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Research	Interests	
	
Parent-adult	child	relations;	family	caregiving;	status	transitions,	interpersonal	relations,	and	
	 psychological	well-being;	structure	and	function	of	social	support	networks;		
	 mixed	methods	in	family	research	
	
Teaching	Interests	
	
Sociology	of	the	Family;	Aging	and	the	Family;	Sociology	of	Health	and	Illness;	Aging;	Gender	
	
External	Research	Grants	
	 	
"Parent-Child	Relations:	Within	Family	Differences	II."	Funded	by	the	National	Institute	on		
Aging	(2RO1	AG18869-04),	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Principal	Investigator;	Karl	Pillemer,	Co-PI	($1,752,283	
direct	costs,	9/15/2007-8/31/2014)	
	
"Parent-Child	Relations:	Within	Family	Differences."	Funded	by	the	National	Institute	on		
Aging	(RO1	AG18869-01),	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Principal	Investigator;	Karl	Pillemer,	Co-PI		
($1,136,961	direct	costs,	2/1/2001-1/31/2005)	
	
"Parent-Child	Relations:	Within	Family	Differences.”	Supplemental	Funding.	Funded	by	the	
National	Institute	on	Aging	(RO1	AG18869-01S1),	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Principal	Investigator;	Karl	
Pillemer,	Co-PI	($29,106	direct	costs,	10/1/2002-1/31/2005)	
	
"Funding	for	a	Fellow	in	the	Study	of	Aging."	Funded	by	the	U.S.	Department	of	Agriculture	-	
Cooperative	State	Research,	Education,	and	Extension	Service	Food	and	Agricultural	Sciences	
National	Needs	Graduate	Fellowship	Grants	Program,	Pamela	A.	Monroe,	Katie	Cherry,	Jill	
Suitor,	Loretta	Pecchioni,	and	Janna	Oetting.	($138,000,	4/1/2002-3/31/2005).		
	 	 	
"Promoting	Social	Integration	in	Long-Term	Care:	An	Intervention	Study."	Funded	by	the	
National	Institute	on	Aging	(5	P50	AG11711-05),	Karl	Pillemer,	Principal	Investigator,	J.	Jill	
Suitor,	Co-Principal	Investigator	($371,659	direct	costs,	8/1/1998-7/31/2003)	
	
"Social	Network	Interventions	for	Dementia	Caregivers."		Funded	by	the	National	Institute	on	
Aging	(1	P50	AG11711-01),	Karl	Pillemer,	Principal	Investigator,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Co-Principal	
Investigator	($263,852	direct	costs,	7/1/1993-6/30/1998)	
	
"Social	Relations	of	Alzheimer's	Caregivers	across	Time."	Funded	by	the	National	Institute	of	
Mental	Health	(RO1	MH42163-0102),	Karl	Pillemer,	Principal	Investigator,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Co-
Principal	Investigator	($414,384	direct	costs,	9/1/1988-8/31/1993)	
	
"Work,	Family,	and	Friends	across	the	1980s:	A	Ten-Year	Study	of	Women	Who	Returned	to	
School."	Funded	by	the	Spencer	Foundation,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	PI.		($5,900,	8/1/1991-7/31/1992)		
	
	
Internal	Research	Grants:	
	
"Parent-Child	Relations:	Within	Family	Differences."	Office	of	the	Vice	Provost	for	Research,		
Purdue	University,	2014-2015.		J.	Jill	Suitor,	Principal	Investigator	($28,000).		
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“Family	Affectual	Solidarity:	A	Within-Family	Study	of	Intergenerational	Closeness.”	Purdue	
Research	Foundation,	2006-2007.	J.	Jill	Suitor,	PI;	Jori	Sechrist,	Co-PI	($15,292).		
	
“Parental	Support	of	Young	Offspring.”	Kinley	Trust	Award,	Purdue	University,	2006-2007	
Karen	Fingerman	and	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Co-Principal	Investigators	($19,915).		 	
	
	
	
Publications		
	
*student	author	
	
Peng,	Siyun*,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	Megan	Gilligan.	In	press.	“The	Long	Arm	of	Maternal	Differential	

Treatment:	Effects	of	Recalled	and	Current	Favoritism	on	Adult	Children’s	Psychological	
Well-Being.”	Journal	of	Gerontology:	Social	Sciences.	
	

Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Megan	Gilligan,	*Siyun	Peng,	*Jong	Hyun	Jung,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	In	press.		
	 “Role	of	Perceived	Maternal	Favoritism	and	Disfavoritism	in	Adult	Children’s	
	 Psychological	Well-Being.”	Journal	of	Gerontology:	Social	Sciences.	
	
Gilligan,	Megan,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	*Marissa	Rurka,	*Gulcin	Con,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	In	press.	“Adult	
	 Children’s	Serious	Health	Conditions	and	the	Flow	of	Support	between	the	Generations.”	
	 The	Gerontologist.		
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Catherine	Riffin,	and	Megan	Gilligan.	In	Press.	“Adult	
	 “Children’s	Problems	and	Mothers’	Well-Being:	Does	Parental	Favoritism	Matter?”	
	 Research	on	Aging.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Megan	Gilligan,	*Siyun	Peng,	*Gulcin	Con,	*Marissa	Rurka,	and	Karl	Pillemer.		 	
	 2016.	“My	Pride	and	Joy?		Predicting	Favoritism	and	Disfavoritism	in		
	 Mother-Adult	Child	Relations.”	Journal	of	Marriage	and	Family	78:	908-925.	
	
Gilligan,	Megan,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2015.	"Estrangement	Between	Mothers	and		
	 Adult	Children:	The	Roles	of	Norms	and	Values."	Journal	of	Marriage	and	Family	77:		
	 908-920.	
	
Gilligan,	Megan,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Scott	Feld,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2015.	“Do	Positive	Feelings	Hurt?	
	 Disaggregating	Positive	and	Negative	Components	of	Intergenerational	Ambivalence.”	
	 Journal	of	Marriage	and	Family	77:261-276.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Megan	Gilligan,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2015.	“Stability,	Change,	and	Complexity	in	
	 Later	Life	Families.”	Pp.		206-226	in	Handbook	of	Aging	and	the	Social	Sciences,	8th	
	 Edition,	L.K.	George	&	K.F.	Ferraro	(Eds.).	NY:	Elsevier/Academic.	
	
Gilligan,	Megan,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	*Sangbo	Nam.		2015.	“Maternal	Differential	Treatment		
	 in	Later-Life	Families	and	Within-Family	Variations	in	Adult	Sibling	Closeness.”	
	 Journal	of	Gerontology:	Social	Sciences	70:166-177.		
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(Publications,	Continued)	
	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Gulcin	Con,	and	Megan	Gilligan.	2015.	“Mixed	Methods.”	in	Encyclopedia	
	 of	Adulthood	and	Aging.	NY:	Wiley-Blackwell.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Megan	Gilligan,	*Gulcin	Con,	*Kaitlin	Johnson,	and	*Siyun	Peng.	2015.		
	 “Parent-Adult	Child	Relations.”	in	Encyclopedia	of	Adulthood	and	Aging.	NY:		
	 Wiley-Blackwell.			
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Megan	Gilligan,	*Kaitlin	Johnson,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2014.	“Caregiving,	
	 Perceptions	of	Maternal	Favoritism,	and	Tension	among	Siblings.”	The	Gerontologist		
	 54:	580-588.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Megan	Gilligan,	*Kaitlin	Johnson,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2014.	"How	Widowhood	
	 Shapes	Adult	Children’s	Responses	to	Mothers’	Preferences	for	Care."	Journal	of	
	 Gerontology:	Social	Sciences	69:95-102.		
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.		2014.	“Who	Provides	Care?	A	Prospective	Study	of	Caregiving	
	 among	Adult	Siblings.”	The	Gerontologist	54:589-598.	
	
Sechrist,	Jori,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	*Abigail	Howard,	and	Karl	Pillemer.		2014.	“Perceptions		
	 of	Equity,	Balance	of	Support	Exchange,	and	Mother-Adult	Child	Relations."		
	 Journal	of	Marriage	and	Family	76:285-299.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Megan	Gilligan,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2013.	“Continuity	and	Change	in	Mothers’	
	 Favoritism	toward	Offspring	in	Adulthood.”	Journal	of	Marriage	and	Family,	
	 75:	1229–1247.	
			
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Megan	Gilligan,	and	Karl	Pillemer.		2013.		“The	Role	of	Violated	Caregiver	
	 Preferences	in	Psychological	Well-Being	when	Older	Mothers	Need	Assistance.”	The	
	 Gerontologist	53:	388-396.	
	
