Assessment and Reaffirmation of Foundational Humanities Outcome
Report Template
1. Course name and section number: HIST 38200 U.S. Constitutional History: Colonial Era to
1896
2. Instructor: Prof. Yvonne Pitts
3. Learning outcomes for humanities:
 Discuss history and the basic principles and operation of government with a view to
being a responsible citizen.
 Discuss economic, social, and cultural diversity within a global context.
 Describe the cultural, social, and historical dynamics that influence individuals and
groups.
 Explain the perspective of the culture of another country through the study of world
languages, arts, spiritual traditions, mythology/literature, and/or through study abroad.
4. Please attach a copy of the syllabus.
5. Provide a short description of the work that students performed to meet at least one of the
above humanities outcomes.
This course explores in a chronological sequence of historical primary source documents and
related class discussions about how Anglo American traditions of rule of law, legal due
process, and just self-governance developed across time. Students are asked to relate these
historical examples to contemporary ideas and events. Historical and contemporary views
about responsible citizenship are structured around three main themes explicated in the
readings, assignments, and lectures: designing effective self-government, limiting arbitrary
power, and exercising political liberty. Readings span from early debates over rule of law in
the 1215 Magna Carta through the court case, Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) and debates over
racial inequality in the American constitutional system. Students demonstrate mastery over
these concepts in written analytical and content-based exams and in regular class
discussion.
The final exam (samples of student work attached) requires students to write an analytical
essay in which they use assigned historical documents and case law which they have
discussed in class and legal reasoning to respond to an inquiry about one or more of the
three themes of designing effective self-government, limiting arbitrary power, and
exercising political liberty.
6. Please attach de-identified samples -- one of excellent work, one of average work, one of
poor work -- of student work (exam questions, projects, papers, etc.) showing how students
demonstrated achievement of at least one of the learning outcome elements above.
Samples should show grading marks and other feedback. You only need one set of samples
per outcome and some samples may be used to demonstrate achievement of multiple
outcomes.
7. Distribution of grades awarded to the entire class on the above submitted assignments.
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HIST 382: U.S. Constitutional History: Colonial Era to 1896
Are you wondering why you should take this class? Let’s ask James Madison. James?
“Learned Institutions [that would be schools] ought to be favorite objects with every free people. They throw that
light over the public mind which is the best security against crafty and dangerous encroachments on the public liberty.”
- James Madison, 1822

Professor: Yvonne M. Pitts
Office: 310 University Hall
Office Hours: Tues/Th 9-10AM and by appointment
Email: ypitts@purdue.edu (best contact)

BRNG B222
T/TH 10:30 - 11:45AM

This course explores the fundamental issues of what it means to live in a democracy, what it means that we
govern ourselves, and what are our obligations to each other and the civil community.
In HIS 382 we will explore the major themes and problems in the constitutional history of the United States
from its English origins to 1896. This class will explore the development and debates over ideas central to the
American constitutional tradition, including “liberty,” “due process,” and “private property.” Part of our task
will be to map a chronological and thematic history of the development of constitutional law. Beyond the
“what happened and when?” we shall seek to interpret historical processes by exploring the “why?” and the
“how?” of constitutional history. We will locate constitutional texts in terms of the historical context and
events that shaped early America, attending to colonial American values, English influences, and the role of
chattel slavery.
Learning Outcomes
At the end of the term, students will be able to:
1. Identify major cases, events, and ideas in U.S. and constitutional history from its earliest traditions to 1896.
2. Apply constitutional cases and historical events to build written and oral arguments about historical
processes.
3. Demonstrate oral and written skills in argument, analysis, and evidence based reasoning.
4. Analyze constitutional law and jurisprudence in oral and written communication.
Course Texts
The text is available at the University Bookstore. Readings preceded by (BB) are posted on the course
Blackboard website.
Melvin Urofsky and Paul Finkelman, Documents of American Constitutional and Legal History, Vol I, From
the Founding to 1896, 3rd ed.(Oxford, 2007). ISBN10: 0195323114, ISBN13: 9780195323115
Documents posted on class Blackboard site. https://mycourses.purdue.edu/
Blue/Green Books – You will need at least four large, 16 pg exam books. I reserve the right to inspect these
books before each exam.
Classroom Etiquette:
We are living in challenging times. I seek to create a safe, open, intellectual space in which we can exchange
and evaluate ideas. I ask that you express your ideas in a respectful manner. In this course, each voice has
something of value to contribute. Please respect the different experiences, beliefs and values expressed by
students and staff involved in this course. We support Purdue's commitment to diversity, and welcome
1

