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I am pleased to announce that Dr. Larry Leverenz has accepted our invitation to be 

the 2011 Charles C. Cowell Lecturer.  As many of you know, Larry has been at Pur-

due since 1991, coming to us from the University of Iowa where he was the Associ-

ate Director of Athletic Training Programs.  Currently he is a Clinical Professor and 

Director of Athletic Training Education in our department.  He also has a clinical ap-

pointment in Intercollegiate Athletics. 

In his lecture, Larry will be sharing his insights and progress on the research that he 

and others at Purdue are doing in the area of sport-related brain injuries.  In par-

ticular, this research team is exploring asymptomatic concussions in football. Their 

work is attracting a good deal of media attention, including a cover story in Sports 

Illustrated (November 1, 2010). 

On the other hand, Charles C. Cowell—the man we honor by way of this 33 year 

old lecture series—you may not know of.  ―Charlie‖ was a Purdue faculty member 

in our department who was an internationally known scholar and author.  He 

served at Purdue from 1947 until his untimely death in 1963.  He wrote six books 

and published widely in professional journals.  

Another Purdue faculty member, the late Tony Annarino (1923-2010), was one of 

Charlie’s students.  Tony called Charlie a man of all seasons, a vivid professional, 

and a teacher with a flavor and style that created spontaneity, immediacy, and 

vigor in everything he did. 

But no one is perfect.  Tony was fond of telling this story on Charlie Cowell, as also 

an absent minded professor.  It seems that Charlie was scheduled to deliver a paper 

at a conference in Philadelphia one year.  He drove his car to the meetings.  He 

gave his paper, attended other meetings at the conference, and then otherwise per-

formed his duty to be a hail fellow well met.  Then he came back to West Lafayette 

and Purdue—by train. 

Please consider this brief introduction to both Larry and Charlie to be an informal 

invitation to you all to attend this year’s Charles C. Cowell Lecture and Awards Re-

ception to be held in the Purdue Memorial Union, Wednesday evening April 20, 

2011.  Hope to see you there. 

Department Head Notes 
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Graduate Office Deadlines for Spring 2011 

 

Friday, March 4 (Exam/Degree Only):  Last day for “exam/degree” registrants to sub-
mit the appropriate Report of the Final Examination and the Thesis Receipt forms.  If 
these forms are not received in the Graduate School, the registration will be revised 
to research credits.     

 

Wednesday, March 16:  Last day to declare candidacy for Spring 2011 graduation.  
You should see Lisa to do so.    

 

Please notify Lisa Duncan of any thesis or dissertation defense dates 2 weeks and 2 
days prior to the scheduled date.  Also, please let her know of any schedule thesis/
dissertation proposal dates. 

 

 

Upcoming Undergraduate Dates & Deadlines 

 

Friday, February 18:  Reports of unsatisfactory work are to issued as of this date 

 

Monday, February 21:  Last day for grade corrections for Fall 2010 semester 

 

Monday, March 7:  Second Eight-Week Courses Begin 

 

Monday-Saturday, March 14-19:  Spring Break   
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Kudos to Kim on 25 years 
Last August marked Kim Lehnen’s 25

th
 year anni-

versary at Purdue.  Kim began her career at Pur-

due in the Department of Political Science on 

August 19, 1985.  She served as receptionist there 

for a little over 3 years.  She then came to our 

department as a secretary for the health sec-

tion.  She left for a brief period of time to work 

for Public Affairs Video Archives (C-Span), but 

believes her heart was always here!  Kim came 

back to the department upon the retirement of 

Pat Stone to work as the department reception-

ist.  When the position of department head sec-

retary opened, she applied and was hired in Au-

gust, 1992.   

