
P U R D U E  B A N D S  &  O R C H E S T R A S  P R E S E N T S

PURDUEJAZZFESTIVAL
J A N U A R Y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 6

D I R E C T O R  I N F O R M A T I O N  P A C K E T
Dear Directors, 

	 Purdue Bands & Orchestras along with our Title Sponsor Music for All welcome you to the 36th Purdue Jazz Festival. Please 
read through this information carefully, as information changes each year. We are thrilled to offer the 2nd Annual Essentially Ellington 
Regional at Purdue. Please note that the middle school bands are back in the main festival building this year, and not Pao Hall. If you 
have questions, I’ll be available via email anytime. Looking forward to gathering in January to celebrate jazz together!
 

Bethany Robinson
Director of Jazz, Purdue University

berobins@purdue.edu

10:00 AM	Yellowjackets Brass and Woodwind Masterclass
11:00 AM	 Yellowjackets Rhythm Section Masterclass
1:30 PM	 Kirby Fellis - Trombone Masterclass
2:30 PM	 Monika Herzig, Natalie Boeyink, and Karina Kolis
3:30 PM	 Jam Session with Purdue Jazz Students and Special Guests
4:30 PM	 Marshall Gilkes

Q U I C K  R O O M  G U I D E

Performance Rooms

Elliott Hall of Music Stage

Loeb Playhouse - Stewart Center

Fowler Hall - Stewart Center

North Ballroom - PMU

Stewart 302 - Stewart Center

Stewart 218 - Stewart Center

Admissions Theatre - Stewart Center

Anniversary Drawing Room - PMU 210

Warm-up Rooms

Elliott room 30 (Clinic will be in room 15)

Stewart 206 - 2nd floor

Stewart 278 - 2nd floor

Terrace Room - PMU near S. Ballroom

Stewart 313 - 3rd floor

Stewart 314 - 3rd floor

Stewart 111 (Conference room-main floor)

PMU 230 “Director’s Room”- 2nd floor

Ensemble Types

Essentially Ellington Big Bands

Large HS Big Bands

Large HS Big Bands

Small/2nd/3rd HS Big Bands

Small/2nd/3rd HS Big Bands

Middle School Big Bands

Large HS Combos

HS NC Bands, Small/2nd/NC Combos

Any student interested in participating in the 3:30 PM jam session with Purdue 
Jazz Students should memorize one or more of the following tunes:

	 - Tenor Madness (Bb)
	 - On the Sunny Side of the Street (C)
	 - There Will Never be Another You (Eb)
	 - Someday My Prince Will Come (Bb)
	 - I’ll Remember April (G)

Sponsored by

C L I N I C S  ( P M U  2 4 0 ) J A M  S E S S I O N  I N F O

Contest headquarters will be located at Stewart Center 109 Lounge for band directors and contest officials.
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C H E C K-I N

Turn in Judges Folders (Scores & Rep/Solo Sheets) at Check-In. Please check into the building(s) where you perform. 
	
Stewart Center/Memorial Union:	Check in at the Stewart Lobby to drop off judges scores.
Elliott Hall of Music/EE Regional:	Please turn in scores in the Elliott Lobby before you transit to warm up
				    (enter across from the HOVD building, see map). 

From registration, a Purdue student will escort you to homerooms/storage areas. For bands performing in both Stewart & Elliott, 
there will be homeroom space at both buildings as needed. 

M U S I C  S C O R E S  A N D  R E P E R T O I R E  &  S O L O I S T S  S H E E T S

For Big Bands: 	 Provide 3 folders for the judges including scores with measured numbers & the Rep/Solo sheet.
		  Provide a 4th copy of the Rep/Solo Sheet for the announcer/awards.

For Combos: 	 Provide 2 folders for the judges including scores or lead sheets with measured numbers & the Rep/Solo Sheet.
		  Provide a 3rd copy of the Rep/Solo Sheet for the announcer/awards. 

The Solo/Rep sheet is editable. Please type and print 4 copies.
We encourage bands to play at least one swing tune in their repertoire. 