individuals of all ages, backgrounds, citizenships, disability, sex, education, ethnicities, family statuses,
genders, gender identities, geographical locations, languages, military experience, political views, races,
religions, sexual orientations, socioeconomic statuses, and work experiences. We seek a classroom
environment that allows for the exploration and assessment of ideas and history.
If you have any comments or concerns about the classroom environment, please contact Dr. Pitts.
Names and Pronouns: If you have a preferred name and/or pronouns that you would like me to use, please
let me know. Preferred names should appear in the database I receive from the Registrar and I will use those.
If your preferred name does not appear in the database or if you have questions, please see me. FYI – In
order for your preferred name to appear in the database supplied by the registrar and on Blackboard, you
have to enter your preferred name in the MyPurdue system online.
I expect you to behave in a professional, respectful, and ethical manner during class periods. Please adhere to
the following course policies:
1. Use computers or tablets to take notes for class – not to engage in myriad social networking activities.
2. Turn off and put away cell phones. Do not let your cell phone beep, buzz or make any sort of
distracting noise. If I see you with your cell phone out, I will ask you to put it away and may ask you to leave.
Worse yet, I may ask to answer it.
3. Do not text in class. It is disrespectful to me and to your colleagues.
4. Please do not record my lectures or photograph me or my Powerpoints.
Failure to adhere to these policies may result in being asked to leave the classroom or other penalties.
Course Expectations and Evaluation
Grade Breakdown:
Midterm Exam #1....…………………………...…………………...…..…...25%
Midterm Exam #2…...……………………………………………………...30%
Final Exam……...…….……………………..…...…………………………30%
4 Quizzes …… ………………………..…..…………(5% ea –drop one) 15%
If you have a major religious or cultural observance not accommodated by this calendar, please see Dr. Pitts
in advance to make alternate arrangements.
You are expected to attend class every day. You should complete the reading for each day before class and be
prepared to ask questions about the issues it raises. I encourage you to take a critical approach to the readings,
to ask questions, and to probe issues. Lectures are a crucial part of HIST 382. In order to be successful, you
must attend class to take notes. I DO NOT distribute my Powerpoints or notes except in extreme
circumstances and solely at my discretion. See policy below on distributing my notes.
Exams constitute a significant portion of your grade. In order to perform well on exams, you must attend
class lectures and read the assigned texts. Exams will include a multiple choice component, fill-in-the-blanks
and an in-class essay. Make-up exams may only be scheduled if you participate in a university sponsored event
or with a documented emergency. You MUST present documentation of a university sponsored event
BEFORE the exam. All make-up exams are given at my discretion. Be prepared to submit documentation.
In the event of an emergency, notify me immediately, preferably before the missed exam. NOTE: I will not
post or email the exam review sheets except under the direst circumstances. If you want one, come to class.
Quizzes test your content knowledge and ability to apply that knowledge. They are usually multiple choice,
fill-in-the-blank, and matching. You will take four quizzes and drop your lowest or a missed quiz score. If you
miss a quiz you will not be allowed a make-up quiz without documentation and at my discretion. If you arrive
late to class, your quiz time will be reduced. Even if we do not cover a case or a document in class, you are
still responsible for that material for exams and quizzes.
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There are no extra credit assignments. You have enough to worry about with the scheduled assignments.
Grading Scale
I use a straight grading scale with pluses and minuses. I do not use a curve. There is no predetermined grade
distribution.
A = 93 – 100
A- =90-92

