Fire Safety Policies for Student Housing
2020

A. The University’s policies or rules on portable electrical appliances, motorized recreational equipment, smoking, open flames, and fireworks in a student housing facility:

Electric Appliances: Electric blankets or electric bed warmers of any kind, pressing irons, sun lamps, soldering tools, halogen lamps, portable heating units or portable air conditioning units, and electric cooking equipment, including grills (such as the “George Forman” unit) and air fryers are not permitted. Cooking equipment that is prohibited, if found in resident rooms will be confiscated and returned at the end of the contract period. Residents are financially responsible for damages caused by cooking that result in extensive repairs.

Student-furnished air conditioners are permitted in Hilltop Apartments; installations are coordinated through the Hilltop main office. The office also has specifications for AC units.

Recreational Equipment – Motorized: Items prohibited from University Residences buildings and grounds include but are not limited to: battery or gasoline-motorized cycles, self-balancing scooters, hoverboards or similar equipment.

Smoking: Smoking is prohibited on the West Lafayette Campus, except in designated smoking areas. University Residences prohibits use of e-cigarettes (personal vaporizing instruments) in the facilities the same as traditional tobacco products. Smoking is permitted inside privately owned, closed vehicles. A map of designated smoking areas can be found at http://www.purdue.edu/smokefree/map-embed.php

Open Flames: Candles and incense have resulted in fires, injuries, and/or property damages. Therefore, the use and/or storage of candles and incense are not permitted in the Residences. Also, see important information from the Purdue Fire Department regarding hall decorations.
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Fireworks: All fireworks are prohibited from University Residences' buildings and grounds.

B. The University’s procedures for student housing evacuation in the case of a fire: 
Evacuation plans are individual for every facility.  
Follow fire procedures posted in your room. Plans on the back of student room doors indicate the nearest exits available.
Activate the nearest fire alarm to cause evacuation of the building. 
If possible, report location of the fire to a staff member or the main office. 
Fire drills are conducted twice a semester in each building and all residents are expected to comply with the conditions of the fire drill. 
Misuse of the fire alarm system, including sounding a false alarm or tampering with extinguishers or smoke detectors, is prohibited.
Residents are expected to follow the prescribed University Residences emergency procedures or the directions of a staff member in case of accidents, bomb threat, fire or explosion, tornado warning, unauthorized group action, or utilities failure. 
http://www.housing.purdue.edu/ResidentialLife/urguidelines.html 
C. The policies regarding fire safety education and training programs provided to the students and employees, including a description of the procedures that students and employees should follow in the case of a fire: 

Residential Life Administrative Staff are instructed to cover the Emergency Procedures with their RA staff.

RA training:
	
2 training sessions: August (for all staff) and January (for new staff.)  
This includes:  Fire Prevention Education 
First Response (What to do before EMS staff arrive).




University Residences Policy regarding Fire Drills:

All University Residences are to conduct one announced fire drill each semester.  Each Residence Education Coordinator should arrange for such a drill at the earliest practical time after the return of the students in the fall. 

All residents are expected to comply with the conditions of the fire drill.
		
A schedule of fire drills and locations is sent to the Director of Residential Life, University Residences, and drills are completed no later than the first 10 days of each semester, indicate the date and time the drill was held.  Any problems or mechanical malfunctions encountered are reported to Facilities and Purdue Fire.  

It is recommended that each operation, including free standing dining courts, should conduct a fire drill for full time staff at least once every 12 month period.  A report summarizing the staff drill should be sent to the Director of Residential Dining that includes the date/time of the drill and any problems encountered.

Procedures that students and employees should follow in the case of a fire: 
Activate the nearest fire alarm to cause evacuation of the building. 
Call 911 to report a fire.
If possible, report location of the fire to a staff member or the main office.

D. A list of the titles of each person or organization to which students and employees should report that a fire occurred. 

Call 911 to report a fire.

All fires must be reported to the Purdue Fire Department, even if the fire has been extinguished.

If possible, report location of the fire to a staff member or the main office.

University Residence EMERGENCY POLICY:
 
In the event of an emergency, University Residences is able to collaborate in making a concerted effort to notify residents, staff, and guests of any danger that may be inherent from the situation.  This includes notification utilizing a variety of means.  Each operation is responsible for implementing this process and identifying others steps that may be needed to ensure that those in their facility receive important information in a timely manner.
 
In the event authorities deem it essential to quickly notify residents of a situation, the initial contact will be made to the Director of University Residences or designee.  The director will forward the information to appropriate staff for immediate action.  If the event is occurring outside of normal work hours, authorities may also contact the appropriate on call directors’ team member of the operation impacted in addition to the director.  
 
Additional detail can be found in the Emergency Procedures Guide, which is available on the web at: https://www.purdue.edu/emergency_preparedness/flipchart/index.html
 