 

 When she began working with PALS (then NYSP), Kim was responsible for 

the daily attendance of the program participants.  Her duties increased and 

now, as Co-Director with Dr. Bill Harper, she is responsible for fund rais-

ing, securing in-kind donations, scheduling activities, times, and locations 

for camp and day-to-day operations which include supervising over 30 

employees, resolving conflicts, handling parent issues/complaints, and  

trouble -shooting any issues or problems that arise on 

a day to day basis.  Kim names being able to be out 

at camp each day with Purdue students and local chil-

dren as the most gratifying thing she has experienced 

in 25 years at Purdue.   

 

The variety of duties in her position means that each 

day is different, never knowing what will be required 

on any given day .  Kim stays busy being a mom to 

two daughters, Kaylee (14) and Taylor (11) 

as well as coaching cheerleading at Ross-

ville middle school.   

 

We are so fortunate to have Kim as an integral member of our 

department!  A tip-of-the-hat to Kim! 
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The Templeman family is 

celebrating the birth of a new 

grandbaby for Ann.  Baby 

Kate Emma was born the eve-

ning of January 20. She ar-

rived weighing 7 lb. 6 oz., 21 

1/4 “ long.  What a sweet-

heart! 

 

Congratulations Ann and fam-

ily! 

 

 

 Randy Black’s family welcomes a new grandson,  David 

 Alexander Black,  born Saturday, February 12.   Little 

 David  weighed 7 lb. 6 oz. and was 23” long.   Everyone is 

 doing well.  This is Dr. Black’s second grandchild. 

 

 

 

Purdue Worklife Blood Drive 

Armstrong Atrium 

Monday, February 21 - Friday, February 25 

9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
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Dr. George Avery recently delivered an invited talk en-
titled “Political Institutions and Health Programs” as a 
Continuing Medical Education course for the Depart-
ment of Preventive Medicine and Biometrics, College 
of Medicine, Uniformed Services University of Health 

Sciences on January 19 in Bethesda, Maryland. 

 

 
 
 

Dr. Adam Barry is among researchers at Purdue collaborating with the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee's Center for Addiction and Behavioral 
Health Research Center on a survey comparing the college experience of 
civilian students and that of student service members and ROTC students.     
 
Dr. Barry was cited in a recent article in the CABHR Fall 2010 newsletter 
entitled  Combat to Campus :  Understanding the Needs of Student Veter-
ans.  He explains that, as shown in previous studies, service members are 
more likely to use and abuse alcohol than civilians and college life pre-
sents more opportunities for high-risk drinking.   Initial findings of the 
comparative study suggest that student service member/veteran drinking 
was linked to a number of negative outcomes, some of which were mental 
health conditions.  
 
Researchers and college administrators say they 
are only beginning to understand the needs of stu-
dent veterans and how to help them succeed.  
 
To view this article and find out more about this ef-
fort, visit www4.uwm.edu/cabhr/neweletters/
cabhr_news_fall10.pdf.  
 

 

Purdue researchers work with UWM on veteran study 

Dr. Avery speaks to Uniformed Services University 
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The book is well-worn.  It has traveled Here and There over these many years since 
someone laid it in our very small lap in 1950, and never in all these years was its 
reader very far, ever, from One Hundred Acre Wood, or 
Bee Tree, or Six Pines, or the North Pole.  If it is possible 
for a book to graft itself to its reader, then A. A. Milne’s 
Winnie-the-Pooh did so graft itself to this reader.  One 
would think that by now we would have shed Pooh, Eey-
ore, Christopher Robin, Piglet, Kanga and Baby Roo, Owl, 
and Rabbit; and by now we would have gotten over the 
frets and fears of meeting Woozles and Heffalumps.  Not 
yet, it seems.  Maybe one day.  Maybe never.   