B+ = 87 – 89
B = 83 – 86
B- = 82 – 80

C+ = 77 – 79
C = 73 – 76
C- = 72 – 70

D+ = 67 – 69
D = 63 - 66
D- 60 – 62

F = anything below 60

Students with Disabilities
If you have a disability that may require modification of seating, class requirements or whatever, please see
me as soon as possible, so we can make appropriate arrangements. I will keep all discussions confidential as
long as the situation permits. Please note that, in order for me to accommodate your needs, you will need to
provide appropriate written documentation on file with the Disability Resource Center (
http://www.purdue.edu/odos/drc/).
Cheating and Plagiarism (Hint - Don’t Do it!!)
I should not have to say this, but cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated. Cheating includes but is not
limited to the use of unauthorized notes during exams, using any type of electronic device during exams
(unless pre-approved) crib sheets, copying another student’s work, substituting another student’s work as
your own, altering exam books before exams, or any effort to affect graded assignments through deceit,
misrepresentation, or falsification. Plagiarism refers to the reproduction of another's words or ideas without
proper attribution. Moreover, knowingly to aid and abet, directly or indirectly, other parties in committing
dishonest acts is in itself dishonest." [University Senate Document 72-18, December 15, 1972]. University
Regulations contain further information on dishonesty. Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty
are serious offenses, and will be treated as such in this class. Cheating, plagiarism, and other dishonest
practices will be punished as harshly as Purdue University policies allow. ANY instances of academic
dishonesty will likely result in a grade of F for the course and notification of the Dean of Students Office. Do
not test my tolerance on this issue.
No phones, computers, or electronic devices of any kind may be used during quizzes or exams, even if you
have completed the assessment. If you are caught using one (unless it is properly documented as needed), I
will assume you are cheating. For further information, see Purdue's student guide for academic integrity:
http://www.purdue.edu/odos/aboutodos/academicintegrity.php
Or University Regulations, [Part 5, Section III-B-2-a]
In addition, the Office of the Provost wishes to make students aware that they can report issues of academic
integrity that they observe, either through the Office of the Dean of Students (purdue.edu/odos), call 765494- 8778 or email integrity@purdue.edu.
POLICY ON CLASS NOTES
Notes taken in class are generally considered to be "derivative works" of the instructor's presentations and
materials, and they are thus subject to the instructor's copyright in such presentations and materials. No
individual is permitted to sell, transfer, or otherwise barter notes, either to other students or to any
commercial concern, for a course without the express written permission of the course instructor. To obtain
permission to sell, transfer or barter notes, the individual wishing to sell or barter the notes must be registered
in the course or must be an approved visitor to the class. Course instructors may choose to grant or not grant
such permission at their own discretion, and may require a review of the notes prior to their being sold or
bartered. If they do grant such permission, they may revoke it at any time, if they so choose. See
http://www.purdue.edu/studentregulations/student_conduct/misc.html (Item J).
UNIVERSITY EMERGENCY POLICY
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Purdue University has an Emergency Preparedness Plan which is attached to this syllabus. You will find
further information at: http://www.purdue.edu/ehps/emergency_preparedness/. Please familiarize yourself
with these policies.
In the event of a cataclysmic event, zombie apocalypse, or simply a major campus emergency, the above
requirements, deadlines, and grading policies are subject to changes that may be required by a revised
semester calendar. Any such changes in this course will be posted once the course resumes on Blackboard or
can be obtained by contacting the professor via email. Also, check the university website at purdue.edu.
Reading and Assignment Schedule
You must read thoroughly the assignment before class and be prepared to discuss it on the date that the
reading appears. Readings available on the class Blackboard website are designated with (BB) preceding them.
YOU are responsible for locating the assigned readings.
** I reserve the right to make additions, deletions, or changes to this syllabus.
DACL = Documents of American Constitutional & Legal History (Urofsky and Finkelman) will be followed
by the Document number and abbreviated case name. Use the Table of Contents on pg vii to determine each
Document’s page numbers. You are responsible for the brief introductions to each document.
Date
Reading
Assignments
Week One
8-22
Intro, Syllabus
8-24
DACL 1 (Magna Carta); (BB) Filmer, “Patriarcha”
Week Two
8-29
DACL 11 (English Bill of Rights); (BB) Colonial Charters
8-31
DACL 3 (Virginia Rules on Religion); 5 (Mayflower
Compact); 7 (Bloudy Tenent)
Week Three
9-5
DACL 4 (Slavery); 8 (Statutes on Slavery); 21 (Somerset v.
Quiz #1
Stewart);
9-7
DACL 15 (Otis on Writs), DACL 18 (Stamp Act Congress),
DACL 22 (Common Sense)
Week Four
9-12
DACL 24 (Declaration of Independence); (BB) “Madison and
the Problem of Rights”; DACL 34 (U.S. Constitution)
9-14
(BB) Paul Finkelman, “How the Pro-slavery Constitution
Quiz #2
Shaped American Race Relations,” (2003); 36 (Federalist
Exam Review Handed
Papers), 37 (Brutus No. 1)
Out in Class
Week Five
9-19
DACL 46 (Alien and Sedition Acts), 47 (Kentucky and
Resolutions)
9-21
Exam #1
Exam #1
Week Six
9-26
DACL 51 (Marbury v. Madison); BB (Martin v.
Massachusetts, 1805)
9-28
DACL 67 (Against Universal Suffrage) DACL 59 (Fletcher v.
Peck)
Week Seven
10-3
63 (Dartmouth v. Woodard); 65 (McCullough v. Maryland)
10-5
DACL 69 (Johnson v. M’Intosh) 80 (Worcester v. Georgia);
(BB) Cherokee Nation v. Georgia
Week Eight
10-10
Fall Break
Fall Break
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10-12
Week Nine
10-17
10-19
Week Ten
10-24
10-26
Week Eleven
10-31
11-2
Week Twelve
11-7
11-9
Week Thirteen
11-14
11-16
Week Fourteen
11-21
11-23
Week Fifteen
11-28
11-30

