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Abstract 
The current interest in the development of biofuels stems from 
the desires to cut greenhouse gases and decrease dependence on 
foreign oil. Ultimately the value of these products will be 
influenced by a multitude of factors, including environmental 
ones. We are only beginning to understand the diversity of 
potential environmental effects, some beneficial and others 
detrimental that will be realized by the maturation of the 
biofuels industry. This talk focuses on some of the detrimental 
environmental effects of modifying our agricultural practices to 
produce biofuels and how they might impact other grand 
challenges in the environmental arena.  In addition, I will 
discuss some of the programs and initiatives in the Center for 
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