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Editing A Published Variate Assessment 
 
Some parts of assessments can be edited even after they have been published to students. This allows 

you to react to changing schedules, correct issues with a problem, or strike out a problem. All instructors 

in the course will have these options, even if they are not an owner of the original assessment.  

Prerequisites 
 
1. Navigate to Variate in a web browser, either through your existing Brightspace course with a Variate 

external link, or by using a direct link to Variate. Log in using your Purdue Career Account 
credentials. 
 

2. Navigate to the course schedule of your Variate course. Publish an assessment if you have not 
already done so. If you do not have an assessment to publish, you will need to create one. 

 
Edit Assessment Dates 

 
1. Click the `Menu` icon on the right of the assessment you want to edit. 
 

 
 

2. Click ‘Edit Dates’ from the menu. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://purdue.brightspace.com/d2l/login
https://purdue.variate.org/login
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3. The schedule window will open, letting you edit the name and start, end, and score dates of the 
assessment. Make your edits and click ‘Save’. 
 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The timer on timed assessments cannot be edited after publishing. 
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Edit Assessment Content 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Changes made to a published assessment or problem only apply to those published 
instances. No changes are made to the master assessment or master problem. 

 
1. Click the `Menu` icon on the right side of the assessment you need to edit. 
 

 
 

2. Click ‘Edit Problems’ from the menu. 
 

 
 

3. Make your edits. The assessment edit screen will open where you can make changes to this 
instance of your assessment. Here you’ll be able to make several changes to your problem such as 
editing the points, attempt limit, and problem order. Untimed assessments will allow adding new 
problems to the assessment. 
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4. If you do not want students to take a problem anymore, you can strike it out by clicking the 
`Remove Problem` icon. Students will be able to see the problem and their previous attempts if any, 
but the problem will be disabled and no longer be worth points. 

 

 
 
5. If you want to re-enable a removed problem, you may restore it by clicking the `Restore Problem` 

icon. All previous student attempts to this problem were saved, and the problem will accept 
answers and be worth points again. 

 

 
 

6. Save your changes. When you are satisfied with your assessment edits, you can click `Save`. A 
confirmation dialog will appear with a summary of your edits and an option to add a message to 
your students. Students will see the message the next time they open the assessment. Click 
`Confirm Save` to publish your assessment edits. 

 

 
 
7. Edit a published problem. While you have the published assessment edit screen open, you also have 

the option to edit published problems. Open the edit problem view by clicking the `Edit Problem` 
icon. 
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PLEASE NOTE: If there are unsaved changes to your assessment and you click the edit problem icon, a 
confirmation dialog will appear to save your assessment changes before continuing to edit the problem 
instance. Click `Confirm Save & Continue` to save your assessment and open the problem edit screen. 
 

 
 
 
8. Make your edits. The problem edit screen will open where you can make changes to this instance of 

your problem. You may make edits to the statements, responses, or choices. 
 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: You may notice there are some limitations when editing problems in a published 
assessment. At this time Variate does not support adding or removing prompts, changing response 
types, nor editing variables. 
 



Teaching and Learning Technologies TLT@purdue.edu Last Updated: 12/9/2020 
  LC 

9. After you make your edits, you can click `Preview` to check your changes. 
 

 
 

10. When you have completed your edits, click `Save`.  
 

 
 
11. Review and save your edits. A confirmation dialog will open to assert that the changes made did not 

break your problem. The confirmation step includes a summary of your changes to review. It also 
includes a list of students that will be affected by the changes, if any. You can optionally add a 
message that will be shown to students the next time they open the assessment.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: If changes will affect students, we recommend letting them know via email or an 
announcement through Brightspace. There are email links provided for your convenience. 
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12. Click ‘Confirm Save’ to publish your changes to the assessment. Students will receive instructions to 
refresh their assessment to load the new changes. 

 

 
 
 

Viewing Change Logs 
 
1. Instructors may also view a summary of changes made to a published assessment. Click the `Menu` 

icon on the right side of the assessment you are interested in. 

 
 

2. Click ‘View Change Log’ from the menu. If `View Change Log` is not listed in the menu options, the 
assessment has not been edited since it was originally published. 
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3. A change log dialog will open listing a summary of changes made, including who made the changes, 
when, and if a message was made available to students about the change. 
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