DACL 55 (Palmer v. Mulligan), 81 (Barron v. Baltimore)

DACL 68 (Cohens v. Virginia); 85 (New York v. Miln)
DACL 86 (Charles River Bridge v. Warren River Bridge)
76(State v. Mann);

Quiz #3

78 (South Carolina Ordinance of Nullification); 83
(Declaration of the American Anti-Slavery Society);
No Class

Exam #2 Review
Handed Out in Class
No Class

91 (Prigg v. Pennsylvania); DACL 100 (Fugitive Slave Act of
1850);
Exam #2

Exam #2

107 (Dred Scott v. Sandford); 112 (South Carolina Ordinance
of Secession)
DACL 118 (Emancipation Proclamation) 116 (Ex Parte
Merryman); 129 (Ex Parte Milligan)
DACL 126 (Black Codes of Alabama and Mississippi); 127;
BB (13th, 14th, 15th Amendments)
DACL 135 (Slaughterhouse Cases); 136 (Bradwell v. Illinois)

Quiz #4

140 (Reynolds v. United States)
Thanksgiving Break
141 (Civil Rights Cases); 143 (Yick Wo v. Hopkins)
139 (Munn v. Illinois); BB (Law of Corporations); 147 (U.S.
v. E.C. Knight);

Week Sixteen
12-5
148 (In re Debs) 152 (Plessy v. Ferguson)
12-7
Wrap Up – Final Exam Review
Final Exam Date and Time TBA by Registrar.
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Fall 2017
HIS 382 – FINAL EXAM
PART 1 – Multiple Choice ( 4pts ea/40pts) Circle the best answer. Make sure you turn in this page
with your exam.
1. The opinion in Bradwell v. Illinois held that:
A. Women were not citizens of the state but they were citizens of the federal government.
B. The Privileges and Immunities Clause granted no additional rights.
C. While voting was a right of citizenship, the right to pursue an occupation was not.
D. That the Equal Protection clause created a direct relationship between women and political
expression.
2. In the Slaughterhouse Cases, the Supreme Court ruled that butchers could slaughter animals anywhere
they wanted as part of their liberty right to pursue a calling.
A. True
B False
3. In the election of 1860:
A. The Libertarian Party prevailed.
B. Abraham Lincoln was a Democrat.
C. The newly formed Republican Party won a plurality but not a majority.
D. The issue of slavery’s expansion into the territories was removed from elections.
4. Which of the following was NOT aimed at restoring the newly freedpeople to do agricultural work
under conditions similar to slavery?
A. Vagrancy and enticement laws
B. Thirteenth Amendment
C. Black codes
D. Strict one-year labor contracts
5. Identify the case in which this quote appeared. “Denial of equal accommodations in inns, public
conveyances, and places of public amusement … imposes no badge of slavery or involuntary servitude
upon the party.”
A. Minor v. Happersett
B. Slaughterhouse Cases
C. Civil Rights Cases
D. Plessy v. Ferguson
6. The Sherman Anti-Trust Act:
A. Was used to break up the E.C. Knight sugar monopoly.
B. Made illegal monopolies, trusts and conspiracies.
C. Meant that African Americans could sue the state for civil rights violations.
D. Resulted in the Pullman Company’s dissolution.
7. In Reynolds v. U.S. the Court held:
A. That the Free Exercise Clause did not apply to the territories.
B. That polygamy was protected by the First Amendment but it violated criminal law.
C. That the Mormons could believe in polygamy but not practice it.
D. That Mormons could have religious plural marriages but not civil plural marriages.