PA R K I N G

After buses drop off students for check in, ALL bus parking will be at back portion of the Discovery Lot (Lot 64 on Apple Maps), at the 
roundabout intersection of Harrison St. & Martin Jischke Drive. Please see the map on Page 5. Shuttles will bring drivers back to the 
Purdue Memorial Union where restaurants and lounge space are available. There is no director or bus driver hospitality provided. Use 
the Grant Street garage across from the Union for spectator parking.

H O M E R O O M / S T O R A G E

Homerooms will have multiple bands per assigned room and will be monitored by a Jazz Fest volunteer. Please keep your equipment 
close together to accommodate other bands who will be sharing the space, and do not use the homerooms as student hang out 
spaces. No playing, eating or drinking allowed. Because of our limited space, please move your equipment to your buses as 
soon as possible after your performance(s).  If you have a late performance time and need storage until after the Final Concert, 
Stewart 218 will be available. Homeroom assignments are in this packet.

W A R M - U P

Be ready to transit to your warm-up 40 minutes before performance, when your Purdue Student Guide will meet you. Your warm up will 
begin 30 minutes before your scheduled performance time and will last for 20 minutes, allowing your band 10 minutes of travel time 
to performance. The warm-up room for each performance hall is listed on the “Quick Room Guide” on Page 1. A drum set (bass drum, 
snare, tom, hardware, and throne) and keyboard will be provided. Ensembles are responsible for cymbals and amps (see Page 3 for 
performance equipment guidelines).

P E R F O R M A N C E  T I M E

Each band will be allowed 30 minutes total time from entry-exit, including set up (please utilize our provided equipment), performance, 
and clinic. Please keep your performance under 18 minutes to leave a few minutes for an adjudicator clinic, and to ensure that we 
remain on schedule throughout the day. The Purdue Student room host is responsible for adhering to the published schedule.
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P E R F O R M A N C E  E Q U I P M E N T

Provided:	 Drum Sets - Fully equipped 5-piece drum sets and hardware/cymbal stands/hi-hat stand/throne.
		  Vibes and Piano - Performance rooms will be equipped with a set of vibes and a piano/keyboard.
		  Music Stands - Performance rooms will be provided with 25 stands (big band) and 9 stands (combos).
		  Microphones - Each room will be equipped with 1 to 2 microphones for announcers and soloists.
		  Essentially Ellington Regional bands - Please see additional information in the “EE” paragraph below.

Not Provided/Bring Your Own:	 Cymbals including hi-hats & clutch
				    Any auxiliary percussion (including congas)
				    Bass and Guitar amps as well as cables/patch cords
				    Any other items not listed as “provided” above

S AT U R D AY  A F T E R N O O N  C O N C E R T

The Purdue Jazz Band will perform in Loeb Playhouse (Stewart Center) from 12:45 to 1:20 PM, featuring artist-in-residence Kirby Fellis. 
The event is free and no tickets are required. Please fill every seat as we expect to have a full audience.

S AT U R D AY  E V E N I N G  C O N C E R T

The Purdue Jazz Band will perform at the Elliott Hall of Music from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM, featuring guest artist Marshall Gilkes. Enter 
across from HOVD (See map on page 5). The event is free event and no tickets are required. The concert will begin with the high 
school band chosen by the adjudicators from the Essentially Ellington Regional room. High School and Middle School awards will be 
presented towards the end of the program. 

T I C K E T S

All Saturday Festival Performances, Clinics, and Concerts are free and open to the public and no tickets are required. The festival has 
multiple ticketed concerts throughout the week, including the Yellowjackets on Friday in Loeb Playhouse, and the January 31st Jazz 
at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis in the Elliott Hall of Music. For more information please see Purdue Convocations 
at convocations.purdue.edu.

A W A R D S

Plaques will be presented to the top 2-3 groups from each performance room and outstanding individuals/sections will be recognized 
with certificates. We will also have various jazz camp scholarships, including the Music For All Summer Jazz Camp. All awards will be 
announced and presented during the Saturday Evening concert and available for pick up in the Elliott lobby after the concert ends.

A D J U D I C AT I O N  A N D  R AT I N G S

All bands will be fully adjudicated through written and recorded comments. Non-competitive school scores/Essentially Ellington 
Regional scores will not be published. Included in this packet is a sample adjudication form to let you know what the judges will be 
listening for. Audio adjudicator recordings and a video of the performance will be provided digitally at the end of the day. The adjudicator 
comment sheets/scores will be available for pickup approximately 45 minutes after your performance at contest headquarters for 
Stewart/Union performing groups. Elliott performer results will be available at the Elliott lobby registration table. 

