Recruiting International Student-Athletes

VWhen recruiting international prospective student-athletes, it is inperative

t hat coaches fully understand the conpetitive background of the prospect as it
pertains to NCAA amateurismregulations. Also, it is to the advantage of Purdue
and the prospect that she or he be processed through the NCAA Initial-
Eligibility Clearinghouse as soon as possible. Already this academ c year, we
have had a couple of cases where international student-athletes had earned prize
noney in amateur conpetitions prior to initial enrollnment at Purdue. Each case
has required that the international student-athlete be declared ineligible and
that repaynent of the prize nmoney be required prior to being reinstated by the
NCAA. The followi ng are guidelines to help determ ne the amateur status of

i nternational prospective

student - at hl et es:

Appl i cabl e NCAA Legi sl ation

NCAA Byl aw 12 addresses circunstances when a student-athlete participates for a
prof essi onal team receives conpensation for participating for an athletics
team or signs a contract or agreement to play professional athletics. Many of

t he cases processed to date involved student-athletes who have conpeted for a
pr of essi onal team wi thout any conpensation. Circunstances such as this would
likely result in violations of NCAA Byl aws

12.1.1-(e) and 12.2.3.2. Unfortunately, nmany individuals do not easily recognize
that participation with a professional team even when no conpensation or
remuneration for expenses is received, is a violation of NCAA | egislation and
renders the involved individual ineligible for intercollegiate conpetition.
Clearly, an individual who has received paynment for his or her participation or
accepts a prom se of pay has violated Bylaw 12 also is ineligible for
conpetition.

Definition of a "Professional Athletics Tean (Bylaw 12.02.4)
A professional athletics teamis any organi zed teamthat:
- |Is a nenber of a recognized professional sports organization

- Is directly supported or sponsored by a professional team or professiona
sports organization;

- Is a nenber of a playing league that is directly supported or sponsored by a
prof essi onal team or professional sports organization; or

- Has an athlete receiving for his or her participation any kind of paynent,
directly or indirectly, froma professional team or professional sports
or gani zati on.

Tool s for Analyzing Professional Teans/Leagues

In applying Bylaw 12.02.4 to a particular fact situation, the NCAA nenbership
services staff has devel oped a series of questions to assist nmenber institutions
in determning whether a particular teamor |eague would be considered
"professional" under NCAA amateurism | egislation. These questions include the
fol |l owi ng:



1. Does the teamrecognize itself as a sem professional or professional teanf

2. Does the team market/pronote itself as a sem professional or professiona
t eanf

3. Does the teamreceive financial support or sponsorship fromany team or
organi zation that recognizes itself as a sem professional or professional team
or organi zation?

4. Does the team participate in a |eague that recognizes or markets itself as a
sem prof essi onal or professional |eague?

5. Does the playing | eague in which the teamis participating receive any
financial support or sponsorship froma team or organization that recogni zes
itself or pronotes itself as a professional team or organization?

Not es.

If the answer to any of the above questions is yes, the teamor |eague is
consi dered to be professional under NCAA amateurismregul ations and, thus, an
i ndi vi dual who conpetes on such a team jeopardi zes his or her remaining
intercollegiate eligibility.

If a league satisfies the definition of a professional |eague, all teans
participating in the | eague are consi dered professional teans under NCAA

amat euri smrul es regardl ess of whether there are teanms in the | eague that hold
t hemsel ves out as amateur teans.

If a playing | eague or team does not engage in any of the activities set forth
in the above questions, the tean | eague is considered amateur under NCAA

regul ations. It is possible for an individual to participate on an amateur team
(as opposed to a professional team in which some of the participants are paid
by the amateur team wi thout jeopardizing eligibility, provided the individua
does not receive any paynent (e.g., salary) for participating on the team Such
an individual retains eligibility provided he or she receives expenses not to
exceed actual and necessary travel, room and board expenses, and apparel and
equi pnment for conpetition and practice held in preparation for such conpetition

Therefore, while analyzing the conpetitive experiences of student-athletes,

i nstitutions nust consider whether the student-athlete received conpensation for
his or her participation with a club team and if the club or |eague in which
the student-athlete participated is considered a professional athletics team or
organi zati on by applying NCAA | egislation. Either one of these circunstances,

i ndependent of each other, will likely result in a violation of NCAA rul es.
Recei pt of conpensation beyond actual and necessary expense from an amateur
sports organization will also result in a violation of NCAA | egislation. Also,

pl ease renenber that accepting prize noney based upon place finish, even if the
money i s used exclusively for travel and actual expenses, is a violation of NCAA
amat euri sm regul ati ons.





