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immune-preventive and immunotherapeutic strategies in 
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Showalter Trust Fund, and the Pharmaceutical Industry. Her 
innovative work in cancer research has been honored with the 
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HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?
Success is accomplishing my goals and giving back to humanity worldwide. My mother sold 
her wedding ring to buy me clothes so I would not miss college. After that, I received 
support from the university and international scholarships that were thoughtfully made 
available to support girls in getting an education to help them emerge from poverty and 
nothingness and become professionals and scientists. As a scientist focusing on studying 
women's cancers, especially those with unprivileged status, I am hoping to succeed with 
scientific discoveries that would reduce cancer health disparity globally.

HOW HAS YOUR DEFINITION OF SUCCESS EVOLVED? 
My definition of success evolved from knowing how to read and write to contributing to 
new knowledge. My two parents were illiterate. Further, success to me evolved to mean 
entering high school and the university and competing for international scholarships to 
earn higher degrees that would allow me to contribute to teaching, research, and 
engagement. My success evolved from attaining education to help myself and my family 
emerge from poverty to being a role model who sees education, research, and engagement 
as a medium for giving back to the people.

WHAT ROLE HAS COMMUNITY PLAYED IN YOUR SUCCESS?
Community is the incubator in which my abilities grew and blossomed. Starting with my 
community when I was a child, including schools and university teachers who relentlessly 
encouraged me and many other girls not to give up. A community of countless colleagues 
supported each other and refused to let the ship taking us to a better tomorrow sink. As a 
Sudanese immigrant, I identify with many communities in the USA, Africa, and many 
countries worldwide. This has been a crucial support for my progress and for giving back. 
In brief, community (COM., M., and Unity) represents COM – for coming, M for moving 
forward, and UNITY for uniting with other human beings. Therefore, community embodies 
the meaning of coming and moving forward in unity with other human beings, celebrating 
and embracing diversity. My colleagues in the Veterinary College and at Purdue University 
confirmed this meaning, as they continued to support my endeavors and celebrate my 
success every step while allowing me to do the same for others.

WHAT DOES MENTORSHIP MEAN TO YOU?
Mentorship is not just about getting the work done; it is an opportunity for collaboration, 
career development, growth of the mentee, and continuing learning of the mentor. I 
succeeded as a mentor when I saw evidence in my mentee's confidence and success in 
getting the job done while acquiring technical and soft skills and the ability to make 
decisions and take the responsibility seriously. In addition, I succeeded in mentoring when 
my mentees could contribute to problem-solving and teamwork while being mindful of their 
growth. Mentoring allows me to bridge the generational gap and interact with mentees 
from different geographical areas and cultures. Mentoring is an opportunity to grow as a 
leader, expand my network of collaborators, and benefit from the cross-fertilization of 
ideas.

WHAT ROLE HAS CONNECTION WITH OTHER PLAYED IN YOUR ACADEMIC JOURNEY?
I am thankful for the many opportunities that helped me get to know many distinguished 
women and men, scientists, organizations, university leaders, and fine human beings. 
Connection with these fine people opened my eyes to crucial interdisciplinary research 
work that helped generate funding to address the problem from different angles. It helped 
me expand my knowledge of institutions in the USA and abroad. It provided continuous 
cross-cultural brainstorming, which enabled me to ascertain my conviction that health 
problems like cancer require global collaborations and constant dialogue. Connections with 
diplomats, senior officials in ministries of health in Africa, and representatives in the USA 
helped expand my awareness of the Afro-centric cancer problem and led me to build a 
research focus on cancer in women living in low and middle-income countries.
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