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A Cause for Lambert-Wide Celebration! 
 

Something most gratifying has happened within the 

walls of Lambert.  This is really, really something.  

This is an event that many of us have been praying for.  

Those of us who have been around here for a long time 

(like me in particular) have been waiting 30 years for 

this deliriously happy day.  So what is it? 

  

Professor Howard Neal Zelaznik has lost his voice! 

 

If anybody finds it, please hide it from him.  If a finder 

of this lost voice were to return it to its owner, may the 

wrath of the universe visit you; be assured I will visit 

you as well.  Please enjoy these precious moments of 

peace while they last. 

Big Ten Diversity Summit 
 

Our planning for the 2010 Fourth CIC Big Ten 

Diversity Summit is underway. Please recall that 

every two years our CIC Big Ten universities 

focus on diversity issues.  In 2008 the summit 

program focused on cultivating in our graduate 

students the professional skills necessary for a 

successful academic career.  For the November 

2010 summit theme we are going to focus on di-

versity and the research side of graduate student 

success.   

 

The responsibility for preparing the program for 

these meetings rotates among our CIC members.  

The 2010 program is our responsibility.  So Al 

Smith, Meghan McDonough, Kim Lehnen and I 

are working on the preliminary plans.  The dates 

for the meetings are November 19-20, 2010.  The 

location of the meetings will be in Chicago at the 

Millenium Knickerbocker Hotel.   

 

It is customary for each university to cover the 

costs of the meetings for their own interested 

graduate students and faculty, including registra-

tion, meals, and hotel expenses.  We believe the 

meetings next fall will be first-rate.  We have in-

vited the administrative directors of the CIC itself 

to join us.  They were unaware of our kinesiology 

and health CIC institutional efforts in this area 

that go back to 2004.   They are not only eager to 

attend; they are also helping us identify the key-

note speaker. 

Elevator:  Going Down? 
 

Many of you may have heard that Lambert is in line for 

Purdue’s next elevator.  We have been handicapped 

inaccessible for 72 years now.  Not long ago the archi-

tect/design team visited us and Jon took them around 

the building for a reassessment of the potential elevator 

location.  We expected a potential bid and start date 

announcement relatively soon.  But we were just noti-

fied that the Lambert elevator project has been denied.  

We assume this denial just means we will have to wait 

until our current university-wide fiscal challenges are 

resolved.  Heck, after a nearly three-quarters of a cen-

tury wait, what’s another decade or two? 

 

So since we will be continuing to use our stairway sys-

tem, why not celebrate stairs?  Here’s a little poem by 

A. A. Milne on stairs.  It is called Halfway Down: 

 

Halfway down the stairs 

Is a stair 

Where I sit. 

There isn’t any 

Other stair 

Quite like 

It. 

I’m not at the bottom, 

I’m not at the top; 

So this is the stair 

Where  

I always  

Stop. 

 

Halfway up the stairs 

Isn’t up, 

And isn’t down. 

It isn’t in the nursery, 

It isn’t in the town. 

And all sorts of funny thoughts 

Run round my head: 

“It isn’t really 

Anywhere! 

It’s somewhere else 

Instead!” 
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Calendar 

April 23: Last day for all candidates to present a project, or defend a thesis.  

April 30: Last day to deposit the thesis.  All candidates must submit their theses/dissertations via 

electronic thesis deposit at least 24 hours prior to their scheduled appointment.  Call 765-494-
2600 to schedule a deposit appointment. 

May 8: Last day of session.  Doctoral students must have taken preliminary exams by this date to 

be eligible for May 2011 graduation (assuming student registers for summer 2010 and fall 2010). 

HK Graduate Student Presentations and Defenses  

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND!! 
All meetings take place in LAMB 120 unless otherwise indicated. 

