
Fall 2023 Newletter

CELEBRATING A SUCCESSFUL FALL

Greeting, IFP Hot and tudent!

Welcome to the Fall 2023 iue of ridging order, the official newletter for the International Friendhip
Program (IFP). In thi iue, ou'll get to hear from new and long-term IFP hot on their experience thi fall,
a well a an introductor article for the new IFP program coordinator. You'll alo get to ee a hort review of
oth IFP and the Thankgiving Hot-a-oiler program, plu ome upcoming pring IFP event to put on our
calendar. Thank for giving thi a read!

MAKING THE CONNECTIONS

Hot John Race arrived at Purdue, and aumed hi new pot a Winter eion Program Manager.
He dicovered it would connect him to making an additional contriution to hi new communit.

A pecial experience had een having a Japanee roommate during college da. John had found
that hi new international friend needed upport in connecting to campu and American life. He
egan to make it happen.

At Purdue he aw the opportunit to further thi goal  ecoming an IFP Hot. John took hi
tudent to a campu-dining hall, and hared a meal with him. It wa the chance for an international
tudent to ee an American univerit providing nutrition for it population.



John alo o�ered o� campu activitie to introduce hi tudent to apect of American life, and
tradition. There wa a viit to an apple orchard, a chili cook o�, and a pumpkin painting for our
unique celeration of Halloween. Mot of all, John feel it i important to keep in touch. He ue text
meaging, toda’ vital communication medium for ounger generation.

John ugget that international tudent make the e�ort to develop connection that enrich
American univerit experience. He encourage them to tart friendhip with dometic
clamate. Other poiilitie include joining clu and participating in activitie where there are
common interet. Watching ome American TV can alo o�er a further look at American life.

He recommend that new hot o�er option for tudent to etalih connection to campu and
communit. There i no ingle wa, ut hot hould o�er their et poiilitie. The tudent will
appreciate the e�ort.

In pare time John like watching and plaing port. Volleall i a current paion. He read over a
wide pectrum of genre, and like divere ranche of muic. He enjo travel and tring new
delicacie.

John feel hoting o�er international tudent the guidance the need to make the connection
that enrich their American experience.



 THE REWARDS CONTINUE

Longtime IFP Hot eth and Je� Nagel talk aout o�ering an important lice of American life for
their international tudent. The etimate that perhap 80% come with little knowledge or
undertanding of uch. A Purdue graduate, the could ee it firt hand while on campu.

Former IFP Director, eth Tucker had come to their church to talk aout IFP, and recruit new hot.
A the rewarding outcome of hoting ecame apparent, it wa no urprie that eth & Je� igned
up. Their joful ervice ha continued over the ear.

The o�er their international tudent a variet of fun activitie. With farming in their ackground,
the take tudent to farm area. It i alwa a delightful experience for the tudent to ride on farm
vehicle, and epeciall revealing for thoe from uran area.

Multiple famil activitie include pecial holida time, Thankgiving, Chritma, and ater. eth
and Je� decrie the joou moment of tudent earching for the traditional holida egg. The
want their tudent to feel the have famil far from home, ring their friend, and find a warm
welcome in the Purdue Communit.

eth and Je� advie their tudent to take advantage of campu opportunitie eond cla work.
The realize that international tudent tend to take their tudie quite erioul. The feel that extra-
curricular activitie are alo important in helping to accutom their tudent to campu life. The
can join tudent organization and attend or participate in variou event. Thi can lead to new
friendhip and a etter undertanding of our local American cene.

In their pare time eth and Je� like oard and card game. The participate in church activitie



helping with hopitalit and trengthening marriage. When awa from home, the epeciall like
famil vacation.

A veteran hot, the ugget that new hot include tudent in famil activitie and make them
feel part of our life. Mot of all e ourelf. The a that making the e�ort a welcoming hot will
ring forth pecial reward, happ memorie, and often lead to lifelong friendhip a well.

THE NEXT STEPS

Leah echtold had her calling. The pot of IFP Coordinator in the Office of International tudent & cholar
had opened. he knew thi wa omething he would love. Leah recall, “I had to go for it.”

Matching i a principal activit of IFP. ach emeter ring forward the tak of finding hot familie for new
international tudent. At a previou minitr, Leah had found houing for Chinee tudent. Connecting
Purdue’ divere international tudent with local hot would e oth exciting and challenging. It wa Leah’



moment to emrace oth.

he had long felt a miion to erve the world and hare cultural experience. That wa enhanced  her
major in intercultural tudie at outhwet aptit Univerit in olivar, Miouri. It continued while teaching
L to urmee refugee near pringfield, her hometown.

Her goal i to uild upon the man accomplihment of longtime former IFP Program Director, eth Tucker.
There will e an amitiou program of recruitment of oth tudent and hot.

Contact with new international tudent will emphaize the enefit of having “famil” awa from home, a
well a taking advantage of what Purdue and the Greater Lafaette Communit offer.

Veteran hot will e contacted and encouraged to tell their friend. Local organization will e viited,
mentioning how hoting lead to feeling of atifaction and accomplihment. There will e development of
joint event with local uinee and communit organization. Hot will e involved in the planning of
them.

There will alo e the goal of updating the IFP Weite. It will e made moother to navigate along with a
eamle ign up proce.

In her pare time, Leah like oard game, and tring new retaurant. he love to travel, epeciall to place
with peronal connection. he find volunteering for church activitie rewarding. Mot of all, he i
paionate aout getting people involved in their local communitie and eond. Her new miion i to take
IFP to it next tep, and accomplihing thoe pecial goal.

FALL 2023 EVENTS










