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Purdue Standards



Development Standards

Who are the stakeholders and audience?

What are the primary questions?

What is the dataset? (live, monthly extract, daily extract, etc.)

What will the contact email address be for the dashboard?



Visual Guidelines

Header
Contains University logo on the left and dashboard title on 
the right

Filters
Filters on the left, footnote 
with details of what is 
filtered

Hover for Help
Explanation of dataset and 
dashboard in a tooltip in 
the upper left

Color Palette
Follow Marketing and Media 
guidelines

Numerical Values
Embedded in Visualisation

Tooltips
Used to explain data points 
and provide context on hover 
and have command buttons 
disabledBackground

White or light grey



Standards Documentation & 
Committee

https://sharepoint.purdue.edu/sites/bicc/Commiittee%20Minutes/Management%20Information%20Dashboards%20Standards_V3.pdf
https://sharepoint.purdue.edu/sites/bicc/Commiittee%20Minutes/Management%20Information%20Dashboards%20Standards_V3.pdf
https://sharepoint.purdue.edu/sites/bicc/Commiittee%20Minutes/Management%20Information%20Dashboards%20Standards_V3.pdf
https://sharepoint.purdue.edu/sites/bicc/Commiittee%20Minutes/Management%20Information%20Dashboards%20Standards_V3.pdf


https://www.purdue.edu/datadigest/


https://www.purdue.edu/managementdashboards/


Visualization Best 
Practices





The quick brown fox jumps 
over the lazy dog
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Color Choice





Accessibility



Accessibility



Comparisons





Measuring 
Area Is Hard



Measuring 
Area Is Hard



Measuring Length is Easier



Measuring Length Is Easier



Good Use of a Pie Chart



LESS IS MORE



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJouyPxHb84










ATM
Connecticut Bank & Trust









Orientation Matters



So Does Order



HOW CAN WE DECEIVE PEOPLE...



HOW CAN WE DECEIVE PEOPLE...



How to Make a Pie Chart Worse



Should You Use Cumulative?



Flipping the Axis



Control the Message Through Design



Providing Direction







What are your standards? 
How are you using design 
principles? What is your 
deployment process? Is your 
data available to all people 
on all devices?
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Donec condimentum ex 
lectus, quis pellentesque nunc feugiat in. Cras condimentum egestas tincidunt. 
Interdum et malesuada fames ac ante ipsum primis in faucibus. Quisque 
pellentesque egestas vehicula. Nulla id urna at urna congue hendrerit ac ut dolor. 
Pellentesque vulputate diam mi, sed condimentum eros auctor vestibulum. In 
elementum eros id venenatis convallis. 
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