 

Matthew Lake, MS Project Presentation, April 6 at 4:00 pm, “An Evaluation of Using Online Capains‟ Quizzes 
in the Purdue Intramural Program” 

 
Stacey Gaines, Ph.D. Thesis defense, April 9 at 10:00 am, in CIVL 2117, “Antecedents of Moral Disengage-
ment in Sport “ 

 
Kevin Richards, MS Thesis defense, April 12 at 1:00 pm,  “The Role of Induction Assistance in the Socializa-
tion of a Beginning Physical Education Teacher during Curricular Reform” 

 
Martin Bahls,  MS Thesis defense, April 14 at 1:00 pm, “Influence of Gene Expression on the Development 
and Progression of Atherosclerosis” 

 
Yeonhwa Ha, MPH Thesis defense, April 19 at 8:00 am, “Public Understanding of Imported Food Risk Issues 
and Messages in South Korea: Expert and Lay Views” 

 
Kara Leonard,  MPH Thesis defense, April 19 at 10:00 am, “Intergovernmental Finance and the Bioterrorism 
Program: Is Federal Funding Enough to Create Local Health Department Function” 

 
Diana Sitar,  MS Thesis defense, April 19 at 2:00 pm, “Effects of Upright Posture on Lower Extremity Endothe-
lial Cell Function” 

 
Bella Siangonya, MPH Thesis defense, April 20 at 4:00 pm,  “Explanatory Models for Hypertension Among 
Zambian Immigrants in a Midwestern State”  

 
Syidah Abdullah,  MPH Thesis defense, April 22, 1:00 pm, “Grandparents raising Grandchildren: A Review of 
the Literature”  
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The press around the country has taken note of George Avery, Assistant 
Professor of Public Health, several times in recent weeks.  
 
He wrote an Opinion/Editorial piece, “Don’t Confuse Health Care Reform 
With Public Health,” that was published on March 18 in the Washington, 
DC -based Daily Caller. It can be found on-line at http://
dailycaller.com/2010/03/18/don%e2%80%99t-confuse-health-care-
reform-with-public-health/print/. 
 
His research (with Health Promotion alumni Tim Wright, Ph.D ’08 and 
Jennifer Zabriskie-Timmerman, MS ’07) was the subject of a story, 
“Public Health Lags, Despite Bio Terror Funding” in the Denver, Colorado area newspapers 
The Cherry Creek News and The Central Denver Dispatch on March 9 and the State College , 
Pennsylvania Centre Daily on March 10. This work was also mentioned in articles in Science 
Daily (March 10), The Medical News (March 10), Infection Control Today (March 9)and at the 
web site Bioprepwatch.com (March 10). 
 
Most recently, his February Cato Institute monograph, Scientific Misconduct, The Perversion 
of Scientific Evidence for Policy Advocacy, was cited in the lead editorial, “Nasty Surprises 
Hidden in Health Care Reform,”  in the March 24th edition of the Trenton, New Jersey newspa-
per The Trentonian.  
 
He has also been named to the editorial board of World Medical and Health Policy, a journal 
sponsored by the Policy Studies Organization. 

April 14th, ARMS 1109, 3:30 p.m.  

Dr. Tom Templin, Dr. Al Smith  

and Dr. Bonnie Blankenship  

Health and Kinesiology, Purdue University  

Physical Education for Progress (PEP): A Study of  

Reform in Physical Education  

HK undergraduate students, Alyssa Marie McPherson and Ellen Stuerzenberger will be 

presenting posters at the CLA Honors Colloquium  

on Wed., April 7th from 12:00 to 1:30 pm, PMU, Room 118.   

http://dailycaller.com/2010/03/18/don%e2%80%99t-confuse-health-care-reform-with-public-health/print/
http://dailycaller.com/2010/03/18/don%e2%80%99t-confuse-health-care-reform-with-public-health/print/
http://dailycaller.com/2010/03/18/don%e2%80%99t-confuse-health-care-reform-with-public-health/print/
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All but one person in the picture below are HK alumni or will soon be 
alumni, who have chosen careers in Texas. They were in Houston for the 
Purdue Sweet 16 game and live near the Houston area. 

Left to Right: Kris Jennings, Melissa Markofski, Kyle Timmerman, Jennifer (Zabriske) 
Timmerman, Stacey (Wisdom) Gaines, Dan Gaines 

Scott Butler (BA 98, MS 01, PhD 09) recently received 

the 2010 College of Health Sciences Outstanding Schol-

arship Award at Georgia College & State University 

(GCSU) in Milledgeville. Scott completed his PhD in 

Health Promotion and Disease Prevention last May un-

der the direction of Dr. Randy Black. He received the 

award for accomplishments made in the various areas 

of scholarship since arriving at GCSU in August of 

2007 including the completion of his dissertation titled 

“Theoretical Assessment of Sexuality-Related Services 

among College Health Centers.” Scott and Dr. Black recently conducted a follow-up investigation that as-

sessed condom availability among 537 colleges and universities in the U.S. and will present the results at the 

