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CCTR National Modal Shares of
U.S. Utility Contract Coal Tonnage

Source:  http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/coal/ctrdb/tab31.html

Rail carries the majority of coal tonnage
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CCTR Average Utility Contract
Coal Transportation Rate Per TonAverage cost of coal transportation by rail $17 to $12/Ton

Source: http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/coal/ctrdb/ctrdb.html
RAILROAD FACTS 20006 Edition,  p.29

2005 Average cost: Coal transportation by rail = $11.68/Ton
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CCTR Average Duration of Utility
Coal Contracts, 1979-1997

Source: http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/coal/ctrdb/tab33.html

Gradual reduction in length of 
average coal contract, 22 to 14 years
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Utility Contract Coal Tonnage Shipped
Between Supply & Demand Regions (MTons)

Source: http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/coal/ctrdb/tab52.html
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Utility Contract Transportation Cost as a
Percentage of Delivered Price, 1979-1997

Source: http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/coal/ctrdb/tab36.html

Average
increase
in % of 

delivered 
price

0.66%/year
35% of coal price

goes to transportation
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Transportation Rate per Ton-Mile

Rail & barge rates have reduced but not truck rates
http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/coal/ctrdb/tab37.html
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Indiana: Utility Contract Coal Shipments in 1997 
by Utility, Contract Expiration Date & Power Plant

Source: http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/coal/ctrdb/tabb197.pdf

Example 1: Gallagher in 1997, 201,000 Tons of coal transported 340 miles by barge
= $(340 x 0.0093)/Ton = $3.16/Ton;   201,000 Tons x $3.16 = $ 635,160

*

*

*

* Example 2: Gibson in 1997, 2,715,000 Tons of coal transported 150 miles by train
= $(150 x 0.0136)/Ton = $2.04/Ton;   2,715,000 Tons x $2.04 = $5,539,000
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Western Coals to Indiana

In 2004 the total
amount of 

Western coal 
imported into
Indiana by rail

amounted to
16.614 MTons
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Western Coal by Rail to Indiana

Consider transporting 16.614 Million Tons of 
coal for 1200 miles at $0.0136 per Ton mile
(1997 rates) by rail:

1200 x 0.0136 = $16.32 per Ton

Total cost to transport 16.614 Million Tons
= 16.32 x 16,614,000 = $271.14 Million/year
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Delivered Price of PRB Coal to Barge
Served Ohio River Power Plants, 2004

Source: PA Consulting, November 2004, http://www.paconsulting.com/news/by_pa/2004/Is+it+time+to+take+another+look+at+PRB+coal.htm

Rockport ≈ 7.7 MTons of PRB coal
Clifty Creek ≈ 6.1 MTons of PRB coal

13.8 MTons x $19/Ton
= $262.2 Million 

for coal transport
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In State Average Price of Coal 
Delivered to End Use Sector, 2004-5

Source: http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/coal/page/acr/table34.html

25.2315.2825.8916.71Wyoming
51.4732.2265.4236.01Kentucky
47.4031.9958.8737.00Ohio
29.6622.0533.1021.43Illinois
40.0025.7058.1130.15Indiana

Industrial
Plant

Electric
Utility

Industrial
Plant

Electric
Utility

20042005
$/short Ton

30.15 – 16.71 = $13.44/Ton

17.3% increase
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Source:  http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/electricity/st_profiles/indiana/fig4.html

Indiana Utility Delivered Fuel Costs
for Coal, Petroleum, & Gas, 1990-1999

(1999 Dollars) 

Coal
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Transporting Indiana Coal, 1981-2001
(Thousand Tons)
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Source: U.S. Department of Energy, http://www.indianacoal.com/transportation.html
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Coal Handling at the Port of Indiana
Mt Vernon

Indiana coal being
loaded onto a 
barge via 7ft wide
conveyor at a 
rate of 1 Ton/sec
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Rail Providers for Indiana’s Power Plants

Source: T.Brady, http://discoverypark.purdue.edu/wps/portal/Energy/CCTR_Advisory_07_I



Indiana Center for Coal Technology Research

17

CCTR Domestic Distribution of U.S. Coal by
Destination State, Consumer, Origen
& Method of Transportation
January-December 2001, (Thousand Short Tons)

Source: http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/coal/page/coaldistrib/distab22001p8.html 
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Indiana’s Railro
ads
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How Strategic
Are these 
Missing
Rail-links?
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CCTR Railroads Struggling to Meet Demand
"It's not increased generations causing the stockpile to 
go down," Basin Electric spokesman Robb said. 
"It's lack of coal deliveries."
Entergy Arkansas said its coal shipments declined up 
to 20 % last year, forcing it to reduce operations at two 
power plants in Arkansas and to buy power on the open 
market. Wisconsin utilities incurred nearly $50 million in 
extra costs last year because of interruptions in coal 
shipments.
David Wilks, president of energy supply for the 
Minneapolis-based Xcel Energy, testified before a 
Senate committee last month that power companies 
may be forced to buy up to $2 Billion worth of natural 
gas to make up for a coal shortfall.

Source: http://www.bismarcktribune.com/articles/2006/06/11/news/state/116220.txt

“Railroads struggling to meet demand for coal”, By BOB MOEN, Associated Press Writer, 06-11-2006


