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What seminar resources  
are available to policymakers 
and professionals? 
The following information is available at 
http://wisfamilyimpact.org

Briefing Reports: Download 34 reports that provide  
a family-impact lens on topics such as growing the  
state economy and long-term care.

Video and Audio of Seminar Presentations: Listen  
to or view 95 speaker presentations from state and  
national experts.

Family Impact Toolkit: These materials can help  
policymakers bring the lens of family impact to their 
deliberations and decisions. Key tools and step-by-step 
procedures are available for assessing how supportive 
policies and programs are of family well-being.
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“I reference the Family Impact Seminars when-
ever I’m considering legislation to do with 
children in crisis. ... I use them to demonstrate 
the role that states can play in strengthening 
families through policy.”

–Legislator



What is the reach of the seminars?
Since 1993, UW–Madison has held 34 seminars for state 
policymakers. Of the 132 legislators in office, 80 have 
attended a seminar. Including staff attendance, the 
seminars have reached 70 percent of legislative offices. 

How do participants rate the 
seminars?
Participants give high marks to the seminars. On a scale of 
1 (poor) to 5 (excellent), the average seminar ratings are:

•  Objective: 4.3

•  Relevant to their needs and interests: 4.4

•  Useful in their current role: 4.2

Do participants increase their 
knowledge about seminar topics?
In evaluations, participants report they know significantly 
more about the issue and how it affects families than they 
did before the seminar. For example, on a scale of 1 (low) 
to 4 (high), participants of a seminar on foster care rated 
their understanding of:

What are Family Impact Seminars? 
The Wisconsin Family Impact Seminars provide state 
policymakers with objective, high-quality research on 
family issues such as early brain science, corrections, 
foster care, and workforce development. Each seminar 
features presentations by and discussion sessions with 
premier researchers, policy analysts, or program directors. 
A briefing report that summarizes the latest rigorous 
research on the topic and draws implications for family 
well-being accompanies each seminar.

What are the seminar goals?
•  To build greater respect for and use of research in policy 

decisions;

•  To encourage policymakers to examine policies and 
programs through a family-impact lens; and

•  To provide neutral, nonpartisan opportunities for  
legislators to engage in open dialogue, foster  
relationships, and find common ground.

How are the seminars unique?
•  Legislators select the topic of every seminar.

•  The seminars encourage policymakers to consider the 
impact of policies on families, just as they routinely 
consider economic impact.

•  The seminars provide a range of policy options, rather 
than lobbying for particular policies.

•  Leveraging the expertise and resources of UW–Madison,  
the seminars are tailored to legislators and their  
information needs. 

•  The seminars provide a venue for legislators to discuss 
issues across party lines.

How do legislators rate the 
 usefulness of the research 
 presented at the seminars?
In follow-up interviews, policymakers rate the seminars 
and briefing reports more useful than other sources on 
families and social issues. On a scale of 1 (not useful) to  
5 (very useful), legislators at a 2014 seminar on early brain 
science rated the following information sources.

How do legislators use research 
from the seminar?
Legislators report using information from the seminars in 
various ways. For example, several features of other states’ 
prescription drug programs discussed at a seminar were later 
incorporated into Wisconsin’s senior prescription drug law. 
After a seminar on early brain science, legislators formed a 
study committee on healthy early brain development.

Legislators also report using the information to:

•  Draft new legislation

• Identify others interested in the issue

• Incorporate into speeches

• Share with colleagues

• Evaluate proposed legislation

Note. Based on responses from 18 legislators (69% response rate).

Note. Based on responses from 65 participants (78% response rate). 

How extending foster care beyond age 18 increases the pursuit of higher 
education

How evidence-based parenting programs can decrease youth behavior 
problems and improve the stability of foster care placements

How evidence-based parenting programs help foster kids develop the skills to 
self-regulate and be more responsible family members and friends

How evidence-based parenting programs have biological impacts on the 
way children’s bodies deal with toxic stress
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 Before the Seminar  After the Seminar

“The Family Impact Seminars provide a catalyst 
for problem solving across partisan lines. ... I 
wouldn’t have otherwise anticipated that a 
legislator from across the aisle might have a 
response similar to mine.”

–Legislator