2010 American College Health Association conference in Philadelphia this summer. Since arriving at GCSU 

Scott has received 2 research awards, published 9 peer reviewed manuscripts/book chapters, received 2 

grants, and delivered over 20 conference presentations.  
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Leaper Athletic Program Garners Yet Another Award 
 
 
The hardware keeps rolling in for your beloved Lambert Leapers.  Last week, the Associated Press, Powerade, 
and the National Collegiate Intramural Association (NCIMA) named the Leapers, Intramural Team of the Year.  
Has a nice ring to it, eh?  Well, April Fools Day (plus one)!!  The Leapers, however, WERE named Purdue Univer-

sity‟s IM Team of the Week…which is still pretty hot.  Below is an 
excerpt from the post-award ceremony interview: 
 
What is your team name?  Why did you choose that team 
name? 
 
Lambert Leapers -- we didn‟t choose the name...the name chose 
us.  That coupled with the department‟s love for alliteration and a 
variety of other literary techniques.  Onomatopoeia anyone?? 
 
How long have you been playing together?  How did you first 
get together? 
 
The Leaper franchise has been around since the days of our name-
sake, Ward “Piggy” Lambert (Purdue‟s men's basketball coach from 

1916-1917 and 1918-1946).  Though, as a squad, we've been together for about 5 years...sporadically losing play-
ers to graduation and the NBA draft.  We all got together through the collective recruiting efforts of our Department 
Head -- Dr. Bill Harper; Director of Basketball Operations -- Dr. Tom Templin; and Director of Graduate Studies -- 
Dr. Al Smith.  Or maybe we just were all in the same department and wanted to get together on a regular basis to 
play ball.  Today, scholars still debate these differing theories. 
 
Are there any interesting stories about you or your teammates? 
 
Part of our department‟s new graduate program and Assistant Professor tenure 
package requirements include on-the-court/field performance during the IM sea-
son, as well as enhancing program brand awareness and identity.  To satisfy 
these objectives, for example, Assistant Professor and starting guard, Adam 
Barry, has been developing and marketing his new Leaper action figures to off-
set the costs of the new Leaper jet and additional court space once the Mackey 
Project is completed.  Dr. Barry will be signing NIB (new in the box) editions of 
these action figures on Saturday, April 10 at 8:00am in the front of Lambert 
Fieldhouse (yes, this is a shameless plug for HKGSO 5K Run). 
 
This just in -- Barry is currently being investigated by Warner Bros. for copyright infringement, as these action fig-
ures pose a strong likeness to the “Monstars,” from the 90‟s box office hit, Space Jam, starring Michael Jordan, 
Bugs & Lola Bunny, and Bill Murray. 

 
What was your most memorable game and why? 
 
Finally winning that elusive basketball championship this past season...we 
were tired of the “Always a Bridesmaid; Never a Bride” stigma that had 
followed us over the past 5 basketball and flag football seasons.  We had 
lost in two previous IM Basketball Finals -- along with heart-breaking 
losses in two other Flag Football semifinal games.  This season, we finally 
exorcised those demons.  Or is it, “exercised” those demons (like, with 
physical activity)?   I think the meaning has been lost through many years 
of oral tradition…ask Travis Dorsch, he can probably best explain it. 
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In 1912 the young Hungarian medical student at the University of Budapest, Mi-
chael Polanyi (1891-1976), took an instinctive liking to the newish discipline of 
physical chemistry.  In particular, he was attracted to advanced thermodynamics; he 
said “I liked its neat logic.”  He interrupted his medical studies to take classes at 
nearby Universität Karlsruhe from Professor Georg Bredig, one of the few Hungar-
ian scientists who were reasonably up to date on the newest developments in the 
field.  Polanyi was especially attracted to the Nernst Heat Theorem.  Walther Nernst 
had just formulated this theorem, a formulation that was later used in Max Planck‟s 
third law of thermodynamics.  In words, not formula, Nernst‟s Theorem predicted: 
“that the measure of disorder called entropy should go to zero in a substance as its 
temperature T goes to zero on the absolute scale because all molecular motion 
ceases at absolute zero and the molecules becomes perfectly ordered.” 