 

Our edition of Winnie-the-Pooh was the 202nd printing, 
the E. P. Dutton edition.  The book was originally pub-
lished by the British publishing house, Metheun, in 
1926.  Artist Ernest Shepard illustrated the book 
(Shepard also illustrated Kenneth Grahame’s Wind in the Willows).  With the Milne 
text and the Shepard illustrations, the book was and still is wildly popular.  If Pooh 
were to count up the total sales of Pooh, well, the Bear of Very Little Brain would 
have had a Terrible Time.  Anyway, he wouldn’t have cared to do such a Silly Thing as 
counting—unless, of course, the counting and counting and counting had something 
to do with the number of Honey Pots hiding in the One Hundred Acre Wood.  Neither 
would Pooh have been curious about toting up the number of languages Pooh now 

speaks.  Of the some 25 translations of Pooh we sus-
pect that Pooh would have enjoyed the poetic rhythm 
of Alexandro Lenardo’s 1960 Latin translation, Win-
nie Ille Pu.  Its opening line:  “Ecce Eduardus ursus 
scalis nun tump-tump-tump occipite gradus pulsante 
post Christophorum Robinum decendens.”  (“Here is 
Edward Bear, coming downstairs now, bump, bump, 
bump, on the back of his head, behind Christopher 
Robin.”). Pooh might have even enjoyed learning how 
to say Honey in Latin since the word, Mel, is one sylla-
ble not two, making for a quicker ask for a paw full of 
what satisfied him when he felt a Little Eleven 
O’Clockish.  On the other hand, what might have 
really caught the attention of Pooh’s occasionally 
Very Clever Brain is the Money he is now bringing in  
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GALLEON’S LAP 

Cont’d. 
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Cont’d. 

 

because Money rhymes with Honey and, well you know how his Brain works.  So 
when Piglet sees Pooh walking and walking in circles around the tree where Piglet 
lived, he said, 
   

  Hallo!  What are you doing? 

  Hunting, said Pooh. 

  Hunting what? 

 Tracking something, said Winnie-the-Pooh very     
mysteriously. 

  Tracking what?  said Piglet, coming closer. 

  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ×ÈÁÔ ) ÁÓË ÍÙÓÅÌÆȢ  ) ÁÓË ÍÙÓÅÌÆȟ 7ÈÁÔȩ 

   7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒȩ 

I shall have to wait until I catch up with it, said Winnie-the- Pooh.  

Now look there.  He pointed to the ground in front of him.   What do you see there?  

 Tracks, said Piglet.  Paw-marks.  He gave a little squeak of excitement.  Oh Pooh!        

 $Ï  ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ Áɂaɂa Woozle? 

It may be, said Pooh.  3ÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÉÔ ÉÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÉÔ ÉÓÎȭÔȢ  9ÏÕ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÃÁÎ ÔÅÌÌ ×ÉÔÈ 
paw-marks. 

 

You can never tell with other-marks either, like trade-marks, for instance.  My, my 
how many modern Pooh trade-marks  Pooh could be busy tracking today:  cribs, high 
chairs, potty training step stools, diaper bags, clothing, pacifiers, toys, board games, 
shoes, furniture, curtains, jewelry, recipes, music boxes, watches, medical scrubs, 
DVDs, films, books, websites, and even Facebooks.  Of course, Pooh might patiently 
explain, when you keep walking in circles around Piglet’s tree for a long enough time 
there’s nothing surprising about the growing number or kinds of tracks left behind, 
whether paw-marks or other-marks. 
 

 It’s harder to figure what A. A. Milne, 0ÏÏÈȭÓ author, would say about the modern 
Winnie-the-Pooh industry.  Alan Alexander 
Milne (1882-1929) wrote four Pooh-related 
books: 7ÈÅÎ 7Å 7ÅȭÒÅ 6ÅÒÙ 9ÏÕÎÇ (1924); 
Winnie-the-Pooh (1926); Now We Are Six 
(1927); and The House at Pooh Corner (1928).  
Then he was done.   

