence and clear reasoning
6. Closing arguments can be semi-prepared and should summarize the points made and superiority of one team’s arguments.
7. Organize with your team members who will deliver the following parts of your team’s debate. The debate structure will proceed as
follows. No individual should speak less than 3 minutes or more than 5.

8. Team members may yield time to each other as long as they continue the same type of argument (opening, persuasive, counter,
rebuttal, or closing).
A. Opening statement team 1 (1 minute)
b. opening statement team 2 (1minute)
C. persuasive argument #1 team 1 (3 minutes)
d. counter argument team 2 (2 minutes)
E. rebuttal team 1 (1 minute)
f. persuasive argument #1 team 2 (3 minutes)
G. counter argument team 1 (2 minutes)
h. rebuttal team 2 (1 minute)
I. persuasive argument #2 team 1 (3 minutes)
j. counter argument team 2 (2 minutes)
K. rebuttal team 1 (1 minute)
l. persuasive argument #2 team 2 (3 minutes)
M. counter argument team 1 (2 minutes)
n. rebuttal team 2 (1 minute)
O. persuasive argument #3 team 1 (3 minutes)
p. counter argument team 2 (2 minutes)
Q. rebuttal team 1 (1 minute)
r. persuasive argument #3 team 2 (3 minutes)
S. counter argument team 1 (2 minutes)

t. rebuttal team 2 (1 minute)
U. closing argument 1 (1 minute)
v. closing argument 2 (1 minutes)

Debate & Position Outline Rubric
As indicated in the instructions for the Debate, you are evaluated individually on preparation/organization and verbal participation to thoughtfully engage
your assigned topic.
Criteria

Novice: 15pts

Competent: 20pts

Proficient: 25pts

Verbal Participation: ___/25pts

Participating less than three
minutes, speaking off topic, or
engaging in disrespectful
discourse

Good argumentation and
appropriate use of time,
expression of ideas could be more
slightly more precise or clearer at
times.

Excellent argumentation, great
use of time, and very clear
expression of ideas.

Organization/Preparation:
____/25pts

Lack of organization/preparation
makes participation exceedingly
difficult or counterproductive.

Displays thoughtful engagement
with the topic with some
evidence/points prepared.

Well researched/reasoned
evidence and knowledge of
speaking points.

Position Outline
___/25 pts

Outline underdeveloped, position
unclear, no evidence cited,
careless or significant
misrepresentation of facts, or
illogical sequence of
argumentation.

Argues for position with
sufficient evidence and reasoning.
A few minor inaccuracies,
generalizations, or inconsistencies
present.

Demonstrates clearly articulated
persuasive position well defended
through compelling (and accurate)
research evidence and nuanced
analytical reasoning.

Observer Notes (50pts) Evaluation Rubric:
Those not actively debating are required to submit notes at the end of the following (debrief/discussion) class:
1.Typed outline summary of their observation notes to demonstrate intellectual engagement with the debate
2. Hand written notes displaying intellectual engagement with at least one of the discussion questions presented during the debrief
class.
Notes should include the following components:

*Demonstrates overall attentive intellectual engagement with the debate and discussion?

Yes! (10)

Some. (8)

Not really…(5)

*Typed evaluation includes three points made in support by each side (so 6 total)?

Yes! (18)

Some. (15) Not really… (9)

*Typed explanation justifying who the observer chose as the winner?

Yes! (10)

Some. (8)

Not really…(5)

*Typed explanation of two points that could have made each side of the debate stronger?

Yes! (12)

Some. (9)

Not really…(6)

Course and Section: REL200: Introduction to the Study of Religion
Instructor: Ashley Purpura
Type of Assignment: Debate and Position Outline
Year and Semester: Fall 2017
Total Number of Students Registered: 34

Grade
A+
A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD+
D
DF
Other

Number of students who received this grade
18
5
0
4
1
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
2 (these students did not submit any
assignment)
1 Withdrawal