 
Well, Polanyi believed that if this were true, then “the disorder should also disappear if the pressure p on a 
piece of matter got stronger and stronger.”  Professor Bredig thought this was a possibility, but told Polanyi 
that he should study the extant literature and write up his thinking in a paper, and that he, Bredig, would 
then find an expert to review his claim.  This Polanyi did, after returning to Budapest for six months to do 
the necessary diligence on the idea.  He then sent a short letter and the paper to a journal editor.  Polanyi 
also sent the letter and his paper to Bredig, who in turn decided there was only one man who could evalu-
ate the idea.  After reading the paper, Albert Einstein responded immediately:  “The papers of your Mr. Po-
lanyi please me a lot.  I have checked over the essentials in them and found them to be fundamentally cor-
rect.”  The letter and the paper were published.  After hearing the positive review from Einstein, Polanyi 
later wrote, “Bang!  I was created a scientist.” 
 
By 1913 Polanyi had finished his M.D. degree, but elected not to pursue the required 
internship to qualify for a medical practice.  He returned to Karlsruhe to begin ad-
vanced studies in physical chemistry, only to have his studies interrupted by World 
War I.  He enlisted, knowing that the generals in the Austro-Hungarian army would 
need field doctors; he was assigned service in a regimental hospital where, he said, 
because of the rapid spread of communicable diseases such as typhoid and cholera, 
he saw more death by disease than he did by guns and bombs.  He also contracted 
diphtheria himself and was hospitalized. The devastation and death of wartime 
prompted him to write to his older brother, Karl (the historical economist who wrote 
The Great Transformation in 1944), “Nothing could have destroyed more brutally the 
illusion that we are self-responsible persons.” 
 
After his recovery, he was assigned to a variety of medically-related stations, some in the field, a few in 
hospitals.  After his discharge in 1917 Polanyi continued his studies, completing his Ph.D. in physical 
chemistry at the University of Budapest two years later—some of his research was actually completed dur-
ing the war, having written five papers, one of which became his doctoral thesis—submitted to his advisor, 
Professor Gustav Buchb„ck after it was published in the Proceedings of the German Physical Society.  His 
paper developed a new theory of gas adsorption on the surface of solids.  The theory was solid for a couple 
of years; then Einstein and Fritz Haber attacked it; but half-dozen years later, and after the discovery of 
quantum mechanics, Polanyi‟s theory was accepted. 
 
But it wasn‟t physical chemistry that, in the end, would be where Polanyi made his widest intellectual 
mark—even though he was inducted as a Fellow in the Royal Society for his creative contributions to physi-
cal chemistry.  

We Know More Than We Can Say  
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He would go to the Kaiser Wilhelm Institutes in Berlin where he did distinguish himself for the next 13 
years, first in the Fiber Institute and then in the Physical Chemistry Institute. These years were indeed 
stimulating, highlighted by weekly Wednesday physics seminars; in these seminars Polanyi found himself 
sitting alongside Planck, Einstein, Schrödinger; Polanyi later said that these informal discussions were “still 
the most glorious intellectual memory of my life.” But more war clouds in the early 1930s forced the Jewish-
born Polanyi to leave the increasingly anti-Semitic Germany.  The University of Manchester in England of-
fered him the position of head of physical chemistry.  Over the next 25 years there, Polanyi‟s interests 
slowly changed: from physical chemistry to economics to social theory to—of all things—philosophy.  Not 
wanting to lose him, the University of Manchester created a special chair for him as a Professor of Social 
Studies. 
 
That Polanyi‟s intellectual interests moved from hard science to philosophy was not a 
case of a failed scientist coming to terms with failure.  By 1949 he had already pub-
lished over 200 experimental and theoretical papers, his first when he was only aged 
19. Polanyi‟s productivity and polymath reputation actually extended his influence, for 
how many first-rate scientists also become first-rate philosophers of science?  In 1947 
the University of Aberdeen (third oldest university in Scotland, founded 1495) invited 
Polanyi to give the Gifford Lectures.  He accepted, even though he didn‟t actually give 
the talks until 1951 and 1952.  His lectures in epistemology were politely received, but 
exciting to few.  Undaunted, Polanyi pressed on using the talks as the skeleton for the 
book he is most famous for, his magnum opus:  Personal Knowledge (1958).  For im-
pact, if one wonders where Thomas Kuhn got a leg up on the idea of paradigm shifts in 
The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1962), you need to look no further than Po-
lanyi‟s Personal Knowledge. 
 
