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Purdue Student Farm Interns Visit IUCI
Sustainable Student Farm

This Wednesday our Purdue Student Farm interns took a trip to
Illinois to visit UIUC’s Sustainable Student Farm. We met with
their farm manager, Matt Turino, who toured us around the 7-acre
plot.

The UIUC Sustainable Student Farm boasts its own greenhouse, a
permaculture area full of chestnut trees and currant bushes, and
several pollinator habitats, some of which double as wind-breaks.
Fruit production was also present, with a small peach orchard and
several strawberry patches. The Purdue students joined the UIUC
interns in the summer field (tomatoes, peppers, & eggplant) to
help with the weeding, and got a chance to talk and laugh with
the interns as some hand-pulled weeds while others chopped
them using tools.

While the UIUC Sustainable Student Farm runs a smaller CSA than
we do here at Purdue, they sell a significant portion of their
produce to the UIUC dining courts, with their main crop being
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Roma tomatoes that get turned into pizza sauce via a partnership
with their food science pilot plant. They also run a successful on-
campus farm stand that provides students with a place to buy a
variety of fresh vegetables.

The higher acreage on the Sustainable Student Farm, and the
difference in the market it caters to comes with differences in the
kind of work being done and the tools used to do it. One of the
biggest differences was in the amount and function of the
mechanized tools used at the UIUC Sustainable Student Farm, and
our students got to see a diversity of tractors each with various
functions that are often performed by hand here at the Purdue
Student Farm.

The storm rolling in cut our time with our UIUC friends a bit short,
but it was an experience that highlighted the diversity between
different universities’ student farms, and we look forward to
hosting the UIUC interns here at Purdue at the end of July.

New Publication from Drs. Sheibani,
Gómez, and Mitchell

Dr. Fatemeh Sheibani, Professor Celina Gómez, and Professor
Emeritus Cary Mitchell, along with collaborators from the Sierra
Space Corporation, have published a research article in
connection with the OptimIA SCRI project entitled Interactive
Effects of Photon Flux Density and Carbon Dioxide Concentration
on Energy-use Efficiency for Indoor Baby-greens Production. A link
to the article can be found at:
https://journals.ashs.org/hortsci/view/journals/hortsci/60/7/article-
p1092.xml

This Week in the Jules Janick
Horticulture Garden
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Midwest Farmers Wanted: Share How
Past Weather Extremes Shape Current
Farming Decisions

Do You Know Farmers in Indiana, Illinois, or Iowa?
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We are currently conducting interviews as part of the IMPACT²:
Social-Ecological Memory in Midwest Agriculture project. This
research explores how past extreme weather events shape
present-day farming decisions and adaptation strategies.

We are looking to connect with farmers in Indiana, Illinois, or Iowa
for interviews to learn about their stories and practices related to
weather challenges and adaptation. Interviews are in-person, last
about 45–60 minutes, and participants will receive a $100
honorarium.

If you know someone who might be interested, please reach out
to Shivika Aggrawal at saggraw@purdue.edu.

Thank you for helping us amplify the voices and knowledge of
Midwest farming communities!

Download the printable flyer.

Save the Date: Purdue Small Farm
Education Field Day

Visit https://ag.purdue.edu/department/hla/facilities/student-farm/
events.html for more information.

Register at https://bit.ly/4iPJSN5.

Hydroponic Crop Production Workshop

Date: July 12, 2025 (Saturday, 8:30 am to 3:30 pm)

Location: Department of Horticulture and Landscape
Architecture Greenhouse Complex, 625 Agriculture Mall Drive,
Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 47907

The workshop is a perfect opportunity to learn about hydroponic

crop production for home and commercial-scale operations.

Register here: (forthcoming)

Registration fees: $60 per person

Lunch/ snacks provided
Parking is free
Taught by experienced Purdue faculty

Purdue Turf and Landscape Field Day
2025

Purdue Turf and Landscape Field Day 2025

July 8, 2025 at the W. H. Daniel Turfgrass Research and
Diagnostic Center

Registration is now open:
https://mrtf.org/event/turf-and-landscape-field-day/

Lawn Care Diagnostic Training

Register at https://mrtf.org/event/lawn-care-diagnostic-training/.

Newsletters:
Facts for Fancy Fruits: https://fff.hort.purdue.edu

Vegetable Crops Hotline: https://vegcropshotline.org/

Purdue Landscape
Report: https://www.purduelandscapereport.org
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