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Welcome back to the beginning of another exciting academic year.  As you all know, 

our department is now a proud member of the new health and human sciences college.  

Since July 1, 2010 various transition teams and the administrative leadership of the col-

lege have been quite busy setting up the infrastructure, procedures, and policies for this 

new enterprise.  So as the fall semester unfolds, we will be collectively experiencing the 

birth of the first new college at Purdue in half a century.  I urge you all to do the very 

best you can to help our new college establish itself as a preeminent authority for dis-

covery, learning, and engagement in the health and human sciences. 

 

Closer to home, you all know that our department staff is not only the central core of 

our community, but that they are a loyal and giving and underpaid collection of re-

markable people.  I just wanted to let you know how highly I value their contributions 

by way of short updates on their summer 2010 activities. 

 

Let me first say how heavily we all depend on behind-the-scenes work regu-

larly accomplished by our student services advising team.  Nancy Kester 

leads this terrific group of academic advisors including Jen Fecher and 

Jocelyn Cavalier.  This summer has been very difficult in the transition to 

the new college because of the delays in knowing when and how both en-

tering and returning students would be brought into the new college.  But 

the stress and intensity of this summer uncertainty was still met with vigor 

and smiles typical of this outstanding team.  Please let them know how 

much you value their indispensible contributions throughout the year. 

 

Jon Laswell proudly graduated with the 2008 -2010 class of the Council for 

Management Development.   This program is designed to assist administra-

tive staff in their continuing professional development.  Please congratulate 

Jon for his exceptional commitment to completing the CMD program.  Jon 

continues to be the facility manager next to none at Purdue University.  

Please let him know you care. 



Rodney Tonge, one of our own HK graduates, is returning to us again this 

year, but with a different employment status.  Rodney assists Jon in all as-

pects of facility management.  By all accounts Rodney is a reliable and tal-

ented young man who constantly makes Jon look good.       Until this sum-

mer, Rodney was in a part-time temporary status.  But thanks to some crea-

tive thinking from our business office staff, Rodney is now in a permanent 

half-time status with us.  Please congratulate Rodney on his new classifica-

tion.  

Lisa Duncan was hired in mid-May as the new coordinator in the graduate of-

fice.  Her summer was primarily devoted to training for handling the re-

markably complicated details of coordinating the graduate office business.  

She is proving to be a quick learner.  We are fortunate to have found Lisa 

and to have lured her away from Discovery Park. Please make sure you in-

troduce yourself to Lisa when you see her in the graduate office. 

Donna Steele joined our family just last week as our new Office Manager.  

Donna is doing her utmost to fully manage the day-to-day needs of the 

central office in spite of not having the comfort of learning her position in 

a quieter month than the first month of the new semester.   Nonetheless 

Donna is easily picking things up and already has had an impact on the 

quality of our office productivity. Donna is profiled in this issue of Vitality.  

Please welcome Donna to our team. 

Heidi Campbell, our Business Manager, has helped me (and us) through a diffi-

cult summer as we moved from CLA to HHS.  With her advice, enthusiasm, 

and creativity, we have managed to remain relatively solvent in the transi-

tion from one fiscal year to another.  I am so pleased to have Heidi watch-

ing out for us on the financial side.  Sheõs exceptionally good at what she 

does.  We are favored to have Heidiõs detail-oriented skills and steadying 

temperament. 

Ann Templeman and Carol Beck in our business office have had much to learn 

and re-learn in this transition summer.  We are lucky they not only work 

hard, but have good senses of humor as well.  HHS is centralizing purchas-

ing, payroll, and pre -award grant proposals.  This has required an inordi-

nate amount of effort on their part to pay attention to information and 

facts not easily available or even understood by most business office ac-

count clerks across campus.  Further, they also have to constantly hold the 

hand of their sometimes witless department head.  My personal thanks to 

them for all that they cheerfully do and do well on behalf of our commu-

nity.  Please acknowledge their continuous upbeat attitudes and good work 

when you see them. 
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New Staff Member Joins HK 

Finally, Kim is coming off a busy summer as co-director of PALS.  The 2010 

program was the largest and most successful in our history.  Over 550 

campers were enrolled.  In addition, this summer Kimõs department posi-

tion was redefined.  As administrative assistant to the department head, 

her position had not been updated since 1999.  When I submitted a re-

quest for permission from Dean Ladisch to review her position, Human 

Resources assessed her actual and current administrative, management, 

and leadership duties in 2010.  The result of their review was to upgrade 

her position to Operations Assistant for Health and Kinesiology.  Kim has 

been at Purdue for 25 years, about 23 of which are in our department.  

