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Creating and Using a Sandbox Course 
The creation of a sandbox course can be a helpful tool when working in Variate. Having a sandbox 
course will allow you to create published assessments that can be tested and modified without 
interfering with a live published course. By adding yourself as a student in the sandbox course, you will 
be able to access and test assessments from the perspective of a student.  

Prerequisites 

1. Navigate to Variate in a web browser, either through your existing Brightspace course with a Variate
external learning tool link, or by using a direct link to Variate. Log in using your Purdue Career
Account credentials.

2. From the Variate homepage, select the “New Course” button (shown below). Or navigate to the
“Manage” tab and select “Courses”. From the courses page, select the “New Course” button.

NOTE: Once you select the “New Course” button, you will be asked to verify that you wish to manually 
create a new course without Brightspace integration. Simply select “Yes, Continue” to create the 
sandbox course.  

https://purdue.brightspace.com/d2l/login
https://purdue.variate.org/login
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Creating a Sandbox Course  
 

1. Name the sandbox course. It is helpful to include the word “sandbox” in the course name.  
 
2. Select the dates that the sandbox course will be accessible. You can do this by selecting a semester 

term (ex. “Fall 2021”) or by manually entering a start and end date. It is generally recommended 
that you create a custom date range so that the sandbox course and its contents will be available to 
you beyond the duration of a semester term. 

 
3. Save the sandbox course. If you would like to add other instructors to the course, see step 4.  
 

 
 
4. To add additional course instructors, select “Save And Add Instructors”. Enter the Purdue career 

account or PUID of the individual you are adding as an instructor. Then, select “Add”.  
 

 
 
5. Save any changes.  
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Using a Sandbox Course  

The sandbox course will have all the same functionality as any other course in Variate. Below are some 
of the features that you will have access to in this course.  

 

Publishing Assessments:  

1. Select “Publish Assessment”. Then, from the list provided, select the assessment you want to 
publish in your sandbox course.  

 

 

NOTE: If you do not see any assessments listed, you will need to create an assessment. See the 
“Creating Assessments” job aid for assistance.  
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2. Enter the information for the assessment including its name and the dates when it will be available.  

Then, select “Publish”.  

 
 

3. The published Assessment will now appear on the sandbox course’s schedule.  

NOTE: This will not make assessments accessible to students in a Brightspace linked class. The only 
people who will have access to this published assessment are individuals who have been designated as 
students and/or instructors in the sandbox course.  

 

Editing Assessments: 

1. From the sandbox course schedule page, select the three dots next to the assessment you would 
like to edit.  
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2. You will have options to edit both the assessments dates and the problems within the assessment 
(including how many points to award per question). Additionally, you will be able to view 
assessment scores and cancel the assessment if necessary.  

 

 

Editing the Sandbox Course:  

1. To edit the course name, start/end dates, or course instructors, select the “Details” tab and click 
“Edit”.  
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Managing Individuals in the Course:  

1. Select the “People” tab. From this screen you will be able to designate students and instructors 
in the sandbox course by using their Purdue career account or PUID. Additionally, you can set 
timer accommodations from this tab (as detailed in the “Creating Assessments in Variate” job 
aid).  

 

NOTE: Any students added to this course will not have their information linked to Brightspace. You 
should not plan to host formal assessments through a sandbox course.  

 

Adding Students to the Sandbox Course 

Identifying someone as a student in a sandbox course will grant them access to viewing and taking 
assessments from the view and perspective of a student. This can be used as a tool to test and ensure 
the quality of an assessment. As the instructor of the course, it is helpful to grant student access to 
yourself so that you can view assessments in this way. 

1. To give someone the student role, navigate to the “People” tab.  
2. Enter the career account or PUID of the individual you would like to give student access to. 
3. Select “Student” as the access level and then click the “Add” button.  
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4. Now the individual in this example has access to the course as both an Instructor and a Student. 
This will allow them to not only create and publish assessments but also view and test those 
assessments from the students’ perspective to ensure accuracy.  
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