*Gilligan,	Megan,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	*Seoyoun	Kim,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2013.	“Differential	Effects	of	
	 Mothers’	and	Fathers’	Favoritism	on	Sibling	Relations	in	Adulthood.”	Journal	of	
	 Gerontology:	Social	Sciences.	68:	593-598.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2013.		“Differences	in	Mothers’	and	Fathers’	Parental	Favoritism	
	 in	Later-Life:	A	Within-Family	Analysis.”	Pp.	11-31	in	Kinship	and	Cohort	in	an	Aging	
	 Society:	From	Generation	to	Generation,	Merril	Silverstein	and	Roseann	Giarrusso	
	 (Eds.).	Johns	Hopkins	Univ.	Press:	Baltimore,	MD.	
	
*Gilligan,	Megan,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2013	“Recent	Economic	Distress	in	Midlife:	
	 Consequences	for	Adult	Children’s	Relationships	with	their	Mothers.”		Pp.	159-184	in	
	 Contemporary	Perspectives	in	Family	Research,	Volume	7:	Visions	of	the	21st	Century	
	 Family—Transforming	Structures	and	Identities.	P.N.	Claster	&	S.L.	Blair	(Eds.),	Emerald:	
	 Bingley,	UK	
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(Publications,	Continued)	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	*Christin	L.	Munsch,	Thomas	Fuller-Rowell,	*Catherine	Riffin,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.	
	 2012.	“Ambivalence	toward	Adult	Children:	Differences	between	Mothers	and	Fathers.”	
	 Journal	of	Marriage	and	Family	74:1101-1113.	
	
Fingerman,	Karen,	Karl	Pillemer,	Merril	Silverstein,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.	2012.	"The	Baby	Boomers'	
	 Intergenerational	Relationships."	The	Gerontologist	52:199-209.	
	
*Riffin,	Catherine,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	M.	C.	Reid,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2012.	“Chronic	Pain	and	Parent–
	 Child	Relations	in	Later	Life:	An	Important,	but	Understudied	Issue.”	Family	Science:	1–
	 11.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Megan	Gilligan,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2011.	“Conceptualizing	and	Measuring	
	 Intergenerational	Ambivalence	in	Later	Life.”	Journal	of	Gerontology:	Social	Sciences	66B:	
	 769-781.		 	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Jori	Sechrist,	*Megan	Gilligan,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2011.	“Intergenerational	Relations	
	 in	Later-Life	Families”	Pp.	161-178	in	Handbook	of	Sociology	of	Aging,	Richard	Settersten	
	 and	Jacqueline	Angel	(Eds.).	NY:	Springer.	
	
Abrahamson,	Kathleen,	Karl	Pillemer,	Jori	Sechrist,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.	2011.	“Does	Race	Influence	
	 Conflict	between	Nursing	Home	Staff	and	the	Family	Members	of	Residents?”	Journal	of	
	 Gerontology:	Social	Sciences	66B:	750-755.	
	
Sechrist,	Jori,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	*Catherine	Riffin,	*Kadari	Taylor-Watson,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2011.		

	“Race	and	older	mothers'	differentiation:	a	sequential	quantitative	and	qualitative	
analysis.”	Journal	of	Family	Psychology	25:	837-846.		

	
Sechrist,	Jori,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	*Nicholas	Vargas,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2011.	“The	Role	of	Religious	
	 Similarity	in	the	Quality	of	Parent-Child	Relations:	Differences	within	Families	and	
	 Between	Races.”	Research	on	Aging	33:3-27.		
	
Sechrist,	Jori,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Karl	Pillemer,	*Megan	Gilligan,	Shirley	Keeton,	and		
		 *Abigail	Howard.	2011.		“Aging	Parents	and	Adult	Children:	Determinants	of	
	 Relationship	Quality.”		In	Handbook	on	Families	and	Aging,	Rosemary	Blieszner	and	
	 Victoria	Bedford	(Eds.),	NY:	Praeger.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	Seth	Pardo,	and	Charles	Henderson,	Jr.,	2010.	"Mothers’	
	 Differentiation	and	Depressive	Symptoms	among	Adult	Children."	Journal	of	Marriage	
	 and	Family	72:333-345.	
	