We all have come to count on Kim not only for her understanding of in-

stitutional history, but for the overall quality of her loyal contributions to 

the functioning of our entire department.  Please congratulate Kim on the 

upgrade in her position and her new title.  

Enough for now.  Let me extend my best wishes to you all for a smooth beginning of 

the fall semester. 

The Department of Health 

and Kinesiology welcomes 

Donna Steele as Office Man-

ager.  Donna previously 

worked in Housing and 

Food Services at Purdueõs 

Windsor Hall.  Raised in 

Richmond, IN, she is a Pur-

due graduate with a B.S. in 

Management.   Donna lives 

in Lafayette and has two 

children, Patrick, 19 and 

Ryan, 17.   

 3    Last Day to cancel a course assignment without it appearing on record 

 

 6     LABOR DAY (no classes)  

 20    Last day to cancel a course assignment w/o grade, for course ad -     

ditions, change of level or change of pass/not pass option 

September Calendar 

 

 

Lisa Duncan is our HK WorkLife Wellness 

Ambassador from 9/1/10 through 

8/31/2011.  Other HHS representatives are 

Barb Cicholski and Alan Mehringer.  If any-

one has questions about upcoming events 

or programs, you may contact Lisa at lldun-

can@purdue.edu or visit the WorkLife web 

site at http://www.purdue.edu/hr/

WorkLife/.  
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David Lowing is back for his second year.  He 

is a sophomore in  Material Science Engineer-

ing from Nunica, MI.  He likes to read, play 

chess and video games. 

Carmen Whitlock is a biology major from 

Howe, IN.  This senior likes music and to 

travel and learn about different cultures.  She 

has recently discovered The Food Network 

and aspires to cook like a world -class chef!  

Lafayette native April Hawkins is a Psychol-

ogy and Sociology major.  She enjoys read-

ing, films, bowling, sporting events and fam-

ily.  April has developed a passion for travel 

after a July 4th trip to NYC.   

Chelsea Shepherd-Mullis, a junior History 

major, is from Winter Haven, FL.  She is af-

filiated with Sigma Delta Tau and partici-

pates in Purdue Promise.  She enjoys paint-

ing and running. 

Joining Operations/Maintenance this year is 

Dan Feltman.  Dan is a Math Education ma-

jor from Indianapolis, IN and is affiliated 

with Alpha Epsilon Pi.  He enjoys playing 

ultimate Frisbee, bass, piano, and juggling. 

Andrew Louderback is  majoring in Mechanical 

Engineering.  His hometown is Mishawaka, IN.  

Andrew likes video games, music, football, 

and woodworking.  Welcome Andrew!  

Sophomore Dwayne Holder is a So-

ciology major (soon switching his 

major to Business ) from Indianapo-

lis, IN.  His interests are track, bas-

ketball, football and PS3. 
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Chao-Jia Leu will be managing the 

womenõs locker room this year.  She is an 

Accounting major from Taiwan.  Chao -Jia 

enjoys swimming and watching movies.   

Computer lab 

  Maintenance 

Working as pedagogy lab manager this year is 

Andy Heyman.  He is a senior in Mechanical 

Engineering Technology from Columbus, IN.  

Andy is a member of the Purdue Waterski 

Team and enjoys playing basketball.  

Pedagogy Lab 

   Locker Rooms 



Dr. Phillip Troped and colleagues from Indiana University-Purdue University Indi-

anapolis, the National Cancer Institute, the Institute for Community Research in 

Hartford, and the Harvard School of Public Health published 

the study òThe Built Environment and Location Based Physical 

Activityó in Aprilõs American Journal of Preventative Medicine. 