F O O D  S E R V I C E

The PMU and Stewart Center prohibits outside food and drinks in the buildings – if you bring in outside food, they can issue fines 
to your school. Extensive food services are available on the bottom floor of the Purdue Memorial Union adjacent to Stewart Center. 

http://convocations.purdue.edu
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E S S E N T I A L LY  E L L I N G T O N  R E G I O N A L  O V E R V I E W  PA G E

Several schools are signed up for the Elliott Hall (Essentially Ellington Regional) and also performing in Stewart/Union. Please make 
a plan for your band to check in at each venue where you perform, to ensure your music scores and rep sheets make it to our judges 
for your performance. Drop off your scores/rep sheets at least 45 minutes before your performance in the building where your band(s) 
perform (this could mean dropping off scores in both Elliott AND Stewart if you have multiple bands, for example).

E E  E Q U I P M E N T

We are providing bass & guitar amps in the Elliott spaces only (warm up, performance, and clinic), in addition to a drum set with 
hardware. You will still need to provide your own cymbals/hi-hat/clutch and any other auxillary percussion you might need. We are 
providing more rhythm section equipment in Elliott to help with bands who are performing in both Elliott & Stewart so you don’t have 
to bring all the equipment to both places. If you also have Stewart/Union performances, you can drop off your amps at your Stewart 
homeroom. Make your own plan for when and where you will drop students, equipment, and judges folders and leave yourself plenty 
of time.

E E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

Joining Essentially Ellington through the Jazz at Lincoln Center website is required bands performing in the Essentially Ellington Purdue 
Regional at the Elliott Hall of Music. To join EE for free, please visit https://eebd.jazz.org and complete the online membership form.

Bands participating the Essentially Ellington Purdue Regional must perform the following:
	 - One Swing Tune
	 - One Director’s Choice
	 - One Chart from the Essentially Ellington Library

You can contact Oliver Beardsley, obeardsley@jazz.org for access to charts from previous years for FREE.

E E  R E Q U I R E D  F O R M  T O  C O M P L E T E  B Y  J A N U A R Y  9 t h

EE Music and Luncheon Sign Up

Please fill out the form linked above by January 9th. Jazz at Lincoln Center is collecting this information from all EE Regionals around 
the country. All Directors performing in Elliott are invited to a luncheon with Lauren Sevian and John Reynolds from 12:40 PM to 1:20 PM. 
The link also has a place to RSVP for the luncheon which will be held in the Elliott Hall stage right green room.

S I G N  U P  F O R  R E M I N D  F O R  E E  F I N A L E  P E R F O R M E R  C O M M U N I C AT I O N

This is how I will communicate which band will be playing in the evening concert, and will send any updates on the luncheon, or other 
updates during the festival. To sign up: Send a text to the number 81010, with the message @pjf26 

E E  A W A R D S ,  A D J U D I C AT I O N ,  A N D  C L I N I C S

Essentially Ellington Adjudicator Sheets are attached. Please note that they are different than the Purdue judges sheets. The Repertoire/
Soloist Sheet for Essentially Ellignton will be the same as for the rest of the festival. Top 3 outstanding bands, section awards, and 
solo awards for Elliott Hall will be announced at the finale concert. One band will be chosen by the adjudicators to play in the evening 
concert, ahead of the Purdue Jazz Band. The winner will be notified through REMIND (see above). 2 Jazz at Lincoln Center Adjudicators 
and 2 Indiana Adjudicators will be assigned to this room, and 1 Jazz at Lincoln Center Adjudicator will do a 20-minute workshop with 
the band after the performance in a different room.

https://eebd.jazz.org
https://jazz.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/EE-Complete-Tune-List-2026.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yKSce_Co8bDu4kxpBm7a-1dLhLgPLHIa2CX0m47YMME/viewform?edit_requested=true
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T H I N G S  T O  N O T E

