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Deaths
Lewis C. Sikes, 84, died June 19 
in Lafayette. He had worked at 
Purdue University from 1978-
1989. Memorials: First Christian 
Church, Lafayette.

Dorothy J. Hoskins, 72, died 
June 20 in Dayton, Ind. She had 
worked in food services at Har-
rison Hall. Memorials: Lafayette 
Cancer Care, 1345 Unity Place 
#135, Lafayette, IN 47905.

Steven J. Fritz, 61, died June 21 
in Lafayette. He was a professor 
in the Department of Earth and 
Atmospheric Sciences, having 
taught at Purdue since 1987. Me-
morials: Brown County Historical 
Society, 2 N. Broadway, New Ulm, 
MN 56073-1714.

Charles F. Switzer, 85, died 
June 27 in Williamsport. He had 
worked for Transportation Ser-
vices. Memorials: Williamsport 
United Methodist Church.

Patricia Cooper, 77, died July 6 
in Lafayette. She had worked in 
Purchasing. 

Stormwater initiative looking for sustainable, educational answers

Purdue is about to embark on a 
major effort toward sustainability 
by addressing the environmental 
impact of campus stormwater 
runoff. 

The University recently 
approved the selection of the 
engineers for the Campus-Wide 
Sustainable Stormwater Modi-
fications Design, which, along 
with the Boiler MACT project 
and the High Voltage Project, is 
part of the long-term Strategic 
Infrastructure Improvements 
Initiative.

Purdue’s groundwater-
sourced potable water supply to 
campus is protected by a carefully 
managed wellhead protection 
area. Purdue also has its own 
municipal separate storm sewer 
system (MS4), as co-permit-
tees under the Clean Water Act’s 
National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System Phase II pro-
gram (“NPDES Phase II”) with 
the City of West Lafayette and 
Tippecanoe County.  This storm 
water permit requires Purdue to 
improve stormwater treatment, 
and the wellhead protection pro-
gram requires that Purdue protect 
its ground water from contamina-
tion. The NPDES Phase II permit 
and the wellhead protection 
requirements empower Purdue to 
improve existing conditions and 
address potential problems. 

Purdue’s initial approach to 
addressing the required improve-

ments was a typical “end-of-
the-pipe” approach involving a 
large concrete settling basin, to 
capture any possible pollutants 
as stormwater drains into a pond 
south of campus. This was the 
working concept as recently as the 
late 1990s.

However, as the planning 
evolved, Physical Facilities real-
ized that the regulatory challenge 
placed in front of them was a tre-
mendous opportunity to broaden 
the compliance by looking for 
“green” ways to address stormwa-
ter at its source. 

Doing a new thing
Meliora Environmental 

Design, LLC, along with Andro-
pogon Associates, Ltd., has been 
awarded a contract to evaluate the 
University’s existing stormwater 
management plan and site condi-
tions, and provide recommenda-
tions for the implementation 
of best management practices 
(BMPs). For every recommended 
improvement, the firm will also 
provide a cost-benefit analysis so 
that Purdue can strategize  
the implementation of the  
improvements.

This approach to sustainable 
stormwater is a first for the state 
of Indiana. Meliora and Andro-
pogon previously worked with 
the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill on a similar cam-
pus-wide project, and have done 
several individual sustainable 
stormwater projects at other uni-
versities, including the Cornell, 
Clemson, Penn State, Yale, and the 

University of Philadelphia. 
Their collaboration at the 

University of North Carolina was 
so successful that they were asked 
to present their designs at the 
national Greenbuild conference 
in Chicago in November 2007.

After the evaluation and rec-
ommendation phase, Meliora will 
create a stormwater master plan 
out of which specific, individual 
projects will be scheduled. Ulti-
mately Purdue will invest over $6 
million on sustainable stormwa-
ter improvements and wellhead 
protection across the entire West 
Lafayette campus.