Abrahamson,	Kathleen,	James	Anderson,	Marilyn	Anderson,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	
	 2010.	“The	Cumulative	Influence	of	Conflict	on	Nursing	Home	Staff:	A		
	 Computer	Simulation	Approach.”		Research	in	Gerontological	Nursing	3:39-48	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Jori	Sechrist,	*Mari	Plikuhn,	*Seth	Pardo,	*Megan	Gilligan,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2009.	
	 “The	Role	of	Perceived	Maternal	Favoritism	in	Sibling	Relations	in	Midlife.”	Journal	of	
	 Marriage	and	Family	71:1026-1038.	
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(Publications,	Continued)	
	
Abrahamson,	Kathleen,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	Karl	Pillemer.		2009.	"Conflict	Between	Nursing	Home	
	 Staff	and	Residents'	Families:	Does	it	Increase	Burnout?"	Journal	of	Aging	and	Health	
	 29:895-912.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.	2008.	“Collective	Ambivalence:	Considering	New		
	 Approaches	to	the	Complexity	of	Intergenerational	Relations.”	Journal	of	Gerontology:		
	 Social	Sciences	63:S94-96.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Jori	Sechrist,	*Mari	Plikuhn,	*Seth	Pardo,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2008.	“Within-Family	
	 Differences	in	Parent-Child	Relations	across	the	Life	Course.”	Current	Directions	in	
	 Psychological	Science	17:334-338.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Mari	Plikuhn,	*Megan	Gilligan,	and	Rebecca	Powers.	2008.	“Unforeseen	
	 Consequences	of	Mothers’	Return	to	School	on	Children’s	Education	Aspirations	and		
	 Outcomes.”		Sociological	Perspectives	51:495-513.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.	2008.	“Intergenerational	Support,	Care,	and	Relationship	Quality	
	 in	Later	Life:	Exploring	Within-	Family	Differences.	Pp.	195-232	In	A.	Booth	et	al.	(Eds.),		
	 Intergenerational	Caregiving.	Washington,	D.	C.:	Urban	Institute	Press	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Megan	Gilligan,	*Gwen	Parks,	*Mari	Plikuhn,	and	KarlPillemer.	2008.	
	 	“Intergenerational	Family	Relationships.”	In	Harry	T.	Reis	&	Susan	Sprecher	(Eds.),	
	 Encyclopedia	of	Human	Relationships.		Thousand	Oaks,	CA:		Sage.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Jori	Sechrist,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2007.	“Within-Family	Differences	in	Mothers’	
	 Support	to	Adult	Children	in	Black	and	White	Families.”	Research	on	Aging	29:410-435.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2007.	“Mothers’	Favoritism	in	Later	Life:	The	Role	of	Children’s	
	 Birth	Order.”		Research	on	Aging	29:32-55.	 	
	
*Sechrist,	Jori,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	*Angie	Henderson,	*Krista	Cline,	and	*Michael	Steinhour.	
	 2007.	“Regional	Differences	in	Parent-Adult	Child	Relations.”	Journal	of		
	 Gerontology:	Social	Sciences	62B:	388-391.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Jori	Sechrist,	and	Karl	Pillemer.		2007.	“When	Mothers	Have	Favorites:	
	 Conditions	under	Which	Mothers	Differentiate	among	Their	Adult	Children.”			
	 Canadian	Journal	on	Aging	26:85-99.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	*Steven	Mock,	Myra	Sabir,	and	*Jori	Sechrist.		2007.	“Capturing	
	 the	Complexity	of	Intergenerational	Relations:	Exploring	Ambivalence	within	Later-	
	 Life	Families.”	Journal	of	Social	Issues	63:775-791.	
	
*Chen,	Cory	K.,	Myra	Sabir,	Sheryl	Zimmerman,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2007.	“The	
	 Importance	of	Family	Relationships	with	Nursing	Facility	Staff	for	Family	Caregiver	
	 Burden	and	Depression.”		Journal	of	Gerontology:	Psychological	Sciences	62:253-260.		
	
Feld,	Scott	L.,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	*Jordana	Hoegh.	2007.	“Describing	Changes	in	Personal	Networks	
	 Over	Time.”	Field	Methods	19:218-236.	
	