8. Abraham Lincoln immediately recognized the Confederate States of America (CSA) as a separate
nation in order to wage war.
A. True
B. False
9. Advocates of laissez-faire ideology believed:
A. In the law of competition and little government regulation of the economy.
B. That the best way to address inequality was through legislation that protected powerless groups.
C. That wealthy industrialists should pay high taxes for government programs to train workers for their
businesses.
D. That labor unions should be allowed to bargain together as a group and to strike.
10. In E.C. Knight, the Court rejected:
A. Laissez-faire economics.
B. Organized labor.
C. The argument that the Sherman Act applied.
D. The basis for price regulations for corporations that served a public interest.
PART 2 – Fill in the Blank. Write in the best word or phrase to correctly complete the sentence.
(5pts ea/10pts)
1. Although he had been a slaveowner, Justice ___________________________ wrote scathing dissents
in Plessy v. Ferguson and The Civil Rights Cases in defense of African American civil rights.
2. Section 1 of the 14th Amendment has three major clauses upon which individuals have made civil rights
claims, albeit not always successfully. These clauses are the
A)__________________________________________B)______________________________________
C) _________________________________________
(Must get them all for credit.)
PART 3 - Essay Question (50pts) - Choose one question. Develop a clear and compelling argument
supported by a variety of pieces of primary evidence from course materials. PUH-LEEZE be clear
about the prompt on which you write.
A. The Declaration of Independence said that:
“with certain inalienable rights, and that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and
that to secure these rights governments are instituted among men.”
The Supreme Court’s jurisprudence on liberty was wide ranging, including civil rights, liberty of contract,
and religious liberty. Clearly state and support a thesis in which you trace the development of “liberty”
from 1840 – 1898. Did “liberty” rights expand or contract? For whom? Who had greater liberty?
Make sure you have a clear definition of liberty based in course materials. You may decide to choose 2-3
different groups and trace how their constitutional liberties changed over time and why.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------OR. . .

B. The Supreme Court focused extensively on defining property and the reach and limits of property
rights in the nineteenth century. New forms of property emerged while others were destroyed. For
example, Justice Bradley defined one “new” form of property in the Fourteenth Amendment in his dissent
in Slaughterhouse (1873) when he wrote, “Their right of choice is a portion of their liberty; their
occupation is their property.” Discuss how the law of property changed from 1840 to 1896. Be SPECIFIC
about the type of property you are discussing. A strong essay with discuss more than one change in
property law.
Extra Credit – 1pt/ea
1. In “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” who is this Hoo who saw the Grinch steal her Christmas tree and
presents?

