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In 1945 James Thurber (1894-1956) once retold a story that had been first told by Max Adeler in 

a book of stories published before the turn of the 20th Century.  It seems that some New England 

genius, in his spare time, had thought up a new household contraption.  Impressed with its space-

and-time-saving possibilities, one family bought the gadget, so thrilled that with the mere press of 

a button what appeared to be an ordinary card table would leap into the air a foot or so, extend 

itself smartly, and become an ironing board. 

 

Shortly however, the table-to-board mechanism became so sensitized that it would transform it-

self back and forth if you merely touched the thingñ without even pushing the button.  Once, 

after the device had leaped up and smacked the couple a few times while they were in the middle 

of a hot Euchre game, the invention was banished to the atticñ where on windy nights they 

could hear it flopping and banging around, changing back and forth on its own from the card ta-

ble to the ironing board.  

 

While a stretch, let me draw a lesson from the touchy card table-to-ironing board contraption.  

As a new calendar year and academic semester begin, its is good to remember that like the card 

table to ironing board flip, there is value in a life balanced between alternating aspects of learn-

ing.  In other words, there are times when necessity calls for work, very hard work from all of us.  

But, as the highly regarded Harvard educator Sara Lawrence Lightfoot urges us, there is room for 

play as well.  òLearning is at its best,ó Lightfoot says, òwhen it is deadly serious and very playful at 

the same time.ó  To be deadly serious means that learning should be disciplined.  But discipline 

does not exclude playfulness. In fact, what makes learning so potentially delightful (that is, what 

makes it human) is this flipping back and forth as we sustain an eternal conversation between us.  

These on-going conversations become the true source of our best ideas, decisions, and meanings.  

The British artist John Constable (177601837) once said, òLight and shadow never stand still.ó  

Nor should we.  

 

So welcome back.  May your New Year and semester be moving.   

Department Head Notes 
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Zelaznik named Associate Dean 

Howard Zelaznik has 

been appointed HHS As-

sociate Dean for Research 

and Graduate Programs, 

effective January 3
rd

. HHS 

Dean Christine Ladisch 

commented,òHowieõs 

prior experience as an as-

sociate dean for research in CLA, prior service 

as chair of the IRB, former chair of the Univer-

sity Senate, and now as Provost Fellow, will 

serve him well as he takes on this new role in 

HHS. I am very pleased that he has accepted 

the position and I look forward to working 

with him .ò  Be sure to congratulate Howie on 

his new role in HHS leadership.  

          - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Dr. Zelaznik Published 

Kwon, Oh -Sang , Zelaznik, Howard N., Chiu, 

George and Pizlo, Zygmunt (2011)  òHuman 

Motor Transfer Is Determined by the Scaling of 

Size and Accuracy of Movementó, Journal of 

Motor Behavior , 43: 1, 15 ñ 26,  First pub-

lished on: 13 December 2010 (iFirst) 

 

Oh-Sang Kwon, and Zygmunt Pizlo,  Depart-

ment of Psychological Sciences, Purdue Univer-

sity, West Lafayette, Indiana.  

Howard N. Zelaznik, Department of Health 

and Kinesiology, Purdue University, West La-

fayette, Indiana.  

George Chiu,  School of Mechanical Engineer-

ing, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indi-

ana. 

 

Faculty Recognized  

with Honors  

 

To honor his service to the 

American Alliance for 

Health, Physical Education, 

Recreation and Dance and 

its professions, Dr. Tom 

Templin has been selected 

by the AAHPERD Recogni-

tion Awards Committee to 

receive the Honor C/U Award this spring.   

Dr. Templin will accept the award at the 2011 

National Convention in San Diego on Thurs-

day, March 31, 2011, during the Recognition 

Awards Ceremony.   

           

            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

 

 

The American Association for 

Health Education has chosen 

Dr. Randy Black to be in-

ducted into its òFellowsó pro-

gram.   

Dr. Black will receive the Fellows designation 

at the 2011 AAHE Convention in San Diego on 

April 1, 2011.    
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Congratulations are in store for Bonnie Blankenship and 

her family as they welcome a new grandbaby!  Kennedy Rae 

Wolford arrived December 22, 2010 weighing 6 lb. 8 oz.    

 

"Its a boy!ó On Dec 11th 

the Hunte household in-

crease by one Portuguese 

Water Dog puppy. Blaze 

was born on Oct 19th in 

Illinois.  

 

January 

11     Steve McKenzie 

23     Haslyn Hunte 

 

February 

11     Gerry Hyner 
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New Graduate Students for Spring 

Students entering our graduate program this semester are: 

 Daniel German                Master of Science, Pedagogy 

 Nancy Hammel               PhD, Recreation & Sport Management 

 Samina Khan                   Master of Public Health 

 Tahira Yeasmeen             Master of Public Health 

 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011:  Last day to declare candidacy for May gradua-

tion.   See Lisa Duncan for details. 

 

 

 

 

On Monday, January 17 the 

Health & Kinesiology office 

will be closed in honor of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

 

 

 



LAMB Building Emergency Plan (BEP)  
 

Purdue University requires a Building Emergency Plan be completed for EVERY 
building occupied by ten or more people. These plans will include basic information 

designed to anticipate and prepare for a building emergency response by detailing 
specific information about the building.  
 

Ours can be found at the following link: http://www.cla.purdue.edu/hk/documents/
Lambert_Building_Emergency_Plan_%28BEP.2010%29.pdf  

You can also find the BEP by going to the footer of our HK web pages and click on the 
link labeled  Lambert Gymnasium -  Building Emergency Plan (2011)  
 

A hard copy is kept in Donna Steeleôs office - LAMB Room 115.  
 

Below is a sample of our web page with the link to the Lambert Gymnasium ï Build-
ing Emergency Plan (2011) circled in red.  

 

Jan. 14, 2011 Page 5 

http://www.cla.purdue.edu/hk/documents/Lambert_Building_Emergency_Plan_%28BEP.2010%29.pdf
http://www.cla.purdue.edu/hk/documents/Lambert_Building_Emergency_Plan_%28BEP.2010%29.pdf
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Contõd. 
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