Indiana clinical and translational sciences institute

Request for Applications
COLLABORATION IN BIOMEDICAL/TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH (CBR/CTR) PILOT GRANT PROGRAM 

A JOINT INITIATIVE BETWEEN

INDIANA UNIVERSITY 

AND

PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
AND

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
Round 1 -  2008
INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS:

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The State of Indiana is fortunate to have three premier research universities that are recognized leaders with complementary strengths in translational research – Indiana University, Purdue University and the University of Notre Dame.  These three universities in collaboration with a National Institutes of Health (NIH) grant, have formed a new institute called Indiana Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute (ICTSI).  This institute was conceived as a statewide laboratory to conduct innovative research and education in health sciences.  The overall mission of the ICTSI is  "To increase translational biomedical research and improve the health of the people of Indiana and beyond."  While entities at these three universities collaborate on many levels, to advance student learning and to advance the discovery of new knowledge, we believe there exist further opportunities for collaboration and synergy to advance the frontiers of translational research.

The overall objective of this first round of the CTSI Collaboration in Translational Research (CTR) pilot grant program (previously known as the IUSM / Purdue CBR program) is to foster and encourage collaborations between entities at the three institutions and to initiate or continue translational research projects that have the potential to develop into larger, continuing, externally funded research programs.
Applications to this program are considered seed grants and are expected to have a maximum requested amount of $75,000, typically of one (1) year duration.   Proposed projects should have at least two (or more) principal investigators (PIs) of roughly equal contribution from at least two of the sponsoring affiliates for this program.  Sponsoring affiliates include:

IU School of Medicine(IUSM)
IUPUI (non-IUSM)



IU Bloomington


Purdue University (West Lafayette)

University of Notre Dame

WHO MAY APPLY

IUSM: All full-time faculty, regardless of tenure status, having a primary appointment as Assistant Professor or Assistant Scientist and above, are eligible to apply.  This eligibility includes those faculty appointed as part-time Assistant Professor or above, if they are geographically full-time.  Faculty in visiting ranks are not eligible for funding.  

IUB/IUPUI: All tenured or tenure-track faculty at or above the Assistant Professor level; faculty at all levels of the Scientist or Scholar tracks. 

Purdue: All tenured or tenure-track West Lafayette faculty at or above the Assistant Professor level; all research professors; all clinical faculty.
Notre Dame: All tenured or tenure-track faculty at or above the Assistant Professor level; all research professors.
RESTRICTIONS

1. Facilities and Administrative costs, or indirect costs, will not be allowed.

2. Requested grant funding period cannot usually exceed 12 months.  However, funded projects may be permitted a no-cost extension, or an extended project period with no additional funding with approval of the CTSI administration.

3. Institutional support must be indicated by completion of all signatures on the application pages.  As submission will be electronic only, facsimile or electronic signatures are appropriate.  
MECHANISM FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

Applications will be considered one time per year.  Submission due date is Monday, December 1, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.  Applications will be reviewed by a joint review committee with representation from the five sponsoring affiliates.  Awards will be announced in late January, 2009.  Projects should have a start date no earlier than February 1, 2009. 

Application forms are available at: 
Application forms and submission instructions available at:  IndianaCTSI.org/grants 

Log in / Click on Collaboration in Biomedical/Translational Research Pilot Grant Program

For questions regarding scope or review of the proposal, please contact:

IU


Lisa Dinsmore (ldinsmo@iupui.edu) 

Purdue

Christine King (hcking@purdue.edu) 


Notre Dame

Melanie DeFord (mdeford@nd.edu) 

For financial issues related to budgeting and grant submissions, please contact:


IU


Office of Executive Dean for Administration, Operation and 

Finance  (iusmoper@iupui.edu) 

(317) 274-5373

Purdue

Office of the Vice President for Research
Christy Haddock, Director of Financial Affairs 

(cjhaddock@purdue.edu)   

Notre Dame

Office of Research




Rick Hilliard, Director of PreAward




Richard.A.Hilliard.1@nd.edu
Applications will follow this sequence:
(Proposal form is on the website.)

Page 1.  Face page, which specifies the title of the proposal, principal investigator and his/her affiliation, collaborator(s) and affiliation, where work will be performed, and the total budget.
Page 2-3.  Budget page listing the direct costs for all personnel 

· No funds will be allocated for PI or collaborator salaries.
· Travel beyond that which is necessary between the institutions / campuses will require justification.
· No indirect costs may be requested.
· Supplies and other costs must relate directly to performance of the project.
· All costs should be specifically justified (limit justification to ½ page).

Excel budget template also provided on CTSI website noted above.

Page 4-12. Research Plan should have at least 1 inch margins and is not to exceed 9 double-spaced pages, including references.  Type size must be clear and readily legible and reasonable size, at least 12 point.   

The CTR Grant program is to foster collaborative research between campuses with the goal of stimulating new extramurally funded research programs. 

Requests for funds will be critiqued on the strength of the research and the potential for future extramural support. Therefore, the Research Plan should:

1. Communicate the scientific significance and innovation of the proposed collaboration. Special attention should be paid to its relevance and translational potential towards human health.  

2. It should also describe the potential Specific Aims for a future grant and describe how the CTR funds will be used to increase the likelihood of funding success. 

The application narrative should be structured in accordance with the following format:

A. Objectives of the current proposal:  State the overall objective or goal of the proposed research program. Describe the research program that will arise/has arisen from the collaboration. 

B. Specific Aims of the proposed extramural grant:  Briefly describe the agency, the program and time frame that you plan to submit the extramural proposal for this collaborative project.  Please provide “Specific Aims” section of the proposed extramural application. 
C. Description of Joint Research Program:  Briefly review the most significant previous work and describe the current status of research in the field.  Document with references.  If applicable, describe any preliminary work the investigators have done which led to this proposal.  Define how the collaboration will lead to an extramurally funded research program by including potential specific aims. Briefly describe the experimental approach that will address the specific aims.

D. Use of Funds:  Describe the importance of the CTR funds to the overall research program and how the pilot funds will strengthen the extramural grant application.
E. Significance:  What is the potential importance of the proposed collaboration?  What is its potential impact on human health? Discuss any novel ideas or contributions that the collaboration offers.  Make clear the potential importance of the proposed collaboration for further investigation and future research on the different campuses.

Page 13. Principal Investigator/Collaborator Assurance, per form in application.


Page 14-16.  Biographical sketch of the principal investigator including his/her bibliography (3-page maximum).

Page 17-19.  Biographical sketch of the collaborator including his/her bibliography (3-page maximum).

POST AWARD REQUIREMENTS

1. All awards will be expected to go through a brief assessment of milestones and progress after the first 6 months, either by telephone or in person by the CTSI program officials.

2. A final report must be submitted electronically to the Administrative Office of the Indiana CTSI (ictsi@iupui.edu) within 30 days of the termination of the award period. Grant recipients are reminded to acknowledge receipt of Indiana CTSI support in any presentation or publication of work funded by a CTR Grant Award. In order to assess the effectiveness of the CTR grant mechanism, grant recipients must notify the Indiana CTSI Administrative Office when CTR support results in submission of a proposal for external funding.  

Electronic receipt date is December 1, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.