Cont’d. 
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But by then the reading public was just catching on to the Pooh tales, so much so that 
Milne became a reluctant celebrity of sorts.  He was pursued ceaselessly by photog-
raphers and journalists.  The photographers wanted images of Milne’s son, Christo-
pher Robin, who was born on August 21, 1920 and was the namesake of Christopher 

Robin in the Pooh books.  The journalists 
wanted to interview Pooh’s creator about how 
and why he created the bear and his friends—
the friends coming from the real Christopher 

Robin’s stuffed animal collection—
and Winnie, a real bear, and the real 
Christopher Robin’s favorite animal 
at the real London Zoo.   
 

The reason Milne was less enthusiastic about the Pooh books than the reading public 
was, was that both before and after Pooh Milne was a writer of a different sort.  Milne 
was born in London.  Before Pooh he attended Henley House School, a public school 
run by his Scottish schoolmaster father, John Vine Milne.  H. G. Wells was one of his 
teachers there.  Milne went on to attend Westminster School and Cambridge (Trinity 
College) where he studied mathematics.  Following his graduation he took up writ-
ing humorous verse and light essays for the magazine Punch.  Milne also threw him-
self into cricket and football (soccer), with gusto.  He even got hooked on golf.  By the 
time he was discharged from the Royal Corps of Signals in the British Army in World 
War I (he was a pacifist), he was already on his way as a successful playwright 
(eighteen plays), film screenwriter (four films), and novelist (three books).   

 

After Pooh Milne had considerable difficulty pleasing as many readers with his writ-
ing as his Pooh books did.  One story has it that he told his London agent that he was 
going to write a detective novel.  His agent told him that what the public wanted 
from a Punch humorist was funny stories.  Two years later Milne told his agent he 
was going to write nursery rhymes; the agent told him he should write another de- 

Cont’d. 
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tective story.  Two years after that his publisher told  him 
that he was wasting his time writing a detective novel and 
that there was an insatiable demand for children’s books.   
To which Milne eventually responded that his only excuse 
for writing should be that he wanted to write it.  “And I 
should be as proud to be delivered of a Telephone Direc-
tory con amore as I should be ashamed to create a Blank 
Verse Tragedy at the bidding of others.”  But in the end, 
Milne’s more adult writing was to lose more Milne 
readers than it attracted.   

 

But he wrote on and on anyway, over thirty plays and 
countless articles, poems, non-fiction books, and short 
stories.  What he found perplexing and annoying was 
the popularity of the four children’s books.  Hard to tell 
exactly what his life frustration about this was.  But 
somehow, someway the Pooh success kept him slightly 
off balance for the balance of his life.  Maybe it was just 
that the Pooh books kept selling and selling and little 
else he wrote did—at least not anywhere near the remarkable Pooh sales.  It was re-
ported that during World War II Methuen Publishers couldn’t get enough paper to 
keep the Pooh books in print.  It also didn’t help A. A. Milne’s own attitude toward 
the Pooh books that the real Christopher, by then in his late twenties, hated the 
books that his father wrote that made him, Christopher, so famous as well.   

 

Finally, in 1952 A. A. Milne suffered a stroke.  He would live a few more years as an 
invalid, eventually dying on January 31, 1956.  Five years 
later Milne’s wife of 43 years, Daphne, sold the Pooh book 
rights to Walt Disney—thereby consigning the spirited 
lives of all the Pooh characters to commercial immortal-
ity—and triviality. 

 

If we were asked to comment on the significance of the 
Pooh books, and by extension to suggest a plausible reason 
for A. A. Milne to be posthumously praised for giving the 
world these books, it would be that Milne did give us some-
thing Immortal, and not trivially so.  Even if he may not 
have much valued this gift, perhaps his soul will rest easier 
knowing that we value his gift.   

 
Cont’d. 
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In the last few pages of the last book in the Pooh series, The House at Pooh Corner, we 
find Christopher Robin and Pooh walking together in the Forest.  Pooh wondered if 
they were going on an Explore, or maybe a “What-shall-I-do-about-you-know-
what” (Honey, of course).  But it turned out they were going Nowhere in particular.  
So they began going there. 

