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impatiens. Whole rice hulls appear to 
be a suitable replacement for perlite 
in a wide range of proportions. In this 
study we created a mix with up to 50 
percent whole rice hulls without seeing 

any adverse effects. Therefore, using 
larger proportions of whole rice hulls 
in propagation mixes than we used in 
our study may warrant exploration. 
Alternatively, ground rice hulls appear 

to be suitable for replacing peat 
moss in modest proportions. 
The use of smaller rice hulls 
in varying proportions may 
be more suitable for replacing 
higher proportions of peat 
moss. Producers of rooted 
cuttings are encouraged to 
conduct small-scale trials in 
their own greenhouses to 
determine what substrate mixes 
are most suitable for them.    GG
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Fig. 2.  Cuttings of ‘Celebration Deep Red’ New Guinea impatiens propagated in 
substrates containing 50 percent perlite and (from L to R) 0 to 50 percent 
ground rice hulls and 50 to 0 percent peat moss. 
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