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OPTION 1 (UNDERgRADUATE STUDENTS)
You are to select a topic in the area of family or at least relevant to families which is an issue concerning a specific policy 
or an area of policy. For example, perhaps you’re interested in how decisions around the area of housing might affect 
family’s well-being or perhaps you’re interested in how policies concerning child care might affect the family and individual 
members. After you have selected your topic, you will review the relevant literature to identify any social, political, historical, 
etc. issues or events which might have impacted your particular topic. Given current issues, next identify what presently 
might be impacting your topic area and what might impact the area in the future. In other words, in what direction is your 
topic area moving and what issues might policy makers (legislators, administrators, etc.) attend to and address? Finally, what 
policy recommendations would you make in this area, and why?

Your paper should be approximately 15 typewritten pages. You are required to use research journals as well as relevant books 
and brochures for your literature review. Your referencing should be in APA format. Particularly you should attend to using 
correct style in writing your paper. A list of related journals will be handed out to you. You will hand in a copy of your paper 
no later than the last day of class. Paper topic selection and format will be discussed further in class. The topic of your paper 
must be approved by the instructor.

OPTION 2 (gRADUATE STUDENTS)
You are to do Option 1 and then expand one step further. After you finish the review of literature, you are to write a methods 
section. Of the issues you’ve identified how would you go about studying them further? What population and samples of 
people would you use and how would you get them? What instrumentation would you develop or use? What particular issues 
would be problematic? Your paper should be however long it takes to cover satisfactorily the topic area.