 

Christopher Robin then asked Pooh what 
he liked doing best in the whole world.  
After much hemming and hawing and 
humming, and after trying to figure out 
whether it was actually the Honey or ac-
tually that moment just before eating 
Honey that was best, and after thinking 
up other best things to do, he said that 
what he liked best was “Me and Piglet go-
ing to see You, and You saying ‘What 

about a little something?’ and Me saying, ‘Well, I shouldn’t mind a little something, 
should you Piglet?’ and it being a hummy sort of day outside, and birds singing.” 
 

To which Christopher Robin responded what he liked to do best was Nothing.  When 
Pooh asked him how to do Nothing, Christopher Robin said it was when people call 
after you as you’re going off to do it and they say, “What are you going to do?”  And 
then you say, “Oh, nothing, and then you go and do it.”   
 

They walked on, mindful of This and That.  By-the-by they came to an Enchanted 
part of the Forest where the floor was close-set grass, quiet, smooth, and green—not 
like the rest of the Forest sporting gorse, bracken, and heather.  It was called Gal-
leon’s Lap, a place that is sixty-
something trees in a circle.  It 
was Enchanted because nobody 
had ever been able to exactly 
count whether it was sixty-three 
or sixty-four trees—even when 
tying a piece of string around 
each tree after counting it.  Sit-
ting down on the grass, leaning 
back against one of the trees, the 
two friends could see the whole 
world clear up to the sky from 
where they sat. 

Cont’d. 



Feb. 18, 2011 Page 12 

 
 

Whereupon Christopher Robin launched into a lecture about Kings and Queens, 
about a place called Europe, about how to make a Suction Pump (if you wanted to), 
about Factors, about what comes from Brazil, and about when Knights were 
Knighted.  “Oh!” Pooh said, wondering what it would be like to have a Real Brain like 
Christopher Robin.   
 

After some more discussion about This and That and what was in the World, Christo-
pher Robin blurted out that he was not going to be doing Nothing anymore.  “Never 
again?” Pooh said.  “Well, not so much.  They don’t let you,” Christopher Robin said, 
knowing he was going off to school now.  Then he told Pooh that he wanted him to 
still come up to Galleon’s Lap from time to time and sit down under the trees:  “Pooh, 
promise you won’t forget about me, ever.  Not even when I’m a hundred.”  Pooh 
thought for a short while and asked Christopher Robin how old he would be then, 
and Christopher Robin told him he would be ninety-nine.  “I promise,” said Pooh.  
Christopher Robin then took Pooh’s paw in his hand, struggling with his words and 
his feelings: 

“Pooh,” said Christopher Robin earnestly, “if I—if I’m not quite_____” he  stopped  
and tried again—“Pooh, whatever happens, you will understand, won’t you? 

“Understand what?” 

“Oh, nothing.”  He laughed and jumped to his feet.  “Come on!” 

“Where?” said Pooh. 

“Anywhere,” said Christopher Robin. 
 

Most all of us grow up, eventually.  But what A. A. Milne left with us is a life-giving 
adult reminder to hang on to the memory and power of the Enchanted Place in the 
Forest, Galleon’s Lap, a place we were introduced to when Winnie-the-Pooh was 
placed in our own small lap so many years ago.  It is a place where Universal Wonder 
is born and where the Mystery of the Universe is nur-
tured.  And most of all, it is a place where an endearing 
and enduring  and Honey-hungry little Bear named 
Pooh is sitting quietly, leaning back against a tree, with 
paws crossed in his own lap, forever on duty in Gal-
leon’s Lap.  We can’t think of any more reassuring vi-
sion of Immortality than that.   

 So they went off together.  But wherever they go,         

and whatever happens to them on the way, in that 

enchanted place on the top of the Forest, a little 

boy and his Bear will always be playing. 