2. Name your favorite holiday movie or TV show, spanning from Thanksgiving to New Years. Mine is
the 1995 “Home for the Holidays” directed by Jodi Foster and starring Holly Hunter and Robert Downey
Jr. (Write something down and you will get credit).

3. One more movie question: On December 16, the latest edition to the Star Wars franchise premieres.
What is the title of this prequel?
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A. True
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,@. Women were· not citizens of the state but they were citizens of the federal government.
"The Privileges and Immunities Clause granted no additional rights.
/
C. While voting was a right of citizenship, the right to pursue an occupation was not.
�
D. That the Equal Protection clause created a direct relationship between women and political
expression.
2. In the Slaughterhouse Cases, the Supreme Court ruled that butchers could slaughter animals anywhere
they wanted as part of their liberty right to pursue a calling.
A. True
@False
3. In the election of 1860:
A. The Libertarian Party prevailed.
B. Abraham Lincoln was a Democrat.
The newly formed Republican Party won a plurality but not a majority.
D. The issue of slavery's expansion into the territories was removed from elections.
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4. Which of the following was NOT aimed at restoring the newly freedpeople to do agricultural work
under conditions similar to slavery?
A. Vagrancy and enticement laws
@ Thirteenth Amendment
C. Black codes
D. Strict one-year labor contracts
5. Identify the case in which this quote appeared. "Denial of equal accommodations in inns, public
conveyances, and places of public amusement ... imposes no badge of slavery or involuntary servitude
upon the party."
,,I(. Minor v. Happersett
Slaughterhouse Cases
(s:) Civil Rights Cases
D. Plessy v. Ferguson
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6. The Sherman Anti-Trust Act:
A. Was used to break up the E.C. Knight sugar monopoly.

@ Made illegal monopolies, trusts and conspiracies.

C. Meant that African Americans could sue the state for civil rights violations.
D. Resulted in the Pullman Company's dissolution.

7. In Reynolds v. US. the Court held:
A. That the Free Exercise Clause did not apply to the territories.
B. That polygamy was protected by the First Amendment but it violated criminal Jaw.
(e)That the Mormons could believe in polygamy but not practice it.
D. That Mormons could have religious plural marriages but not civil plural marriages.
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_A. Women were not citizens of the state but they were citizens of the federal government.
@ The Privileges and Immunities Clause granted no additional rights.
C. While voting was a right of citizenship, the right to pursue an occupation was not.
D. That the Equal Protection clause created a direct relationship between women and political
expression.

2. In the Slaughterhouse Cases, the Supreme Court ruled that butchers could slaughter animals anywhere
they wanted as part of their liberty right to pursue a calling.

,True
B False

3. In the election of 1860:

A. The Libertarian Party prevailed.
�Abraham Lincoln was a Democrat.
(C)rhe newly fonned Republican Party won a pluraiity but not a majority.
D. The issue of slavery's expansion into the territories was removed from elections.

4. Which of the following was NOT aimed at restoring the newly freedpeople to do agricultural work
under conditions similar to slavery?

A. Vagrancy and enticement laws
�)Thirteenth Amendment
C. Black codes
D. Strict one-year labor contracts

5. Identify the case in which this quote appeared. "Denial of equal accommodations in inns, public
conveyances, and places of public amusement ... imposes no badge of slavery or involuntary servitude
upon the party."
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6. The Shennan Anti-Trust Act:

.
A. Was·used to break up the E.C. Knight sugar monopoly.
�. Made illegal monopolies, trusts and conspiracies.
�eant that African Americans could sue the state for civil rights violations.
(p) Resulted in the Pullman Company's dissolution.
7. In Reynolds v. US. the Court held:

A. That the Free Exercise Clause did not apply to the territories.
B. That polygamy was protected by the First Amendment but it violated criminal law.
That the Mormons could believe in polygamy but not practice it.
D. That Monnons could have religious plural marriages but not civil plural marriages.
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