    	
	

7 

(Publications,	Continued)	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Jori	Sechrist,	*Michael	Steinhour,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2006.	“	‘I’m	Sure	She	Chose	
	 Me!’	Consistency	in	Intergenerational	Reports	of	Mothers’	Favoritism	in	Later-Life	
	 Families.”	Family	Relations	55:526-538.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2006.	“Choosing	Daughters:	Exploring	Why	Mothers	Favor	Adult	
	 Daughters	over	Sons”	Sociological	Perspectives	49:139-160.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Karl	Pillemer,	and	*Jori	Sechrist.		2006.	“Within-family	Differences	in	Mothers’	
	 Support	to	Adult	Children.”		Journal	of	Gerontology:	Social	Sciences	61B:	S10-S17.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.	2006.	“Making	Choices:	A	Within-Family	Study	of	Caregiver	
	 Selection.”	The	Gerontologist	46:439-448.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	*Katrin	Mueller-Johnson,	*Steven	Mock,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	Mark	S.	Lachs.	2006.	
	 “Prevention	of	Elder	Mistreatment.”		Pp.	241-254	in	Handbook	on	Injury	and	Violence	
	 Prevention	Interventions.	L.	Doll	et	al.	(Eds).	Secaucus,	NJ:	Springer.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	*Katrin	Mueller-Johnson,	*Jori	Sechrist,	and	*Jenifer	Heidorn.	
	 2006.	“Parent-Adult	Child	Relations.”	Pp.	901-903	in	R.	Schulz	(Ed.),	Encyclopedia		
	 of	Aging.	New	York:	Macmillan.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.		2005.	"Ambivalence	in	Intergenerational	Relations	over	the	
	 Life-Course".		Pp.	3-28	in	Intergenerational	Relations	Across	Time	and	Place.		Merril	
	 Silverstein,	Roseann	Giarrusso	&	Vern	L.	Bengtson	(eds.)	NY:	Springer.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	Rebecca	Powers,	and	*Rachel	Brown.	2004.	“Avenues	to	Prestige	Among	
	 Adolescents	in	Private	and	Public	High	Schools.”	Adolescence	39:229-241.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	Elaine	Wethington.	2003.	“Integrating	Theory,	Basic	Research,	
	 and	Intervention:	Two	Case	Studies	from	Caregiving	Research.”		The	Gerontologist	
	 43:19-28.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	Jill	Suitor,	Charles	R.	Henderson,	Jr.,	Rhoda	Meador,	Leslie	Schultz,	Carol	
	 Hegeman.	2003.	“A	Cooperative	Communication	Intervention	for	Nursing	Home	Staff	
	 and	Family	Members	of	Residents.”	The	Gerontologist	43:96-106.	
	
Powers,	Rebecca,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	*Susana	Guerra,	*Monisa	Shackelford,	*Dorothy	Mecom,		
	 and	*Kim	Gusman.	2003.	“Regional	Differences	in	Gender	Role	Attitudes:	Variations	by	
	 Gender	and	Race.”		Gender	Issues	21:40-54.	
	
Sabir,	Myra,	Karl	Pillemer,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	*Michael	Patterson.	2002.	"Predictors	of	successful	
	 relationships	in	a	peer	support	program	for	Alzheimer’s	caregivers."	American	Journal	of	
	 Alzheimer’s	Disease	and	Other	Dementias.	18:115-124.	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	*Dorothy	Mecom,	and	*Ilana	S.	Feld.	2002.	“Gender,	Household	Labor	and	
	 Scholarly	Productivity	among	University	Professors.”	Gender	Issues	19:50-67.	
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(Publications,	Continued)	
	
Suitor,	J.	Jill,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2002.	"Gender,	Social	Support,	and	Experiential	Similarity	
	 During	Chronic	Stress:	The	Case	of	Family	Caregivers."	Advances	in	Medical	Sociology:	
	 Social	Networks	and	Health	8:247-266.		
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.		2002.	“Explaining	Mothers’	Ambivalence	Toward	Their	Adult	
	 Children	”	Journal	of	Marriage	and	Family	64:602-613.	
	
Pillemer,	Karl,	and	J.	Jill	Suitor.	2002.	"Peer	Support	for	Alzheimer’s	Caregivers:		Is	It	Enough	
	 To	Make	A	Difference?”		Research	on	Aging	24:	171-192.	
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Gilligan,	Megan,	J.	Jill	Suitor,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	2007.	“Violence	and	Violent	Feelings	among		
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Suitor,	J.	Jill,	and	Karl	Pillemer.	1993.	"Adult	Daughters'	Marital	Satisfaction	Across	the		
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