Master Gardener Course Topics

Effective July 1, 2003

The Master Gardener course outline is intended to be flexible so that it will reflect the needs of your clientele.  However, there are "core" subjects listed below that must be included in all programs.  Also listed are "recommended" subjects that would strengthen the volunteer training and are included in most programs.  


Teaching materials are in the process of being updated so that PowerPoint presentations will be available on the Coordinator’s Web Site.  The plan is to replace the slide sets with PowerPoint presentations. If you are in need of teaching materials, please contact the Master Gardener State Coordinator's office to assist you in teaching your local courses. Teaching materials available for check-out are to be reserved using the Teaching Materials Reservation Form, available on the MG Coordinators’ Web Site.  


 Many county educators have found it helpful to use a team-teaching approach, that is, you teach a certain subject for a number of area counties, while your fellow-educators teach some of the other subjects.  When possible, state specialists may be available to teach a session, but due to the enormous growth in the program, most specialists are prioritizing their travel to new programs and new educators going through the program for the first time. 

Required "Core" Topics


Orientation


Soils and Plant Nutrition


Plant Science


Plant Disease Diagnosis/Control


Insect Pest Diagnosis/Control


Weed Identification/Control


Pesticide Safety/Pesticide Alternatives


Woody Ornamentals

Vegetables

Herbaceous Ornamentals

Home Lawns

Animal Pests

Final Exam

Recommended Topics

Principles of Landscape Design

Home Fruit Production

Indoor Gardening
Yard Waste Management

Local Tours of Horticultural Interest

Exam Review Session