The research team found that òmost of the moderate to vigor-

ous physical activity people participated in took place outside a 

1-kilometer buffer zone around their home.ó 

For more information, please see the entire press release at: 

www.purdue.edu/newsroom/research/2010/100614TropedActivity.html  

In The News 

Travis Dorsch was cited in Scientific 

American Mind  July/August 2010 is-

sue in an article entitled Looks Can 

Deceive.  Dorsch and professor Jessica 

K. Witt have pursued the link be-

tween how success (or lack of it) in a 

task affects oneõs perception of the 

world.  
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July 22 ñAdam Barry  

July 26 ñAlan Smith  

August 9 ñCheryl Cooky  

August 15 ñLane Yahiro  

August 17 ñTom Templin  

 

August 18 ñAlice Wilcoxson  

August 23 ñSean Newcomer  

Sept. 3 ñ Howie Zelaznik  

Sept. 7 ñ Laura Claxton  

Sept. 21 ñ Jon Laswell  

Laura Claxton was awarded a 

Kinley Trust Grant for her project 

entitled òIndividual Differences in 

the Development of Executive 

Functioning and Motor Control in 

Preschool-aged Childrenó. 



Presentation Given 

On June 28th, Dr. Avery made a poster presentation enti-

tled òAccess to Mental Health Care by Reserve Compo-

nent Soldiersó at the 2010 Academy Health Annual Re-

search Meeting in Boston, Massachusetts. Co-authors 

were Shelly MacDermid Wadsworth of CDFS and the 

Military Family Research Institute, Ellen Donnelly, and 

Michael Aherns. 

Dr. Avery also delivered the closing address òHealth Care 

Reform and Public Healthó at the annual meeting of the  

National Network of STD and HIV Prevention Training 

Centers in Kansas City, Missouri on July 13th. 

Additionally, Dr. Avery joined the editorial boards of 

World Medical and Health Policy and the Journal of 

Bioterrorism and Biodefense. 
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Congratulations to Dr. Howie Zelaznik! He has been selected to serve as a Provost 

Fellow for the 2010-2011 school year. 

The Provost Fellows Program is designed to provide up to five faculty members 

the opportunity to advance their leadership experience by working on administra-

tive projects. The selected, tenured faculty members demonstrate leadership po-

tential and an interest in administration. The four areas of focus are Student Suc-

cess, Faculty Development, Research Administration, and Research Stewardship. 

Dr. Zelaznikõs area of focus is Faculty Development.   

Provost Fellows Program 



 

Rhea, C.K., Rietdyk, S., Haddad, J.M. 

(2010).  Locomotor Adaptation ver-

sus Perceptual Adaptation when Step-

ping Over an Obstacle with a Height 

Illusion.  PloS one, E11544. 

 

Haddad, J.M., Rye, J.H., Seaman, 

J.M. & Ponto, K. (2010).  Time-to-

contact measures capture modula-

tions in posture that occur due to 

the precision demands of a manual 

task, Gait & Posture, In press. 
 

Claxton, L.J., (2010).  An investiga-

tion of preschoolersõ misattributions 

of the properties of two -dimentional 

images:  Understanding the relation-

ship between a symbol and its refer-

ence.   Infant and  Child develop-

ment.  In press. 

 

Rietdyk, S., Drifmeyer, J.E. (2010).  

The rough-terrain problem:  accurate 

foot targeting as a function of visual 

information regarding target location, 

Journal of Motor Behavior , 42, 37-

38. 
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New HK Grad Students ~ Fall 2010 

Master of Public Health 

Kara Egan 

Meghana Geharwar 

Anna Menze 

Dattaben Pandeja 

Mandy Stirratt 

 

Masters 

Beth Byrer 

Mark Coletta  

Matthew Hall  

Michel Heijnen 

Ryan Sheldon 

Jeremy Smurr 

Nicholas Tjeerdsma 

 

PhD 

Martin Bahls 

Jordan Blazo 

Haijuan Gao 

Anna Piazza 

K. Andrew Richards 

Cody Sivley 

Lindsey Vasek 
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Lafayette Stay-cation  

The Journal & Courier recently published an article featuring the benefits of 

òstaycationingó in the Greater Lafayette area.  Marianne Eagan, an engagement re-

search coordinator for elder programs at Purdue University, said òThis is the best 

time of year, so I donõt like to leave.ó 

Some economical and family-fun activities that local residents enjoy doing with 

their families are walking outdoors and learning wildflowers, having fresh sweet 

corn, visiting local museums and cultural centers, grave rubbings, canal rides, and 

much more! Parents  followed up activities with crafts or art projects so children 

could reflect on what they observed. 

Other  ideas include traveling to nearby areas, such as Indianapolis. There, families 

can go to the zoos, museums, or the Indiana State Fair. Even with the troubled 

economy, families can still find fun activities that are within their budgets. 

