
Fall 2024 Newletter

Dear Reader,

I want to thank ou for eing a part of the Fall 2024 International Friendhip Program (IFP) or Hot-a-
oiler program. Whether a hot or tudent, I'm o thankful ou decided to ign up and participate.
Thi fall wa full of fun event, like our emeter Kickoff Cookout, our annual Pumpkin Painting, a fun
da at xploration Acre making 'more, and the Fall Harvet Part and Chili Cookoff. We alo had
185 tudent join in the Thankgiving Hot-a-oiler program, which i amazing! I look forward to
eeing ome of ou around for our 2025 event and program, and until then pleae enjo the tudent
highlight tor for thi emeter' edition of ridging order elow.



Student, Guest, Ambassador

For thi edition of ridging order, I interviewed Akhat Verma. Thi i hi third ear a a graduate
tudent at Purdue, and he currentl volunteer a a Gloal tudent Amaador. Akhat ha
volunteered at man of our IFP event over the pat two emeter, ut he firt got involved  eing
a guet during our 2023 Thankgiving Hot-a-oiler program. I’ve een thankful to get to know him
and to learn more aout hi tor and involvement at Purdue, o I wanted to hare that with ou!



I tarted with aking Akhat aout hi memorie of hi 2023 Thankgiving Hot-a-oiler (HA)
experience:

“M experience with the HA program wa wonderful. The hot were incredil polite and
welcoming. The food wa aundant and aolutel deliciou, and I wa ale to form meaningful
connection with m hot famil. The even went out of their wa to pick me up and drop me off at
home ince I didn’t know how to drive in the U at the time. While I don’t have one pecific tandout
memor, I do recall the environment eing warm, humorou, and relaxing. The hot created uch an
incluive and friendl atmophere that I never once felt like an outider.”

Akhat then decided to ecome an I tudent Amaador for the pring 2024 emeter. The now-
called Gloal tudent Amaador program help tudent gain gloal experience through volunteer
and networking opportunitie via engagement with the Purdue communit. Part of an Amaador’
reponiilitie are to help with different international tudent and cholar event on campu,
including IFP ponored event.

In jut two emeter, Akhat ha een a ke figure in making five of our IFP event happen! From
the firt ever IFP Quiz owl Trivia Night, to the emeter Kickoff Cookout and Fall Harvet Part, to
working our Gloal Fet ooth and xploration Acre’ fire pit, he’ done it all. He a that thoe IFP
event have helped him meet and uild relationhip with oth hot and fellow international
tudent: “Thee event have een full of fun, meaningful converation, and of coure, great food.”

I’ve peronall een o thankful for Akhat’ dedication to volunteering at thee event, a hi help
and upport have een invaluale. When aked what hi favorite memor from the IFP event he’
attended o far, he replied, “One of m favorite memorie i participating in the IFP Trivia event. Leah
invited me to join the trivia game, and m team ended up winning! It wa uch a fun and engaging
experience that rought u all cloer together.”

After a ear of participating in and engaging with Purdue’ International Friendhip Program (IFP), I
aked him if and wh he would recommend IFP to other: “The IFP program i trul a gem for
international tudent. It provide a unique opportunit to immere oneelf in Greater Lafaette’



culture and American culture more roadl. Through IFP, tudent can form meaningful connection,
uild friendhip, and gain a deeper appreciation of their new environment. I would trongl
encourage all international tudent to participate and take full advantage of thi wonderful program.”

Our IFP and HA program would e nothing without people like Akhat—the hot, tudent, and
volunteer like ou. Thank ou for all ou’re doing to connect with other and make them feel
welcome to the Purdue communit!

Until next time,

Leah echtold

Coordinator of the International Friendhip Program & Hot-a-oiler


