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Narrative: (include rationale for origin of concept, activity proposed, locus of review; 1 e
page maximum) ',
NIGMS proposes to support Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Awards for 51:.
Individual Predoctoral Fellows (F31) who are pursuing a Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) ;L,,txm ¥
degree and are in PharmD/PhD dual degree programs. Applicants must be at the a!wﬂd 'i#w(
dissertation research stage of their doctoral training and must show evidence of both .

high academic performance in the sciences and substantial interest in areas of high - ’LA .ﬂ# et
priority to the NIGMS mission. NIGMS, as well as other NIH institutes, were approached Lakams -
by faculty and administrators at schools of pharmacy to support the training of their

students who are pursuing the PharmD and are interested in research training in basic AP R g

and clinical sciences, Recently, pharmacy schools have taken on a much greater role in ] T
training individuals who enter the field of clinical pharmacology, however. PharmD A 1&1
students have not had many opportunities to concurrently pursue intensive research ;W
experiences during the time they are in the PharmD program. Because of job

opportunities for PharmDs once they graduate, it is difficult to interest them to return and 1{}“ Ja r_r-l?f_,
pursue clinical or research careers. We have been told that there may be a critical

shortage of PharmD graduates in the near future who have the necessary training and :/I} inrera) gop,
tools to pursue NIH supported research and hold faculty positions in schools of : -
pharmacy. To meet this situation, a number of research intensive pharmacy schools %;ﬂ,,,).l]w ( a
have recently stalled dual degree PharmD/PhD programs. MOMS and NCI supported a [ _ #r
workshop "Pharm.D. Pathways to Biomedical Research” in December 2006 and had a ! ﬂ,t,.([l}ai
frank discussion with PharmDs who have NIH grants and pharmacy school

administrators to discuss opportunities for research training for PharmD students and

possible NIH support mechanisms. In discussions within PPBC, it was felt that the

support of PharmD students who are interested in pursuing a PhD degree could be best

net through individual F31 fellowship awards which provides stipend and tuition support

for the dissertation stage of their PhD training, Applications from PharmD/PhD students

would compete in standing fellowship review panels with other predoctoral applicants

who are seeking the PhD degree or are enrolled in joint professional degree (MD, DVM,

DDS and others)/PhD programs.

Timeline: Council concept approval: _ 1/25/2008
NIH Guide publication: 42008
Application receipt' ___F receipt dates (8/8.1210 4/8
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