•	 All busses will park in Lot 64.
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back to the Stewart Center.
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enter across from HOVD building. 
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SAMPLE
PURDUEJAZZFESTIVAL

B I G  B A N D  A D J U D I C AT I O N  S H E E T

School Name: ___________________________________

Band Name: ____________________________________

Director Name: __________________________________

Selections          Composer

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

2.___________________________________________________________________________________________

3.___________________________________________________________________________________________

4.___________________________________________________________________________________________

Ensemble (Wind Players)
Quality: Sound/Intonation
Technique
Musicality

Rhythm Section
Technique
Time
Sensitivity

Soloists
Technique
Jazz Ideas/Style
Communication
Excitement

Other Factors
Choice of Music
Programming
Jazz Excitement
Stage Presence

Comments:

Comments:

Comments:

13

Comments:

TOTAL SCORE

/50

/25

/15

/10

/100

I II III

I II III

I II III

I II III

I II III

50

Judge’s Signature:_____________________________

Comments:

42 34 0

25 21 17

15

0

011

08910

100 85 70 0



SAMPLE
PURDUEJAZZFESTIVAL

C O M B O  A D J U D I C AT I O N  S H E E T

School Name: ___________________________________

Band Name: ____________________________________

Director Name: __________________________________

Selections          Composer

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

2.___________________________________________________________________________________________

3.___________________________________________________________________________________________

4.___________________________________________________________________________________________

Ensemble (Wind Players)
Quality: Sound/Intonation
Technique
Musicality

Rhythm Section
Technique
Time
Sensitivity

Soloists
Technique
Jazz Ideas/Style
Communication
Excitement

Other Factors
Choice of Music
Programming
Jazz Excitement
Stage Presence

Comments:

Comments:

Comments:

TOTAL SCORE

/15

/25

/50

/10

/100

I II III

I II III

I II III

Judge’s Signature:_____________________________

Comments:

I II III

15 13 11 0

50

I II III

25 21 17 0

034

08910

100 85 70 0

42

Comments:
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REGIONAL ESSENTIALLY ELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ BAND FESTIVAL 
ADJUDICATION FORM 2025

Instructions:  
Rate each item on the scale 1 to 10, ten being the highest.  Each selection can total up to 50 points.  After listening to 
the three selections, add them all together.  This will give you the grand total, which is a maximum of 150 points. 

Selection #1  _____________________________________ 

Selection #2 _____________________________________ 

Selection #3 _____________________________________ 

Selection #1 Selection #2 Selection #3 

SOULFULNESS – swing, spirit 
(1-10 pts.) 

RHYTHM SECTION - Groove, balance, pulse, timekeeping, 
communication with soloists, swing feel  
(1-10 pts.) 

SOLOING/ IMPROVISATION- Constructing improvisations through 
harmonic progressions in the style of the piece  
(1-10 pts.) 

INTERPRETATION – Expression, stylistic choices, maintaining 
integrity of the original piece, cohesive ensemble sound, beauty  
(1-10 pts.) 

BASIC MUSICIANSHIP/ TECHNIQUE – Articulation, precision, 
intonation, rhythm, attacks, releases, dynamics, accents, tempo, 
phrasing, blend, control, projection, clarity, melodic line, tone (1-10 
pts.) 

TOTALS     (5-50 pts.) 

GRAND TOTAL ______ 

Adjudicator’s signature SAMPLE
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REGIONAL ESSENTIALLY ELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ BAND FESTIVAL 
ADJUDICATION FORM 2025

Comments – Selection #1 

Please comment on the areas in the scoring rubric: 

SOULFULNESS – swing, spirit 

RHYTHM SECTION - Groove, balance, 
pulse, timekeeping, communication with 
soloists, swing feel  

SOLOING/ IMPROVISATION- Constructing 
improvisations through harmonic 
progressions in the style of the piece  

INTERPRETATION – Expression, stylistic 
choices, maintaining integrity of the 
original piece, cohesive ensemble sound, 
beauty  

BASIC MUSICIANSHIP/ TECHNIQUE – 
Articulation, precision, intonation, rhythm, 
attacks, releases, dynamics, accents, 
tempo, phrasing, blend, control, projection, 
clarity, melodic line, tone  

Additional Comments on Selection #1 

SAMPLE
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