“This is primarily an enquiry into the nature and justification of scientific knowledge,” Polanyi announces in 
the preface.  The two words, personal and knowledge, Polanyi admits, appear to contradict one another: 
“for true knowledge is deemed impersonal, universally established, objective.”  But, he goes on; the contra-
diction falls away if the idea of knowledge is modified.  And modify it he did. 
 
 I regard knowing as an active comprehension of the things known, 
 an action that requires skill.  Skillful knowing and doing is performed  
 by subordinating a set of particulars, as clues or tools, to the shaping  
 of a skillful achievement, whether practical or theoretical.  We may  
 then be said to become „subsidiarily aware” of these particulars within  

our „focal awareness‟ of the coherent entity that we achieve. 
 

Polanyi wanted to resolve the presumed distinction between objective and subjective knowing, the first typi-
cally called scientific and the second typically called relativistic.  While he had steadily contributed to the 
burgeoning field of physical chemistry for three decades, Polanyi learned along the way that what humans 
know cannot be reduced to physics and chemistry, or be explained in terms of same.  By virtue of his own 
intellectual growth in science, in other words, he learned that facts could not possibly be separated from 
value.  What was obvious to him and, he thought, to anyone who looked at the question for themselves, 
was that the logic and rules of natural science, its methods, its canons of assertion, belief, validation, falsifi-
ability, peer review, and so on could not possibly be derived from science as such.  In other words, it is un-
derstanding that founds science and, for that matter, all forms of knowing; it is understanding that is the 
taken-for-granted personal knowledge that comes before the methods of science; it is understanding that 
identifies the objects of such study; it is understanding, unformulated as it is, that is the source for the very 
meaning and significance of things studied. 

We Know More Than We Can Say  
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What is usually described as knowledge, as set out in written words or maps, 
or mathematical formulae, is only one kind of knowledge; while unformulated 
knowledge, such as we have of something we are in the act of doing, is another 
form of knowledge. If we call the first kind explicit knowledge, and the second 
tacit knowledge, we may say that we always know tacitly that we are holding  
our explicit knowledge to be true. 
 

To reject tacit knowledge, Polanyi believed, is to reject the possibility of knowledge as such; the very 
source of the rejection, Polanyi is saying, is verification of the existence of tacit knowing, for the idea of 
rejection itself is entailed in the possibility of rejecting anything.  “I deny,” he wrote, “that any participation 
of the knower in the shaping of knowledge must invalidate knowledge.”  This pre-articulate, unformulated 
intelligence, this personal knowledge, is not subjective in the relativity sense; it is knowledge embodied; it 
is the knowing action of the person; it is pre-intellectual understanding (what he calls an in-dwelling); and 
it is what makes science possible in the first place. 
 
Even more, Polanyi argues that “the acknowledgment of understanding as a valid form of knowledge will 
allow us to study all human experience by essentially the same method.” And what, Polanyi asks, is the 
root experience of expanding personal knowledge? 
 
 The distinctive qualities of man are developed by education.  Our native gift  
 of speech enables us to enter on the mental life of man by assimilating our 
 cultural heritage. . . . A discovery, a work of art, or a noble act, enrich the 
 mind of all humanity.  Man, hitherto self-centered, enters thereby on a  
 participation in timeless and ubiquitous things. . . . A man who has learned  

to respect the truth will feel entitled to uphold the truth against the very  
society which has taught him to respect it.  He will indeed demand 

  respect for himself on the grounds of his own respect for the truth, and this 
will be accepted, even against their own inclinations, by those who share  
his basic convictions. Such is the equality of men in a free society. . . . It  
follows that the study of man must start with an appreciation of man in  
the act of making responsible decisions. 
 

It is the responsibility for self-education that becomes the touchstone for Polanyi‟s theory of knowledge.  
What can inspire self-education is, as Polanyi says, recognizing our masters and heroes in any particular 
calling, whether in the sciences, arts, music, the professions, or in any calling that depends upon discov-
ery, creativity, honor, and justice.  We are but players in a mysterious relay: the baton of knowledge is 
handed off to us by those who came before; we then strive to do our part to learn and grow beyond them; 
and we eventually hand off our hard won living understandings to those who follow.  So while we will al-
ways know more than we can say, knowing that we do know more than we can tell is a universally valid 
way of guaranteeing generational learning and progress.  There is no better way than this to nurture living 
beings into human beings. There is no other way than this to fathom the ineffable depths of human pur-
pose and meaning. 

We Know More Than We Can Say  