Examples of improvements 
that could be suggested include: 

n Creating rain gardens, areas 
in which rainwater naturally 
collects into small ponds that 
are surrounded by plants that 
help filter any pollutants before 
the water drains into the ground 
below.

n Paving areas with porous 
surfaces which allow rainwater 
to drain into the earth while pol-
lutants such as oil from vehicles 
remains on the surface to be 
removed manually.

n Green roofs.
n Stormwater re-use systems. 

Living and learning
Such improvements will be-

come a “learning laboratory” for 
campus. Signage at key locations 
will explain how the project func-
tions and how it benefits campus 
and the environment, serving as 
a public outreach and education 
tool. 

Purdue is hopeful that the 
projects together even reach the 
same standing as the University’s 
work with preserving trees, to the 
point of anticipating a self-guided 
stormwater tour opportunity 
comparable to Purdue’s self-guid-
ed Tree Tour.

Robin Ridgway, Physical Fa-
cilities’ environmental regulatory 
consultant and chair of Purdue’s 
Sustainability Council, stresses 
the multiple benefits of such a 
forward-thinking approach. 

“Sustainability is not just 
about the far-reaching discoveries 
our researchers make here every 
day that will have a dramatic 
impact on everyone’s lives in the 
future,” she says. “Sustainability 
is also about the here and now; 
the impacts in real time that have 
tangible and direct benefits,  
both economically and  
environmentally. 

“The Campus Sustainable 
Stormwater Project is a fantastic 
example of how daily problem 
solving on campus can be raised 
to a higher level of stewardship.” 

Improvements may help with 
landscaping needs and campus 
appearance. Other utility proj-
ects and construction projects 
currently in the design phase are 
being reviewed for opportunities 
to incorporate “green” stormwater 
solutions.

In addition, the project will be 
integrated with the Campus Mas-
ter Plan, which is under develop-
ment, and will change how future 
development of the campus gets 
done with respect to stormwater. 

As the University commits 
itself to becoming a more sustain-
able campus, the stormwater im-
provements project is a significant 
step in that direction. The study 
will be complete by early this fall, 
and implementation of improve-
ments is expected to get under 
way later this year. 

Evaluation to set tone for 
approach new to Indiana

Walking program to continue in August
WorkLife Programs’ walking 
program will continue to help 
employees on the West Lafayette 
campus take steps to improve their 
health and earn a purple apple. 

The next 12-week walking 
program starts Aug. 18 and lasts 
through Nov. 6. Four walking 
sessions will be available each 
week, and each session will feature 
stretching and 30 minutes of 
walking. The program will cycle 
through six walking routes.

A limited number of Leki walk-
ing poles will be available. The 
poles help minimize the amount of 
stress put on the joints and increase 
calories burned by turning the walk 
into a total body workout. 

After each session, partici-
pants will receive an educational 
handout. The handouts offer tips 
on walking, other physical activity 
and general wellness.  

Dan Yeoman, Libraries clerk, 
has participated in the program 
since its inception in May 2007. 

“I participate in the walking 
program because I used to walk 
before work every day, and when 
winter came, I stopped and never 
started again,” he says. “This is a 
great start to help me get back to 
walking every day, and I’ve also 
learned several paths around 
campus that are a nice distance 
for lunchtime walks.” 

Yeoman also may use the 
walking program to earn a purple 
apple for Healthy Purdue. To 
qualify for the purple apple, par-
ticipants must walk at least once a 
week for 10 of the 12 weeks. 

“We’ve tried to develop a 
walking program that can suit any 
schedule by offering sessions at a 

variety of times,” says Catherine 
Edwards, wellness specialist at 
WorkLife. “Participants must 
walk once a week to earn the 
purple apple, but we’d love to see 
them come to all four sessions.”

The walking program is open 
to all faculty, staff, graduate staff 
and their spouses. Registration is 

available through the WorkLife 
Web site at www.purdue.edu/
worklife. Participants need to reg-
ister for only one session, no matter 
how often they plan to attend.