 

For the full story, visit the Journal & Courier website: 

http://www.jconline.com/article/20100725/LIFE/7250315/Some -people-find-

sticking-around-Greater-Lafayette-is-a-great-vacation 

Randy Blackõs father passed away the week of June 6th. Grave site services with a 

closed casket were held on June 16th at Oakmont Memorial Park in Lafayette, 

California. Charles A. Black received a full-military service with honors; he was a 

veteran of World War II.  

If you would like to send cards, please send them to Helen Black at 300 Ridge 

Stone Court, Walnut Creek, California 94598. Randy said he was sure his mother 

would be delighted to hear from you whether she knows you or not. At this junc-

ture, Randy wants to sustain her  motivation to live and said that his father suffers 

no more and is assured of his final destination. 

In Sympathy 



NEW DREW BREES TEE-SHIRTS TO BENEFIT PALS PROGRAM 

Tee-shirts featuring Drew Brees and the No. 15, worn by him 10 years ago, are now available for 

Purdue fans in West Lafayette area shops.   

Proceeds from the sales will support the PALS (Purdue Athletes for Life Success) Program that 

benefits underserved children in Tippecanoe County and is supported by the Brees Dream Foundation, 

the charity organization of the former Boilermaker quarterback and his wife Brittany. Brees led Purdue 

to the Rose Bowl at the end of the 2000 season and New Orleans to a Super Bowl Championship in 

2010.   ñA lot of kids in Tippecanoe County need assistance and they will hopefully benefit from the 

sales of these shirts,ò says Brees. 

The shirts, in assorted menôs and womenôs sizes, were designed by a Purdue graduate, Lora 

Stanley, who now works for Original Retro Brand, a California company that has created the shirts.  The 

shirts will be available in the Greater Lafayette area at Purdue Pride, Follettôs Book Stores, University 

Bookstore, University Spirit and online through www.originalretrobrand.com.  Prices on the shirts may 

vary from store to store, but $4 from the sale of each shirt will go to the Brees Dream Foundation, desig-

nated for the PALS Program.  

 PALS program director Bill Harper says: ñThis partnership has helped immeasurably in nurturing 

this unique youth development program. While the original program at Purdue (National Youth Sports 

Program) began in 2002, ever since Drew and PEFCU joined up in 2007 we have increased our enroll-

ment (more than 550 this year), improved program quality, discovered more partners, rooted ourselves 

ever deeper into our community, and helped give our children exciting opportunities for becoming pro-

ductive and successful citizens. For more information, contact David Wilson at 765-494-1077 dcwil-

son@purdue.edu or Jim Vruggink at 765-494-2086 or jvruggink@purdue.edu.  
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Klenosky To Lead Park Transformation Study 

 

Department faculty member David Klenosky is partnering with colleagues at Michi-

gan State, the College of Staten Island, the New York City Department of Parks and 

Recreation, and the US Forest Service on a two year project to examine the attitudi-

nal and behavioral ramifications of transforming the former Freshkills Landfill in 

Staten Island, NY into a new urban park, Freshkills Park.    

At 2,200 acres, the Freshkills site was once the largest landfill in the world.  The site 

is now the focus of an ambitious plan to transform the landfill into a new park and 

cultural destination.  When completed the park will be almost three times the size of 

Central Park and the largest park developed in New York City in over 100 years. Be-

lieved to be the largest landfill-to-park transformation in the US, the FK project will 

effectively òwrite the bookó on how to execute such a project.   

In addition to providing a wide range of recreational opportunities, including many 

uncommon in New York City ñmountain biking, trail running, kayaking, horseback 

ridingñ the parkõs design, ecological restoration and cultural and educational pro-

gramming will emphasize environmental sustainability and a renewed public concern 

for our human impact on the earth.   

While the full build ðout will continue in phases for the next 30 years, development 

over the next several years will focus on providing public access to the interior of the 

site and showcasing its unusual combination of natural and engineered beauty. While 

nearly 45 percent of the site was once used for landfill operations, the remainder of 

the site is currently composed of wetlands, open waterways, and unfilled lowland 

areas. The research team lead by Dr. Klenosky will provide important baseline data, 

which will serve as a foundation for documenting the degree to which behaviors and 

attitudes changed during the evolution of the FK site. 

The project is funded through a 

$97,000 grant from the US Forest 

Service.   

Further information about the plans 

for Freshkills Park can be found at: 

http://www.nycgovparks.org/

sub_your_park/

fresh_kills_park/html/

fresh_kills_park.html 
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