“Walking is something that 
almost anyone can do at any stage 
of their life, and it can be done 
anywhere,” Edwards says. “The 
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Dan Yeoman, Libraries clerk, joined the walking program to get back into a routine 
of walking every day. The program, which starts its next 12-week session in August, 
is open to all faculty, staff, graduate staff and their spouses.

WorkLife Program’s next walking 
program for the West Lafayette 
campus will be held at the fol-
lowing times and locations:

n Session I: Mondays, Aug. 
18-Nov. 3. 12:10-12:50 p.m. 
Meet at Class of 1939 water 
sculpture in front of Hovde Hall.

n Session II: Tuesdays, Aug. 
19-Nov. 4. 5:15-6 p.m. Meet at 

WorkLife Programs office, 1402 
W. State St.

n Session III: Wednesdays, 
Aug. 20-Nov. 5. 12:10-12:50 
p.m. Meet at Class of 1939 water 
sculpture in front of Hovde Hall.

n Session IV: Thursdays, Aug. 
21-Nov. 6. 5:15-6 p.m. Meet at 
WorkLife Programs office, 1402 
W. State St.

Walking program schedule

Have you ever wondered how 
much distance you’ve covered 
while you’re walking around 
campus to a meeting, class, 
lunch, or just trying to get a 
little exercise?

There are several ways to 
determine how far you have 
gone, including several Web 
sites.

The Web sites show you 
how to map out different routes 
and determine their distance. 

For example, here are the 
distances of a few routes, ac-
cording to daftlogic.com, www.
daftlogic.com/projects-google-
maps-distance-calculator.htm:

n Black Cultural Center to 
Matthews Hall is approximately 
0.370 miles.

n Neil Armstrong Hall of 
Engineering to Purdue Memo-
rial Union is approximately 
0.513 miles.

n Shreve Hall to Krannert 
Building is approximately 0.836 
miles.

n Mackey Arena to Elliott 
Hall of Music is approximately 
0.459 miles.

n Hillenbrand Hall to 
Fowler Memorial House is ap-
proximately 0.482 miles.

n Wood Street Parking 
Garage to Freehafer Hall of 

Administrative Service is ap-
proximately 0.290 miles.

n Transportation Mainte-
nance Building to Lynn Hall of 
Veterinary Medicine is approxi-
mately 0.480 miles.

Two other Web sites that 
many runners and walkers use 
to plan routes and distances are 
MapMyRun.com and www.pre-
vention.com/mywalkingmaps/.

There also are two other 
campus Web sites that offer 
maps and distances of walking 
and running routes.

These include the Recre-
ational Sports Web site, www.
purdue.edu/RecSports/maps/
map_page.html and the walk-
ing trees tour of Purdue at 
www.purdue.edu/physical 
facilities/grounds/trees/ 
website/pages/map/map.html.

Resource guide
The Physical Activity  

Resource Guide, created by 
WorkLife Programs with the help 
of the Wellness Ambassadors, 
provides information on campus 
and community walking routes 
and fitness centers as well as tips 
on safety and goal planning. 

The guide is available at 
www.purdue.edu/hr/pdf/physi-
calActivityResourceGuide.pdf.

Web sites, guide help map out walks

only equipment you need is a good 
pair of walking shoes. It provides a 
good cardiovascular workout that 
can be modified to your needs. 
The group setting of this program 
also offers support and motiva-
tion, while at the same time giving 
participants an opportunity to 
socialize while they exercise.”

Regional campuses each have 
their own walking programs. For 
more information, contact: 

n Calumet: (219) 989-2709, 
lowry@calumet.purdue.edu.

n Fort Wayne: (260) 481-
6647, tillapau@ipfw.edu.

n North Central: (219) 785-
5519, tlaux@pnc.edu.
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